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HERE are certain small towns and villages in the 
United States where there is only one Sunday 
School Times subscriber in the town. 


These subscribers have, at our request, sent us 
the names of many of their local friends whom they 
earnestly hope wiil join the world-wide circle of regu- 
lar Sunday School Times readers. : 

To these names, Over 18,000 of them, we are send- 
ing a‘specimen copy of this issue. If you are one of 
the 18,000 won’t you turn to page 58 and read how 
you may try The Sunday School Times for ten weeks ? 
And then ¢ry it! 
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My Hands 
By Sally Neill Roach 


M* HANDS were quick in restless haste, 
All eager, tasks to do, 
That I might fruits of victory taste 
Which Hope held out to view. 
The Master came and touched my hands, 
(Sure, firm, and strong, His own), 
And mine were weak and helpless then; 
His sovereignty was shown. 
«I must have yielded hands,”’ said He, 
«That I may work my works through thee.” 








The Blindfolded Duel 


Handing out death in the dark is a tragic occupa- 
tion. A strange news dispatch from Poland was 
published recently in the Philadelphia Public Ledger. 
A young lieutenant quarreled with the son of a sena- 
tor over a political question. They “decided to settle 
the question in the most cruel manner in the annals 
of Polish dueling.” So they had their eyes tightly 
bandaged, “locked themselves in a dark room, and 
fired thirty shots at each other with pistols until 
neighbors found them dying.” Their ohject was the 
same; their “honor was satisfied”; each killed the 
other. Together, co-murderers, they stepped out from 
the dark into the dark; from being “dead in trespasses 
and sins” into eternal death. What a contrast are 
their wasted and wrecked lives with the true life to 
which God calls men! Through Daniel, a young 
man prominent in political circles yet true to God, 
the Holy Spirit tells us that “they that be wise shall 


shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that 
turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and 
ever” (Dan. 12:3). In‘sharp contrast the inspired 
Word, six centuries later, tells us that some men are 
“wandering stars, to. whom is reserved the blackness 
of darkness for ever” (Jude 13). Today we may 
choose whether to offer men Life in the Light, or death 
in the dark. 


Is Risk Necessary ? 


. Is there anything free from risk? Man says, “No.” 
God says, “Yes.” Which shall we believe?- The Mod-, 
ernist believes man. The normal Christian believes 
God. It is a significant statement from Dr. Henry 
Sloane Coffin, President of Union Theological Sem- 
inary, that well-known training school for ministers 
whose tragic teaching destroys faith in God: “Faith 
in God is a risk just as love and friendship are risks, 
but it is one gloriously worth taking.” This is the 
logical, consistent, inevitable position of Modernism. 
For Modernism puts the subjective judgments and 
opinions of the. individual man above the objective 
authority and revelation of the -Word of God; and 
when man does that, he loses all possibility of assur- 
ance and conviction concerning .the truths revealed by 
God. If, as Dr. Coffin states, “faith in God is a risk,” 
then the here and hereafter are uncertainties concern- 
ing which we may hope for the best but never know 
definitely in this life. The meaning of risk is “hazard, 
chance of bad consequences, loss, exposure to mis- 
chance.” Thus Modernism teaches. that faith in God 
is a hazard; faith in God means taking the chance of 
bad consequences, loss, exposing ourselves to mis- 
chance. But that is-just what faith in God is not. 
There is no risk or uncertainty as to the final outcome. 
Nor is there “risk” of temporal loss or persecution 
to the believer ; on the contrary, there is definite assur- 
ance of that, and assurance is not risk. Paul did not 


“risk” losing all for Christ: he -settled with finality 


the fact that he would lose ail’ for Christ, as he de- 
clared: “What things were gain to me [before I 
knew the unsearchable riches of Christ], those I 
counted loss for Christ: ... for whom I have suffered 
the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, 
that I may win Christ” (Phil. 3:7, 8). Having set- 
tled this, Paul could declare with praise and thanks- 
giving: “I know whom I have believed, and am per- 
suaded that he is able to keep that which I have com- 
mitted unto him against that day” (2 Tim. 1:12). We 


risk nothing when we trust God. We know that we 
have gained all that is worth while when we trust God. 
Risk is the result of unbelief. Knowledge is the re- 
ward of faith. 

a . 


Hearing God’s Voice 

God’s voice may either paralyze or energize. It 
struck terror into Adam’s heart after his sin; but it 
sent life thrilling through the decaying muscles of 
Lazarus of Bethany. It broke in upon Nebuchadnez- 
zar’s boasting and stripped him of his kingdom; it 
gave new courage to Paul when he was spending a 
lonely night behind the castle walls at Jerusalem. Sin- 
ners are still terrified at the voice of God, and saints 
are still comforted by the voice of their heavenly 
Father. But no sinner need lie terror-stricken before 
a holy God, for the Lord Jesus has opened the way 
of approach. God longs to convict us of our sin, or 
to encourage us; but if he can do neither, we are 
badly off. Spiritual deafness is a more serious ailment 
than any fears we may have because of sin. God 
points out our sin only that he may cleanse us and 
bring us into full fellowship with himself. If we are 
not conscious of either conviction of sin or renewed 
strength as we read God’s Word, perhaps it is because 
we are indifferent to his voice. 


a 
Bright Prospects 


We do not know what the future holds, but we 
know Who holds the future. Anxiety is caused by ha- 
bitually thinking of “things to come” rather than of Him 
who is “the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.” 
But “things to come” are spoken of in a comprehensive - 
list of things that cannot “separate us from the love 
of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Whether 
we are troubled by disaster that threatens the world, 
or by difficulties that confront us personally, we may 
be sure that our gaze is temporarily diverted. We are 
looking toward the creation instead of the Creator, 
the earth instead of “heavenly places,” an unlovely 
prospect instead of the One who “is altogether lovely.” 
As we look away from circumstances to the Author 
and Finisher of our faith, how quickly our attitude 
changes! Then we remember that the Lord Jesus has 
made us children of the heavenly Father, who leads ° 
us with unfailing wisdom, and who makes all things 
work together for our good. 


Meditating on God’s Word 


we are missing one of the greatest aids for our 
By meditating on the Word of 

And 
If we 


D:* WE meditate on the Word of God? If not, 


spiritual life. 
God we learn to know God and his will better. 
it makes spiritual things real and vital to us. 
try it we shall see. 

“But how shall I do it?” one asks. 

First, let us recognize that we should not confine 
our Bible reading to meditation. If our meditation is 
to prove fruitful, we must have a general acquaintance 
with the Bible. The more familiar we are with the 
Bible as a whole, the more profitable will our medita- 
tion” be, because ‘we shall have more Scripture facts 
to bring into our meditations. Hence we should read 
daily in the Biblé without pausing to meditate on it. 
Of course we must give close attention to what -we 
read, so that we may know what we are reading about. 
Otherwise we shall only be wasting our time and 
cultivating the bad habit of-inattention. But for our 
general Bible reading we shall not have time to stop 
to study out the meaning of certain words, phrases, 


names. Such study may take a long time and may be 
more conveniently done in connection with medi- 
tation. 


How often should we have seasons of meditation? 
Perhaps the ideal way is to have them daily. But if 
our time is limited, we may have them less often. 
Even meditation of an hour a week will be found 
profitable. 


Let us begin with prayer. It is a good rule never 
to read or study the Scriptures without first asking 
God to guide and bless us in the reading of his Word. 
He has promised to answer all such sincere prayers 
(Psa. 119: 15, 18, 33, 34, 130; James 1:5). 

Commentaries are not in place in meditating on the 
Word of God. The Bible references may be looked 
up, and a concordance and Bible textbook are useful. 
We shall thus-come into more direct touch with the 
Word. And that is what we need. 

On what texts shall we meditate? 

Perhaps the best way is to take one book of the 
Bible at a time and meditate through it, verse by verse. 
If we choose our own passages for meditation, we are 
likely to select only such as appeal most to us, and 
we are likely to miss other portions that contain im- 
portant lessons for us. 

Sunday-school, teachers will find it profitable to 
meditate a while on the Golden Text each week. It 
will help to make their preparation more thorough and 
spiritual. 

The Book of Revelation is a wonderful message for 
meditation. So are the Epistles. A practical plan is 
to take up the Epistles for meditation in the order 
in which they were written. Thus the Epistles to 
the Thessalonians would come first, then the Epistle 
to the Galatians, next the Epistles to the Corinthians, 
and so on. 

Let us turn to the first verse of First Thessalonians. 
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If we read it carefully we shall notice the principal 
things mentioned 1m it: 

: Paul. 

. Silvanus. 

. Timothy. 


. The church of the Thessalonians, 
(a) in God the father, 
(b) and the Lord Jesus Christ. 


5. Grace to you and peace. 


>&e HK = 


We notice the name Paul. He had once been “Saul” 
(Acts 8: 1-3). But after he met the Lord Jesus he 
became a new man. He also received a new name 
(Acts 13:9). This change of name is a witness to 
the complete transformation that he had experienced. 
“Saul” was a thing of the past. Now it was the new 
man “Paul.” Has God thus completely transformed 
my life? “If any man is in Christ, he is a new crea- 
ture: the old things are passed away; behold, they are 
become new” (2 Cor. 5:17). Am [I still living the 
old, carnal, self-life? Or am I an overcomer who 
will one day receive a new name from Christ? (Rev. 
ie tA 

pe then Silvanus. In Acts 15:22 we learn that 
he was one of the leading men in the church in Jeru- 
salem. He and Judas Barsabbas were sent with a letter 
from the conference in Jerusalem to the church in 
Antioch (Acts 15: 27-31). He was a prophet and 
stayed a while in Antioch exhorting the Christians. 
Judas returned to Jerusalem, but Silvanus (Silas) re- 
mained in Antioch (vs. 32-35). When Paul was about 
to go forth on another missionary journey there arose 
a disagreement between him and his companion Barna- 
bas. They therefore parted company. Paul chose 
Silvanus as companion and the two went forth to- 
gether. In Acts 16: 19-23 we find Paul and Silvanus 
flogged and cast into prison in Philippi. In verse 
25 we read that they prayed and sang in prison. 
From this we gather that Silvanus was an earnest, 
fearless, and steadfast Christian who was not daunted 
or discouraged by persecution and hardships. So he 
was a splendid partner for Paul. At Thessalonica 
they had a successful mission (Acts 17:4). But they 
had to flee precipitately by night to Berea (v. 10). 
Again the unbelieving Jews stirred up trouble so that 
Paul had to flee. Silvanus and Timothy stayed be- 
hind to continue the mission work that had started in 
Berea. When Paul came to Athens he sent for them 
and they reached him in Corinth (Acts 18:5). The 
Epistles to the Thessalonians were written while they 
were at Corinth. The record of Silvanus teaches an- 
other important lesson. He was a faithful assistant 
and a good “team worker.” Though he had been a 
Jeading man in the church in Jerusalem, yet he was 
willing to let Paul be the leader in the missionary 
work. Considering that Silvanus was himself promi- 
nent and gifted, this shows his fine Christian humility 
and unselfishness. Probably Paul could never have 
accomplished the wonderful missionary work that he 
did without the faithful assistance of Silvanus. Such 
co-operation is necessary for successful missionary 
work. Am I doing my bit? 

Timothy is another interesting character study. 
His home town was Lystra. His father was a Greek 
but his mother was a Jewess (Acts 16:1). We read 
that his mother and grandmother were pious folk who 
had given Timothy a religious home training, teach- 
ing him the Old Testament Scriptures from his child- 
hood (2 Tim. i: 5 and 3:15). His mother and grand- 
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mother were believers. It is probable that they .and 
young Timothy were converted during Paul’s. first 
mission in Lystra (Acts 14:8-21). Later on Paul 
again came to Lystra. The disciples there spoke 
favorably of young Timothy. Paul therefore decided 
to take him along in his missionary party (Acts 16: 
2, 3). From that time he was one of Paul’s most 
useful helpers. 

Paul speaks highly of Timothy’s faith (1 Tim. 1:2; 
2 Tim. 1:5). We read that he was not of robust 
health (1 Tim. 5:23). And we also learn that he 
was a teetotaler. From these circumstances we gather 
that he was an unusually earnest and clean young 
man. Was it any wonder that Paul loved him? His 
mother laid the foundation for his fine character by 
the careful training she gave him in his childhood. 
We cannot overestimate the importance of true Chris- 
tian home training. “Train up a child in the way he 
should go: and when he is oid, he will not depart from 
it” (Prov. 22:6). 

The church of the Thessalonians in God the Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. The word “in” shows 
that they were united to God. They were “in” him. 
How did they thus become united to God? Through 
Jesus Christ. He is the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life. No one can come to the Father except through 
him (John 14:6). We must by faith become united 
to Christ in order to be united to God. No one can 
be “in God” unless he is also “in the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” So there can be only one true religion, 
namely, Christianity. Al! other religions fall hope- 


‘lessly short; they cannot reach God. 


“Grace to you and peace.” Notice “grace” first, 
“peace” afterward. here is no peace to the wicked 
(Isa. 57: 20, 21). Why? Because they are not rec- 
onciled with God. “Grace” is free, unmerited favor. 
Salvation is by grace. It is a free gift from God te 
whosoever will receive it (John 3:16; Rom. 6: 23). 
When we accept salvation, we get right with God. 
Then there is peace in our souls. That is why grace 
comes first and peace afterward. 

But it is not enough to receive grace from God 
only once. We need this grace daily. God’s grace is 
sufficient for all our needs (2 Cor. 12:9; Psa. 23:1). 
And it does not fail or cease. Jeremiah declares that 
God’s compassions are new every morning (Lam. 3: 
22, 23). \ So long as we live “by grace” there will 
also be peace in our souls. We need God's grace for 
guidance, forgiveness, victory, wisdom, and all needs 
in life. Am I accepting God’s grace for all my needs? 
Or am I carrying a burden of trouble and care because 
I am not taking the grace that God offers me so 
freely? 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit; 
Oh, what needless pain we bear, 

All because we do not carry 
Everything to God in prayer. 


And Christ gives peace (John 14:27). When Peter 
was going to walk on the water, things went well so 
long as he trusted the Lord Jesus. But when he saw 
the strong wind and waves he became fearful and be- 
gan to sink. Even so I can have the peace of God 
in my soul so long as I “look unto Jesus” and trust 
him. But if I get my attention fixed on anything 
else, I lose the peace. How about it just now? Am 
I enjoying this peace? If I feel troubled or downcast, 
I need to take my troubles to my Lord. “Let us 
therefore draw near with boldness unto the throne of 
grace, that we may receive mercy, and may find grace 
to help us in time of need” (Heb. 4: 16). 





Should Christians Ever Judge Others ? 


Will you please discuss the meaning of 1 Corinth- 
jans 6:2: “Do ye not know that the saints shall 
judge the world? and if the world shall be judged by 
you, are ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters?” 

Or I would be glad if you would give the Bible 
teaching on the word ‘“judge.”” In 1 Corinthians 4: 
5 we are told to “judge aothing before the time, until 
the Lord come.” And in Romans 14: 13 we are told 
not to judge one another: “Let us not therefore 
judge one another any more: but judge this rather, 
that no man put a stumblingblock or an occasion to 
fall in his brother’s way.” Other Scriptures tell us 
to “judge not.”—An Hlinois inquirer. 


In the Sermon on the Mount the Lord says: “Judge 
not, that ye be not judged. For with what judgment 
ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure 
ye mete, it shall be measured to you again.” An ad- 
mirable comment. on this injunction is given in “A 
Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole 
Bible,” by Jamieson, Fausset and Brown: 

“To judge here does not exactly mean to pronounce 
condemnatory judgment, nor does it refer to simple 
judging at all, whether favorable or the reverse. The 
context makes it clear that the thing here condemned 
is that disposition to look unfavorably on the char- 
acter and actions of others, which leads invariably to 





the pronouncing of rash, unjust, and unlovely judg- 
ments upon them. No doubt it is the judgments so 
pronounced which are here spoken of; but what our 
Lord aims at is the spirit out of which they spring. Pro- 
vided we eschew this unlovely spirit, we are not only 
warranted to sit in judgment upon a brother’s char- 
acter and actions, but in the exercise of a necessary 
discrimination are often constrained to do so for our 
own. guidance. It is the violation of the law of love 
involved in the exercise of a censorious disposition 
which alone is here cordemned. And the argument 
against it— ‘that ye be not judged’ —confirms this: 
‘that your own character and actions be not pro- 
nounced upon with the like severity.’ ” 

It is evidently the critical spirit, which expresses 
itself in harsh, unloving judgments of others, that is 
warned against in the New Testament passages that 
forbid “judgment.” Again, in nonessential matters, 
or in matters in which Christians may conscientiously 
disagree, we are not to judge others. This is the 
theme of the passage in Romans 14, concerning details 
of food and of the observance of days. 

But the exercise of reasonable judgment is a daily 
duty of the Christian, in many matters; and in dif- 
ferences of opinion between Christians that must be 
settled in one way or another the passage in 1 Corinth- 
ians 6 shows that “the saints,” or God’s people, have 
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a duty to judge and come to-proper conclusions.. The 
reference there is to the fact that, after the Lord has 
returned and set up his kingdom on earth, the saints 
are to reign with him over this -earth and exercise 
judgment over the world. Therefore, says the Word, 
they will be given wisdom of God, before the millen- 


nium, to judge and decide whatever they need to, if - 


they will look to God humbly and in faith for this. 


> A 


What of the Religious 
Motion Picture Dramas? 


There is a subject that I would be so glad to see 
treated in the Times. I refer to the religious plays 
that are having such an enormous run. In some of 
these plays no individual actually impersonates the 
Christ, but in others the impersonation is carried out 
to the minutest detail. The “Pilgrimage Play” which 
has been running for years in the out-of-doors theater 
in Hollyweed depicts scenes taken from the Gospels, 
and the man who impersonates Christ spends his time 
between scenes smoking cigarettes. 

In the new film, “The King of Kings,” I- tunder- 
stand that Christ’s passion, including the actual 
crucifixion, and the resurrection, is acted out 
minutely! These plays are sponsored by ministers 
and Christian workers, and Christians by the thou- 
sands go to see them, and come away captivated by 
them. 

If one protests, one is met with all sorts of argu- 
ments about the “wonderful good accomplished,” the 
“beautiful character of the man taking the part of 
Christ”; and we are even told, in all seriousness, that 
he ‘actually lives thespart.” “ is a very religious 
man, you know,” they say, and “People who will not 
go to church will go and see these things, and only 
think how uplifting it is,’ always winding up with, 
“Well, if you would only go and see it for yourself, 
you would feel very differently about it.” 

To my way of thinking it is a desecration; it is 
blasphemy to commercialize the most sacred things. 

cannot believe that any good could come of it. 
I would like to know what the Times thinks on this 
subject.—A California reader. 


For half a century The Sunday School Times has 
consistently held the conviction that, as a young con- 
verted actor said in his series last year in these col- 
umns, “A Christian has no place on either side of the 
footlights.” The dramatic or theatrical profession, 
at its best, is demoralizing. At its best it is unworthy 
of the life-time study and devotion that it demands 
from those who would rise to the top of this profes- 
sion. It is based on artificiality: successfully seem- 
ing to be what one is not. While there are a few out- 
standing exceptions in its ranks, of individual men or 
women who have not been dragged down by it, its 
general trail of wreckage in character can be compared 
to no other reputable profession or life-calling. And 
its accompaniments, in such matters as late hours, 
abandonment of ordinary standards of modesty, shame- 
less freedom between the sexes, and other tendencies, 
tell their own story and bring. their inevitable results. . 

This is the profession that’ produces the religious 
plays of today. The actors and actresses who make 
up the companies that present these religious plays are 
presenting, with equal enthusiasm and facility, other 
plays that no consistent Christian could consider wit- 
nessing. There have undoubtedly been some excep- 
tionally fine religious plays in recent years, both on 
the stage and on the “silver screen,” —in motion pic- 
tures, —and the themes of such plays, and even the 
incidents and details, may be largely free from objec- 
tion. The fact remains, however, that even in.the best 
of these the motive for the production is commercial 
and mercenary; the characters of the cast are those 
of the demoralizing dramatic profession; and the 
Christian who attends such a play is lending his or 
her influence to a business that is doing more to in- 
jure society and wreck lives than any other reputable 
business today. 

Christians cannot afford to lend their influence to 
this. It is true, as the correspondent notes, that we 
are told impressively of the great good accomplished 
by religious plays. But has any reader of The Sun- 
day School Times ever heard of a soul saved, born 
again by faith in Christ as Saviour, through a com- 
mercial religious play of this sort? The Times doubts 
whether such a result has ever been brought to pass. 
Even if it has, it is only an instance of God making 
the wrath of man to praise him; and God does not 
want his children to encourage the wrath of man. 


It is quite evident that morning and evening prayer 
did not suffice the Old Testament saints. For three 
hundred years Enoch “walked with God,’ and some- 
thing more is implied than morning and evening peti- 
tions. Abraham, when pleading for guilty Sodom, 
seemed to have tarried with God oblivious of time. 
To Daniel, his three-times-a-day devotions were not 
the result of increased dangers merely. It is said, “As 
he did aforetime.” Any time, and all time is the time 
for prayer. Few lives were more full to overflowing 
than that of George Miiller; but he did not grudge 
the first two hours of the day to prayer and the study 
of God’s Word—Lucy A. Bennett, in the Keswick 
Calendar. 
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What Pastor Russell claimed for himself and his writings 


| The Seven Thunders of Millennial Dawn 











By B. H. Shadduck, Ph.D. 














The name is not my invention; the seventh 
volume reveals it. 

These are not just rhetorical thunders or some liter- 
ary cannonading ; they are the Seven Thunders of the 
Book of Revelation— if Volume 7 :is to be believed. 

These books were published by Charles T. Russell 
(known as “Pastor Russell”), one at a time, the first 
in 1886, the last in 1917. Volume 7 was published 
after Mr. Russell’s death, and is called “Posthumous 
Work of Pastor Russell.” When the earlier volumes 
were issued the series was called “Millennial Dawn’ ; 
later the series was called “Studies in the Scriptures.” 

Not only are these books identified by their writer 
as the Seven Thunders of Revelation, but they are 
said to be the Seven Angels, the Seven Plagues, the 
Great Chain in the hands of the angel, the Seven 
Vials of the wrath of God, and the Amethyst, which 
was “Pastor Russell’s birthstone” and the jewel in 
the twelfth foundation of the New Jerusalem. Volume 
7 claims for itself that it is the Golden Censer, the 
Great Winepress of the wrath of God “that will 
squeeze the juice out of the ‘abominations of the 
earth,” and the point of the Sword of the Spirit. 
Readers wishing to examine these claims are referred 
to Volume 7 (also called “The Finished Mystery”), 
pages 167, 237, 320, 290, 237, 326, 327, 145, 229, and 
406. 

Thunders or Blunders?—It is not my purpose to 
make sport of these books. It will be enough to let 
them speak for themselves. It is my conviction that 
thousands of ‘sincere people have been drawn to the 
organization founded by Mr. Russell because the doc- 
trines deal gently with sin. I write because the world 
ought to know just how dependable were his claims. 

If these books are all that Volume 7 says they are, 
they take rank with the Word of God; if they are 
a human patchwork of prophecies that have failed, 
then they partly fulfill the prophecy of our Lord 
Jesus, “And many false prophets shall rise, and shall 
deceive many.” 

That the leaders of the Millennial Dawn people 
know of the extravagant claims and unfulfilled prophe- 
cies of these books is evident from their efforts to keep 
the facts from the public. When the writer would 
have met them in public debate in 1926, and they 
learned that he possessed an early edition of these 
books and a later edition with changed dates, they 
refused to proceed unless he would give bond in the 
sum of five hundred dollars not to “refer to any quo- 
tation contained in any periodical or book published 
by the International Bible Students Association.” 
After reading some of the quotations that follow, one 
can understand why they did this. 


History of the Movement.—In 1844 a cult under 
the leadership of William-~Miller announced the com- 
ing of the Lord in that year. Let it be said to the 
credit of this eafnest man that when his prophecies 
utterly failed he did not try to insert other dates and 
perpetuate the’ mistake, as did Mr. Russell and his 
followers. That Mr. Russell was the successor of 
Mr. Miller, and did continue the Miller movement in 
revised form, his followers vehemently deny, but I 
offer the testimony of these books to prove that Mr. 
Russell believed that he had discovered Mr. Miller’s 
mistakes in that our Lord would come thirty years 
later and. be invisible. Volume 3, page 86, says: “We 
recognize that movement [Miller’s] as being in God's 
order ... This was undoubtedly of the Lord’s provi- 
dence . . . it was the beginning of the right under- 
standing of Daniel’s visions and at the right time to 
fulfill prophecy.” 

In Volume 7, page 163, Mr. Miller is said to be 
the voice that gave orders to the sixth angel described 
in the ninth chapter of Revelation, and on page 167 
Mr. Russell is said to be the voice that followed, as 
described in the next chapter of Revelation. In read- 
ing Mr. Russell’s books, I find that, for them, language 
can never be depended on to mean what ordinary 
people understand it to mean, but if language can be 
taken at its face value it is clear, from the quotations 
above, that Mr. Russell regarded Mr. Miller as a 
kind of forerunner of himself. I have pointed out the 
obvious connection between these two movements in 
order to emphasize the fact that the “scares” of one 
were no more dependable than those of the other. 


Are the Followers of Russell a Sect?—It seems to 
hurt the feelings of the followers of Russell to call 
them a sect or speak of them as his followers, and as 
I would not be charged with discourtesy I refer them 
to pages 84, 126, and 142 in Volume 7, where occur 
the expressions, “Pastor Russell’s followers,” “fol- 
lowers of Pastor. -Rusgell,’’:-and. “a follower of, the 


. ae “Seven Thunders” are seven books. 


Reforther,; Charles T. Russett.” They have named ~ 


themselves “International Bible Students Association,” 
and insist that they differ from sects because they “go 
by the Bible.” They think this ought to settle it. 
Now it would be a remarkable coincidence if all of 
these people in many lands, by independent Bible study, 
arrived at an understanding that many dreadful events 
would. occur before 1914, and then the same people 
by independent study discovered that they had mis- 
calculated and that the correct date was 1915, and 
later on discovered it was 1918, and still later found it 
was 1925, and not one of the dates prove correct. 
It would be amazing if “going by the Bible’ would 
convince all these people that certain measurements in 
the Great Pyramid proved that the world’s great trou- 
ble weuld begin in 1874, and then by the same inde- 
pendent Bible study find that the same pyramid shows 
that the trouble was to start in 1914. Would not such 
remarkable agreement in making mistakes suggest 
that they are a Russell Students Association? 


Self-Commendation—No book of the Bible makes 
such sweeping claims for itself as this “Finished Mys- 
tery,” Volume 7, which claims to be the embodiment 
of at least seven prophecies in the Book of Revelation 
and undertakes to explain all that was hitherto hid- 
den in Ezekiel, Canticles, and Revelation. It says 
(p. 466), “The Sword of the Spirit was to be 


_ wielded by Pastor Russell twice three times in his six 


volumes.” It explains that itself is the point of the 
sword. The inference is that before Volume 7 was 
issued there was no point to the sword. Other Bible 
students know that the “sword of the Spirit” is the 
Word of God. 

One may expect that a book that recommends itself 
so highly will exalt the alleged author to some sta- 
tion far above any other prophet. Though it was 
printed after Mr. Russell had “passed from earth” 
and mentions Mr. Russell by name no less than 232 
times (I have not numbered the pronouns), the pub- 
lisher says (p- 5), “He did write it.’ The same 
page says, “Pastor Russell was a man of unusual 
we all of which leaves the authorship in some 

oubt. 

On page 144 this book, which is called a “Post- 
humous Work of Pastor Russell,” explains Revelation 
8: 3, which describes an angel offering incense, by say- 





Dr. Shadduck’s books exposing the un- 
scriptural theories of evolution, “Jocko-Homo 
Heavenbound,” “Puddle to Paradise,’” and 

The Toadstool Among the Tombs,’’ are 
widely known and have had an enormous 
circulation, Some time ago a number of 
citizens in his locality who had heen fur- 
nished free literature on Russellism urged a 
public debate between Dr. Shadduck and a 
representative of Millennial Dawn. Ar- 
rangements were under way for such a de- 
bate, but when the Russellites presented in 
writing their propositions governing the de- 
bate, they were found to include the fol- 
lowing: 

That B. H. Shadduck furnish a bond of $500 
as guarantee that he will not. . . refer to any 
quotati tained in any periodical or book pub- 
lished by the International Bible Students Associa- 
tion, and if B. H. Shadduck shall... refer to 
any quotation or book published by the Interna- 
tional Bible Students Association he shall at once 


pay the sum of $500 to his opponent in this 
debate. 


That ended the negotiations, The fol- 
lowers of “ Pastor Russell” knew that Dr. 
Shadduck had in his possession several edi- 
tions of Russell’s books, and would make 
public exposure of the changes that had been 
made in these books after Russell's death. 


Now the facts that Dr. Shadduck would 
have brought out in that debate, before a few 
hundred listeners, are given to the world- 
wide family of readers of The Sunday School 
Times, in the earnest hope that they may 
save multitudes of God’s people from the 
snare and injury that this unscriptural cult 
has proved itself to be. 
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ing, “This verse shows that, though Pastor Russell 
has passed beyond the veil, he ts still managing every 
feature of the Harvest work” (italics mine). Page 
169 says, “Pastor Russell was the seventh angel” men- 
tioned in the tenth chapter of Revelation. On page 
334 we are told that the angel mentioned in Revelation 
22:6 is “the same angel mentioned in Revelation 1:1; 
19:9, 10; representing Pastor Russell beyond the veil.” 
Page 53 says of him, “He has privately [why priv- 
ately?] admitted his belief that he was chosen for 
his great work from before his birth.” Page 418 
identifies Mr. Russell as the “man in linen” seen by 
Ezekiel. If the reader will open a Bible at Ezekiel 
9 and read of this character who marked the fore- 
heads of those who were to be spared, and was fol- 
lowed by six men with “slaughter weapons,” he can 
better understand the claim that this “man in linen” 
was none other than Mr. Russell himself, shown to 
Ezekiel in a vision something near 2,500 years ago. 
It appears that Mr. Russell has already finished this 
marking, for page 420 says he has “undoubtedly made 
his report in the presence of Christ that he has done 
the work he was given to do.” 

I would not think this a fit place to refer to the 
troubles Mr. Russell had with his wife, but the book 
proclaims it. Volume 7 gives to them eternal signifi- 
cance. In Ezekiel 24 is a story of the death of the 
prophet’s wife, —at least most people would so under- 
stand it,— which this book says has reference to the 
trouble between Mr. and Mrs. Russell. Page 483 of- 
fers as an exposition of Ezekiel 24:15, 16: “God took 
away from Pastor Russell the desire of his eyes, her 
whom he loved, with a stroke or ‘plague’ of spiritual 
error that completely separated them.” Thus it ap- 
pears that the divorce case of Mr. Russell was typed 
or foretold in the Book of Ezekiel. 

Not only is Mr. Russell identified as the angel or 
angels who appeared to the apostle John, but he is 
said to be the “loud voice” of Revelation 10: 3, the 
“great voice’ of Revelation 16:1, and the “strong 
voice” of Revelation 18:2 (pp. 167, 237, 273). If 
the reader will read these portions of Revelation and 
see that these voices are ascribed to the Lord Jesus 
in the first, from within the Temple in the second, 
and an angel of great power in the ‘third reference, 
he may decide how near this comes to blasphemy. 

The edition of the book that I have carries the im- 
print “293,000 edition,” which indicates that a great 
army of people accept these interpretations as the 
voice of the seventh angel, and think of themselves 
as “Bible students.” After reading the repeated warn- 
ings of our Lord in Matthew 24: 4, 11, 24, that “false 
prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many,” I am 
better prepared to believe it possible to find buyers 
for a “393,000 edition” of this “Finished Mystery.” 

Here are samples from this voltime that indicate 
the estimate these people have of other people who 
may think themselves Bible students. “In 1878 the 
stewardship of the things of God, the teaching of 
Bible truths, was taken from the clergy, unfaithful 
to their age-long stewardship, and given to Pastor 
Russell” (p. 386). “Then, in 1881, he became God's 
watchman for all Christendom” (p. 387). This will 
explain why these people never had any other “pas- 
tor.” On page 227 appears this prayer against other 
people: “O Lord, judge them with thy Truth! Thou 
hast called them the ‘abominations of the earth,’ and 
so they are. Bring their man-made clergy-ridden sys- 
tems to an end and make their memory to perish from 
the earth! Amen.” Page 410 has this: “The clergy’s 
God is plainly not Jehovah, but the ancient deity, hoary 
with the iniquity of ages — Baal —the Devil himself.” 


Nimrod and the Trinity—Their strong dislike for 
the doctrine of the Trinity is indicated by these sam- 
ples, from pages 414 and 415 of Volume 7: “Nimrod 
married his mother, Semiramis, so that, in a sense, 
he was his own father and his own son. Here was 
the origin of the Trinity doctrine.” “The practices 
of Nimrod were continued in secret by Semiramis ; and 
as every caution had to be taken, the things done were 
veiled in mystery. Each act and person were repre- 
sented only in symbols known to the initiated. Here 
originated the various secret societies, with their blood 
curdling oaths of secrecy ... all of them abominations 
to God.” As Nimrod is spoken of in but three verses 
in the Bible (Gen. 10:8, 9; 1 Chron. 1:10), none 
of them even hinting at such behavior, it is evident ' 
that these accusations are not the result of Bible study. 

“Truth People” and “Present Truth. —Not only do 
Millennial Dawn people give themselves the exclusive 
name of “Truth People,” but they claim the exclusive 
custody of “Present Truth.” This giving of tense 
modifications to truth is consistent for people who 
specialize in “truth” that needs te be “set” frequently 
like a slow going clock. The “truths” that failed them 
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in 1914, 1918, and 1925 have been replaced with a 
“truth” that has some years yet to go. 

Do Angels Blunder?—Could a man who was chosen 
before he was born to put ink on the persons who are 
to be spared, a man who is a central figure in the great 
visions of Ezekiel and Revelation, a man who is the 
loud voice of Jesus, the Seventh Angel, the instru- 
ment to turn loose the Seven Thunders and pour out 
the Seven Last Plagues,—could he mislead multi- 
tudes? 

This is a good place to stop and think. 

Mr. Russell prophesied that our churches, schools, 
banks, and governments would be completely destroyed 
by October, 1914. Later, the destruction was promised 
in installments ending in 1925. Volume 4, page 622, 
says of the kingdom of God: “Its influence and work 
will result in the complete destruction of ‘the powers 
that be’ of ‘this present evil world,’ political, financial, 
ecclesiastical — by the close of the ‘times of the Gen- 
tiles, October, A. D. 1914.” On page 99, Volume 2, 
he says: “The final end of the kingdoms of this 
world, and the full establishment of the kingdom of 
God, will be accomplished by the end of A. D. 1914.” 
Please observe that in these prophecies the words 
complete, final end, and full establishment do not ad- 
mit of any range of option for the events. In an 
edition of these books showing publisher’s date of 
1923 the words “by the close” in the first quotation 
are changed to “about the close,” and the words “by 
thé end” in the second quotation are changed to ‘near 
the end.” Even with these changes the fulfillment is 
long overdue. 

Voiume 7 postpones the collapse for four years. 
It says (p. 485): “In the year 1918, when God 
destroys the churches wholesale and the church mem- 
bers by millions, it shall be that any that escape shall 
come to the works of Pastor Russell [not Judge Ruth- 
erford] to learn the meaning of the downfall of ‘Chris- 
tianity.’” 

From this, it appears that survivors will be Russell 
students — the very thing these people say they are not. 

Let the reader keep in mind that this Volume 7 was 
printed the next year after Mr. Russell died, as a 
“Posthumous Work of Pastor Russell.” Therefore it 
is the last word from Mr. Russell on dates and events. 
I emphasize this because there are books in circulation 
that have evidently been tampered with — books that 
appear to be wholly the literary work of Mr. Russell 
written more than twenty years previously — books in 
which the time limit is, in some cases, lifted or the 
prophecies modified. 

Volume 7 establishes the fact that as late as 1917 


~beyond the veil before the close of A. D. 1910.” 
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all sorts of upheaval, collapse, and calamity were 
expected in 1918, 1920, 1921, and 1925. This fact 
ought to nullity the thinly disguised efforts to make 
the books that were written earlier show a later pro- 
gram of Mr. Russell. 

I will not weary the reader with the many prophecies 
that had movable dates, but I would caution persons 
having copies of the books that an early publisher’s 
date does not prove that the clumsy revisions that 
were evidently ehrust into a type page already set 
up were prepared by Mr. Russell before that time. In 
many cases the revision is so calculated and measured 
that it fits into a line without disturbing the first and 
last words of the line, and rarely does it disturb the 
lines above and below, though there are a very few 
places where a new paragraph is set in. Volume 2, 
with a publisher’s date of 1923, shows a chart on page 
247 that dates the destruction of nominal Christendom 
for 1915. Volume 7, with a publisher’s date five years 
earlier, has the same chart on page 595, with the date 
three years later. Thus it is clear that the earlier 
publisher’s dates may be consorting with the later 
viewpoint. 

Thunders Re-Thundered.—Not only have they reset 
the doomsday of Christendom, but they have postponed 
their own departure. Volume 3, early edition, says on 
page 228, “Just how long before 1914 the last living 
members of the body of Christ will be glorified, we 
are not directly informed.” Mr. Russell becomes more 
certain as he writes, and he says on page 364, “We 
may well accept the testimony of the Great Pyramid, 
that the last members of the ‘body’ or ‘bride’ of Christ 
will have been tested and accepted and will have —_ 

e 
edition dated 1923 makes the first quotation read, 
“Very soon after 1914’; and the second quotation 
makes the pyramid testify that “anarchous trouble” is 
coming on that date. 

Mr. Russell’s followers chide me for calling atten- 
tion to these discredited prophecies and remind me 
that “everybody makes mistakes.” 

These prophecies are more than mistakes. 

They are no less than false prophecies, and false 
prophecies can only come from false prophets. Their 
mischief has been multiplied by as many as there have 
been devotees to peddle them from person to person 
and from door to door. Since the prophecies failed 
to come true on the dates set for them, the followers 
have revised the dates and the things said about the 
dates, and now they boast that Mr. Russell prophesied 
the World War. 


(To be continued in next week’s issue) 
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Our Young People’s Purity Problem 
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Last week, the Dean of Columbia Bible School told of the widespread ‘‘ new freedom’’ that has taken 


hold of many of our young people. 
condition, and the only sure safeguard against it. 


In this concluding article he shows the factors that have brought about this 


Would you like to have these two challenging articles in pamphlet form, for distribution among your friends ? 
There is a possibility that they may be so published, if those interested will send postcards to The Christian Life 
Literature Fund, 80 Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, telling of their desire. 


(Concluded from last week's issue) 
A FEW weeks ago I was in a conference of young 


people and a group of ministers were earnestly dis- 

cussing this problem, hich was an acute one with 
all of them in connection with their young people. One 
minister said, “I just haven’t yet been able to get used 
to the unconcerned way these young people walk 
around holding hands and taking things of that sort as 
a matter of course. Why, when I was a young fellow, 
if my best girl allowed me to hold her hand for a while 
I was walking on air.” Young people, let me say it 
very earnestly, to the extent that I step out of God’s 
plan in the use of my bodily desires, to that extent 
do I hinder the joy:and blessing God would give me in 
the use of those’ very desires. If God intends you 
to marry (and if he does not, he has some greater 
blessing in store for your life), and if you will wholly 
follow the Lord in these matters, he will reveal to you 
wonders in human affection such as you never dreamed. 
And these wonders will be but a shadow of the spir- 
itual blessings of which they are a type. 

I know that what I have spoken of as sin presents 
itself to young people not as an ugly thing, but as the 
most alluring and attractive of human pleasures. That 
is why it is a temptation. An English poet has writ- 
ten: 

Vice is a monster of so- frightful mien, 
As, to be hated, needs but to be seen; 
Yet seen too oft, familiar with her face, 
We first endure, then pity, then embrace. 


So far as the facts of temptation are concerned, 
nothing. could be farther from the truth than these 
lines. Vice is not seen in all its naked, terrible horror 


until it has gripped us in its embrace. It appears first 
as the loveliest and most alluring of angels of light. 
Its conqueror must be one who has given himself to 
the control of the altogether lovely One, the Lord 
Jesus, in whose light these temptations may be seen 
in their true meaning. : 

At this point may I turn aside from our main topic 
to speak a word of loving but solemn warning to 
Christian workers? In circles of spiritual fellowship, 
where the heart interest in the things of God is upper- 
most, it might seem that scarcely a temptation to im- 
purity would enter.. But in such spiritual surroundings 
the temptation may be particularly subtle in taking 
Christians completely off their guard; they do not 
recognize that anything but what is pure and lovely 
and of good report could enter their thoughts. Not 
only are Christian leaders subject to like passions with 
others, and to temptations that are common to man, 
but there is this added danger in their case. So high 
is the standard of personal purity, and so stern is the 
condemnation of all unchastity, that if they do meet 
any temptation in the matter of the affections it is con- 
sidered wholly different from an ugly sensual temp- 
tation. If there is a giving way to temptation at any 
point, it is called an “indiscretion.” Even when it is 
recognized. that some action has grieved the Holy 
Spirit, and is therefore confessed as sin, it is not re- 
garded as in the same hideous class with a similar 
action among men of the world. But it is the same 
thing, — not less shameful but far more so, when one 
who knows Jesus Christ and his purity has sinned in 
any degree in connection with the body that is the 
temple of the Holy Spirit. 

The only safe ground for Christian workers to take 
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is to avoid the remotest appearance of what might 
be used by anyone as an occasion of reproach. In 
an atmosphere of intense love in the Lord, there may 
be a familiarity among friends, and a warm affection, 
which has in it no trace of aught but what is chaste 
and holy. But even in such innocent and pure affection 
there is a twofold danger of reproach when it is be- 
tween men and women, and especially between mature 
and honored men and younger women. The first dan- 
ger is that familiarity that is perfectly innocent in 
intention’ may be misunderstood by evil or worldly- 
minded people. The second danger is that Satan’s 
presenting of an alluring.temptation to that which is 
evil may come through a permitted familiarity that 
began in innocence, so far as any heart impurity was 
concerned. Let us not be ignorant of the enemy’s 
devices. Let us not throw down the guard by a sense 
of absolute security against such sin in our own case. 

And let it be remembered that there is no exception 
to God’s law of the sacredness of the relation of one 
man and one woman as husband and wife. As these 
two are one flesh, joined in a union that excludes all 
others, so every caress or bodily expression of affec- 
tion belongs ‘only to the relationship of one man and 
one woman who have given their hearts to one another. 
If two are married whose hearts are not really joined, 
they are just as definitely separated from looking to 
any other man or woman in the matter of affection. 
Bowing before God’s law in the most absolute mean- 
ing of it is the one safety for man. And to that law 
there is no exception—as to time, place, circum- 
stances, or person. 

We have recognized that our young people are fac- 
ing a purity problem that in some ways is different 
from that which the older generation has known. The 
desires are not different, and the sin is not different. 
But the new freedom is different, and the attitude of 
society in general toward these matters is undergoing 
a most ominous change. What are some of the factors 
in modern life that have helped to bring this about? 

The movies are a product of modern science and 
modern life that are now all but universal in their 
gripping appeal to the boys and girls of our nation. 
Teachers who watch the children the day after they 
have attended the movies, as they imitate their favorite 
actors ahd actresses in unconscious aways, gain some 
idea of the overwhelming harvest we are due to reap 
from this sowing. The moral standards of the actors 
and actresses themselves give a little hint of what 
the harvest is to be 

The modern dance has long been breaking down 
older standards of modesty and reserve... A new fea- 
ture is the increasing sanction of our public school 
system, which in many places sponsors the dance, and 
even ir the earliest grades begins to train the children 
for the dance. 

Modern amateur theatricals are likewise sponsored 
by the school system, under the head of literature. 
Town theaters are springing up, bringing the boys and 
girls into the same atmosphere that has made the pro- 
fessional actors and actresses what they are in moral 
and spiritual standards. 

The extreme tendencies in modern dress are but an- 
other indication of the trend of our age in these mat- 
ters. 

The divorce situation is evidence of the widespread 
breaking down of the view that the marriage bond is 
God’s sacred ordinance. 

All of these and other features of our modern social 
order are truly reflected in the character of the novels 
and periodicals that are being offered our young people. 

Those who know history, and who know condi- 
tions of other days, can point out that evils of this 
_sort in far worse forms than they appear today have 
been rampant in other ages and in other countries. 
But the new factor is that in our day these things are 
being boldly lifted out of the class of the immoral 
and questionable and being raised to the place men 
once gave to honored and sacred things. For the new 
factor in modern American life that is far more om- 
inous than these other things is the teaching that is 
being given in high schools and colleges upon evolu- 
tion, psychology, and sociology,—teaching that, in 
the name of science, boldly challenges every accepted 
standard of morality that the world has held to for 
ages. 

At the root of this new teaching, and the greatest 
factor in the fearful moral breakdown that is threaten- 
ing our land, is the rejection of the Bible as God’s 
Word, the bold and insistent teaching that we have-no 
such thing as a revelation. of truth from God. As 
one modern writer has put it, fairly stating the point 
of view of the whole school of “advanced” thinkers: 
“Never before have we had to rely so completely on 
ourselves. No guardian to think for us, no precedent 
to follow without question, no lawmaker above, only 
ordinary men set to deal with heartbreaking problems. 
. . . No mariner ever enters upon a more uncharted 
sea than the average human being born in the twen- 
tieth century.” 

Right through the Bible, and through the history 
of men in all ages, two things have been strangely and 
terribly linked together, married in a union that is 
inevitable and unbreakable: idolatry and gross im- 
morality. The turning away from the true God ever 
results in fedtful lust of the flesh. The twentieth 
century with its vaunted intellect and scientific achieve- 
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ment will be no exception. Seats of learning that 
count, the words of God, before which men should 
tremble, as myths and legends before which men are 
sneering, will become centers of vice and moral de- 
cadence as surely as did idolatrous Greece and Kome. 

But what of those who do bow before the Word 
of God our Creator and our Saviour? You want to 
accept God’s plan for your life as the only plan you 
dare to follow or care to follow. I trust this mes- 
sage has helped you to see that God’s plan is not 
to take joy out of life, but to put joy into life; not to 
rob young people of pleasure, but to invite them to 
drink of the rivers of his pleasures (Psa. 36:8). “In 
thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there 
are pleasures for evermore” (Psa. 16:11). This is 
what the Psalmist describes as the path of life, abun- 
dant, overflowing life. “Many young people believe 
they have a choice between the life that Christ offers 
them and some other life, a life that they believe 
suits them better, a life of pleasure and enjoyment, 
while. Christ offers a life of sadness and repression. 
But the fact is the choice is between life and death. 


. The life that Christ offers is the only life there is. 


What the world calls “the life” is a counterfeit, and 
God calls it by its right name, death. a 

These principles that the Bible gives for the living 
of life are, therefore, not principles he has planned 
for Christians only, or particularly. They are God's 
way of having human life lived. God is not mocked, and 
when his plans are not followed there is a wreckage 
of life. “Whosoever would save his life shall lose it,” 
our Lord said. Young people believe that when they 
do not surrender to Christ they are giving up spir- 
itual things that they have no taste for, and are re- 
taining the real pleasures of life. But they are losing 
the very thing they think they are winning, the thing 
they call “life.” But he that loseth his life, yielding 
completely to Christ, he it is who shall find it, saving 
it unto life eternal, life that is life indeed. 

It niay be that some will hear this message, or read 
it, who have never accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as 
their personal Saviour. To such, many things in the 
message must seem far from convincing or even clear. 
Will you, then, acknowledge yourself the sinner for 
whom Christ died, and accept him as your personal 
Saviour? If you have never done that, even though 
you are a church member, do it definitely now. Then 
accept him at his word and rejoice that you are his 
child, cleansed from your old sins (John 5: 24). 

It may be that some are grieving over past failures 
in impurity. You may have fallen into seme of these 
sins without realizing the seriousness of them. Or 
there may be some who have been led into deep sin. 
Just there, at the point of great need, where sin has 
abounded, just there does the grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ abound. That is the message of the Gospel, for 
the sinner who acknowledges his sin, and for the 
Christian who confesses: present, perfect cleansing 
through his blood, the only price that can pay the 
fearful debt of the sin that is so ruinous. Accept his 
free forgiveness now, and yield the life utterly to him. 

A final word to those who have done this. We have 
seen the three great temptations. But a Christian has 
not to guard three doors of temptation, but only one. 
Christ has won the victory over Satan. Our part now 
is to look unto him for a supernatural enabling in 
our meeting of temptation. “I espoused you to one 
husband,” Paul wrote to the Corinthians, “that I 
might present yeu as a pure virgin to Christ.” He goes 
on to tell his one fear: “But I fear, lest by any means, 
as the serpent beguiled Eve in his craftiness, your 
minds should be corrupted from the simplicity and the 
purity that is toward Christ” (2 Cor. 11:2, 3). The 
one great temptation is to have our minds turned, — 
not from the “simplicity that is in Christ” as the 
Authorized Version has it, but literally “from the sin- 
gleness of heart and the chastity that is toward 
Christ.” There is our final secret of a life of true 
chastity. We have been united in love to Christ. We 
have given our hearts to him. Now our life is to be 
lived in single-hearted devotion to him, as a pure 
virgin is chaste toward her husband. Let us so learn 
Christ that we shall not be lured to any other love. 

The love of the Father, in Christ, is the secret of 
casting out the love of the world and all its lusts. 


Cotumata, S. C. 
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The Law and the Gospel 


Y THE “Law” is meant all there is in the Bible 

in the way of commandment, injunction, or pre- 
cept; by the “Gospel” is meant, all the good news of 
salvation through Christ. 


The Law says: “Do and thou shalt live’ (Rom. 


107°5). 
The oy says: “Live and thou shalt do” (Rom. 
22-4). 
The o. saya “Pay me that thou owest” (Matt. 
18: 28). 
The Gospel says: “I frankly forgive thee all” (Luke 
7: 40-42). 


~The Law came to bring us down (Rom. .3: 19). 


The Gospel came to lift us up (Eph. 2:6): 
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The Law gives the knowledge of sin (Rom. 3: 20; 
Gal. 3: 24). 

The Gospel gives the remedy for sin (Acts 13: 38, 
39; Gal. 3:24). 

The Law brings us into bondage (Gal. 4:24; 5:1). 

The Gospel sets us free (Rom. 8:2; Gal. 5:1). 

The Law deals with wages (Rom. 4:4; 6:23). 

The Gospel bestows gifts (Eph. 2:8). 

The Law demands holiness (Lev. 19: 2). 

The Gospel gives holiness (Rom. 6: 22; Heb. 12: 10). 

The Law works from without (Heb. 9:9, 10). 

The Gespel works from within (Phil. 2:13; Heb. 
10: 16). 

The Law says, “If” (Deut. 28:9, 15). 

bea says, “Therefore” (1 Cor. 6:20; Rom. 

ao & 


The Law pronounces curses (Jer. 11:3). 
The Gospel announces blessings (Rom. 4: 6-8). 


The Law says, “Do” (Deut. 7: 11, 12). 
The Gospel says, “It is done” (John 17:4). 


The Law leads us to pray for help (Psa. 40: 13). 
The Gospel leads us to praise for deliverance (1 Pet. 
2:9; Acts 16:25). 


The Law says, “Thou shalt love God” (Deut. 6:5). 
The Gospel says, “God loves us” (1 John 4: 16, 19). 
The Law condemns us (Gal. 3:10; Rom. 5: 16, 18). 
The Gospel justifies us (Rom. 5:1, 16, 18). 


The Law was given to put to death (Rom. 7: 9-11). 
The Gospel was given to make alive (1 Cor. 15:22). 
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The a“ says, “Make you a new heart” (Ezek. 
15: 31). 

The Gospel says, “A new heart will I give you” (Ezek. 
36: 25, 26). 

The Law asks for works (Gal. 3:12; Rom. 4:5). 

The Gospel asks for faith (Mark 11:22, 24; Rom. 
4:5). 

The Law urges the performance of duty (Luke 17: 


10). 
The Gospel holds up a glorious privilege (Acts 5: 41). 


The Law makes us servants (Gal. 4:1, 7). 
The Gospel makes us children (Rom. 8: 16; Gal. 4:7). 


The Law came to show us ourselves (Rom. 7: 15, 16). 
The Gospel came to show us our Saviour (Heb. 12: 
2, 3). 


The motto of the Law is, “Justice” (Deut. 19: 21; 
Matt. 5: 43, 44). 

The motto of the Gospel is “Love” (1 John 4: 10, 11; 
Matt. 5: 43, 44). 


The Law gives us the Sabbath at the end of the week 
as a-rest after a week’s work (Exod. 20: 10, 11). 
The Gospel .gives us the Lord’s Day at the beginning 
of.the week as a preparation and inspiration for 
a week of loving service (Acts 20:7; Rev. 1: 10). 


“Ye are not under the law, but under grace . 
for what the law could not do, in that it was weak 
through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin 
in the flesh: that the righteousness of the law might 
be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but 
after the Spirit” (Rom. 6:14; 8:3, 4). 














Why I Went to Bible School 


How God brought an engineer to the end of self and into His plan for service 














T WAS one night during the year 1920 that I 

actually came face to face with Jesus Christ. It 

happened on the streets of San Francisco, the town 
of my natural birth, My parents were well to do. 
I was given the best possible education at the hands 
of private tutors and an exclusive eastern boarding 
school, patterned after those of England. We attended 
chapel morning and evening and went to church on 
Sunday. I graduated from Columbia University with 
the degree of Engineer of Mines, and frequently while 
at college I attended chapel. Whenever visiting over 
week-ends or at house parties, I went to church re- 
gardless of what my hosts did. 

I believe that God honored my efforts along these 
lines, for during my senior year at college I met a 
girl who had recently found the Lord at Silver Bay 
at a Y. W. C. A. conference. She had in her heart 
resolved that she would never marry a man who would 
not pray and read the Bible with her. I gladly agreed 
to both conditions, but for many years, we lived 
worldly Christian lives. We each had our Sunday- 
school class, offered thanks at meal time often under 
trying conditions, and we prayed together. At the 
same time we attended the theaters and went to dances, 
without any conviction of grieving the Holy Spirit. 

Shortly after being discharged from the United 
States Army at the close of the World War, a friend 
sent us a copy of “Jesus Is Coming,” by W. E. B. 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, 75 cents), and 
also a number of Gospel tracts with the request that 
we distribute them. We hid the book on an upper 
shelf and consigned the tracts to the wood box. This 
friend had met my wife at a Pacific Coast Y. W. C. A. 
conference in 1913 where she had gone, hoping to see 
some one with “that look” which she had noticed years 
before upon the faces of some missionaries. This 
friend had found the Lord the year before, after years 
spent in the social whirl of San Francisco society. For 
seven long years she had prayed daily that-God would 
lead us to a complete surrender, but made no mention 
of it to us. 

At the conclusion of the war I entered the employ 
of the Standard Oil Company as a construction engi- 
neer in one of the valley towns of Califorriia. The 
following summer my wife went to San Francisco 
for the summer, to escape the intense heat. Shortly 
after my wife’s departure I came in contact with a 
fiery little ‘Hebrew Christian who lost no time in 
pointing out to me what he thought of my spiritual 
condition, but without effecting any change on my part. 

In San Francisco at our friend’s home my wife met 
the Sadhu Sundar Singh, who was then on his trip 
around the world. She knew by the look in his face 
that he had something in his life that was lacking in 
hers. After a month, to my utter dismay she wrote 
that from now on her life belonged completely and 
utterly to the Lord Jesus. This meant to me no more 
good times Saturday afternoons at the movies where 
we had come’ to’ spend our times of. recreation. -I 


‘wrote back that I could never subscribe’ to any such 


resolution, that I thought she. was going too: far. 
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A week later, I went to San Francisco. At that 
time the Rev. S. D. Gordon -was supplying a 
pulpit for the summer in that city. On the evening 
I asrived we went to hear him. Both he and his 
wife had a great influence on me. 

The next day, Saturday, I attended a business. men’s 
noon-day street meeting. The afternoon was ap- 
proaching when the matter of the movies was bound to 
arise —so I thought —and I had my arguments ready. 
After lunch. my wife suggested taking a trip out to 
the Cliff House at the beach. Now it so happened 
that many of my boyhood memories are associated 
with San Francisco’s famous Cliff House. The pro- 
posal struck me just right. I had not been there for 
years. We had a most wonderful time. She told me 
of an ex-convict who was to speak that night at the 
rooms of the National Bible Institute’s branch. We 
arrived in time to take in the street meeting which 
preceded the one inside. 

It was at this street meeting that I was called upon 
to make the great decision of my life. While some one 
was speaking, the leader, a graduate of Williams Col- 
lege, stepped up to me and asked if I would give a 
word of testimony. Seeing my wife at the organ I 
suppose he drew a natural conclusion. The terrified 
Took that came over my face convinced him that he 
had made a mistake, and he concluded his request by 
saying, “Well, just get out and say you believe the 
Gospel,” and passed on. The man was still speaking, 
and I was having the battle of my life. At home and 
in church I had been taught to believe the Gospel, 
but to tell the world that I believed it had not been a 
part of my training —it simply wasn’t done. The man 
was concluding his talk—I1 must. make my decision 
in less than thirty seconds. The thought flashed 
through my mind that to refuse would be equivalent 
to denying Christ. I stepped from the curb into the 
street and there the blessed Lord met me and handed 
me a real testimony which I delivered looking into 
the face of an earnest young man. 

Three days later while walking down a street of the 
valley town I happened across a Salvation Army meet- 
ing. Walking up to the Captain, I asked for and re- 
ceived permission to testify for the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The Lord next humbled our pride by sending an ex- 
burglar to occupy a room we had for rent. We did 
not want him, but he got in just the same. He had 
attended a Bible Institute, and remained with us for 
over a year. He started teaching a Bible class in 
our home. It grew so rapidly that we hired rooms 
down town. After seven years this work is going 
on under other leaders. { 

I was still in that stage of growth that I feared 
to be seen preaching on the street by my . Standard 
Oil associates. I often wished that it would rain on 
the days we held our meetings. But God removed the 
fear by sending them one by one to stand and look at 
me and hear me testify. All this time my ex-burglar 
friend was -talking about a Bible Institute. Then the 


Lord: began talking. After a five-months’ struggle 


I surrendered and told the Lord that if he wanted 
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me to give up my position and spend two years study- 
ing his Word it would be all right with me. 

One year later, the Lord sent one of the Institute’s 
traveling representatives to our town. He was taken 
sick and was compelled to stop over. We did not 
know the man nor had we ever heard of him, but in 
God’s miraculous way he brought the matter to my 
wife’s attention and laid it upon her heart to take 
him into our home and nurse him. For ten days he 
remained with us, at a complete loss to understand 
why the Lord was holding up his schedule and allow- 
ing the illness. Before he left, he got us to promise 
to attend the summer conference at the Institute. 
This we did, and were greatly refreshed and inspired 
by the men of God whom we were privileged to hear. 

The following fall we planned to take our vacation 
in San Francisco, but two days before setting out the 
Lord in his own way altered our course so that we 
were obliged to pass through the town where the In- 
stitute is located. The fall term was about to open. 
I had no money to attend a Bible Institute. My entire 
patrimony of several hundred thousand dollars I had 
been deprived of ever receiving. There was oppor- 
portunity for my wife to teach the Bible at thirty 
dollars per month. Not being sure of God’s will in 
the matter, I told him that if he wanted me to enter 
the school to send me work, and I would do so. 

Days passed and nothing happened, so we came to 
the conclusion that we had better go on with our 
vacation. Two days before leaving, I met the Institute 
housekeeper. She wanted to know if I was planning 
to enter the school. I said I would if the Lord would 
provide work. She said, “I have a job for you— 
cleaning bathrooms at fifteen dollars a week.” That 
afternoon [I wrote out and mailed my resignation to 
the Standard Oil Company. For one and a half years 
I followed the above mentioned duties, and often won- 
dered how I could do it and really like it. Thus my 
wife and I again became students, but in a different 
sense than ever before. 

The book, “Jesus Is Coming,” now occupies a 
prominent place in our home, and we have spent many 
happy hours with the author. Gospel tracts are bread 
and wine to our souls. Our greatest joy and relax- 
ation from office duties is to hold a street meeting 
where we can sing and preach the riches of God’s 
love. We thank him for replacing worldly ex- 
citement with enthusiasm for his Word and service. 
We thank him for the dear friend who prayed us out 
of a life of compromise to an out-and-out separ&tion 
from the world. We thank him for our ex-burglar 
friend who first told us of Bible Institutes and taught 
us to love the Word. Finally we thank him for the 
Bible Institutes all over the land that teach salvation 
through the blood of Christ, and that train young men 
to carry the Word of God to men on the street. 


w 
Bible Schools That Are True to the Faith 


)R the convenience of Sunday School Times readers, 

a list of interdenominational Bible schools (not 
theological seminaries) standing for the whole Word 
of God is given below. This list does not claim to 
be complete. Denominational schools are not included; 
information concerning these can be obtained from the 
various denominational headquarters. 


Berean Bible Training School, 1538 Wylie Avenue, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. 

Bethel Institute, 1480 North Snelling Avenue, St. Paul, 
Minn. 

Beulah Beach Bible Institute, Beulah Beach, Vermilion, 
Ohio. 

Bible Institute of Indianapolis, Lain College Building, 
Indianapolis, Ind. 

Bible Institute of Los Angeles, 536 South Hope Street, 
Los Angeles, Cal. 

Bible Institute of Pennsylvania, 
Street, Philadelphia. 

Bible Students League, Claremont, Cal. 

Bible Training School of Fort Wayne, Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Boston Bible Training School, 35 Kenilworth Street, Rox- 
bury, Mass. 

Boydton Institute, Boydton, Va. 

Brookes Bible Institute of St. Louis, 2051 Park Avenue, 
St. Louis, Mo. 

California College, 8&4 
Angeles, Cal. 

Chicago Evangelistic Institute, 1754 Washington Boule- 
ward, Chicago, Ill. 

Cincinnati Bible Seminary, 2588 Ring Place, Cincinnati, 
Ohio. : 

Columbia Bible School, Columbia, S. C. 

Cleveland Bible Institute, 3201-3231 Cedar Avenue, Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 

Denver Bible Institute, 2047 Glenarm Place, Denver, Col. 

Detroit Bible Institute, Second Boulevard and Grand 
River Avenue, Detroit, Mich. 

Dudley Bible Institute, Dudley, Mass. 

Faith Home and School, Mitchell, S. D. 

God’s Bible School and Missionary Training Home, Ring- 
gold, Young and Channing Streets, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Hastings Bible Training School, Hastings, Neb. 

Hephzibah House Bible School, s: West Seventy-fifth 
Street, New York City. 

Hesston Academy and Bible School, Hesston, Kan. 

Houston Bible Institute, Houston, Texas. 

Missionary Training Institute, Nyack, N. Y. 

Moody Bible Institute, 153 Institute Place, Chicago, [1 

National Bible Institute, 330 Weet Fifty-fifth Street, New 
York City. 


1418 North Sixteenth 


North Harvard Boulevard, Los 
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North Pacific Evangelistic 
Street, Portland, Ore. 

Northwestern Bible and Missionary Training Scheol, 6 
South Eleventh Street, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Omaha Bible Institute, 105 South Thirty-third Street, 
Omaha, Neb. 

Pasadena Bible Training School, 1800 North Hill Avenue, 
Pasadena, Cal. 

Paterson Bible School, 9 “ee Place, Paterson, N. J. 

Peninsular Bible Institute, Greensboro, Md 

Philadelphia School of the Bible, 1723 Spring Garden 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Practical Bible Training School, Bible School Park, near 
Bingh moton, N. \. 

San Antonio Bible Institute, 1720 South Presa Street, San 
Antonio, Texas. 


Institute, 1186 Borthwick 
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Seminary and Collegiate Bible Institute of Washington, 
1316 Vermont Avenue, N. W., Washington, D. C. 

Siloam School of the Bible, Siloam Springs, Ark. 

Simpson Bible Institute, 101 West Fifty-eighth Street, 
Seattle, Wash. 

St. Paul Bible Training School, 1635 Sherburne Avenue, 
St. Paul, Minn. 

Toccoa Falls Institute, Toccoa, Ga. 

Toronto Bible College, 110 College St., Toronto, Ont., Can. 

Union Bible Seminary, Westfield, Ind. 

Vancouver Bible Training School, 1601 West Tenth Avenue, 
Vancouver, B. C., Can. 

Winnipeg Bible Training School 80 Spence Stree 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Gn. es ni 

Young Women’s Bible Training Movement, 8: 
Street, Albany, N. Y. 


State 
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As God’s Word prospers in the thing whereto 
it was sent at a lonely suicide leap 








Halting Suicides With a Mountain Text 





By Karl E. Aurell 




















God has promised that his Word shall not return unto him void (Isa. 55: 11). Mr. Aurell tells how a Jap- 

anese Christian used a dull mountain wall to proclaim to would-be suicides a message of life and hope. The story 

is reprinted from the \August, 1927, issue of The Bible for China, the organ of The Bible Union of 
China, 5 Quinsan Gardens, Shanghai, China. 


BOUT sixty-six miles by railway southwest from 

Tokyo, on a rather large inlet of the ocean, the 
famous town of Atami is located. It is widely known 
for its natural hot water springs, or baths, the year 
round, for its very mild winter weather, and for its 
beautiful scenery. Atami also became famous through 
a very popular love story full of tragedy, of the 
Meiji era. In memory of the writer of that novel, 
and perhaps, also, of the novel itself, a monument 
under a beautiful pine tree on the beach has been 
constructed, and large numbers of people yet in the 
age of romance are attracted there to see it. Besides 
that, all sorts of people go there to spend week-ends, 
some whole weeks or months on vacation, because 
of the attractive peculiarities of the place. From 
Atami, on the side of the mountains which stand up 
immediately out of the’ocean, a highway has been cut, 
—a distance of about fifteen miles, — which leads to 
another well-known natural hot-water-bath town, 
called Ito. 

Along this highway, on the border of Atami facing 
the ocean, is a particularly noted place called Ma-no- 
fuchi (the devil’s gulf), where many poor sinners have 
put an end to their lives by hurling themselves into 
the deep and restless waters of the ocean. 

Some years previous to this period of time many 
had cast themselves into the ocean from steamers 
running between Tokyo and Atami. Those boats 
usually left Tokyo about eight o’clock in the evening, 
and, as they reached a certain point near Atami, about 
two o’clock next morning, men or women would jump 
overboard and drown themselves. Officers on those 
boats, therefore, had to take turns watching on deck 
to prevent such deeds from happening. However, 
since Ma-no-fuchi became popular for suicidal per- 
formances, plunging into the ocean from those boats 
has practically ceased. It is calculated that every year 
on an average of about forty suicides are committed 
at Atami. 

In the beginning, priests of the Nichiren sect of the 
Buddhists, observing this sad phenomenon, erected a 
sort of monument on a prominent point of this famous 
highway, high above the ccean shore. This monument, 
consisting of a long wooden slab, or tablet, usually 
set up at the graves in cemeteries, is supposed to have 
some virtue of consolation for the souls of the dead. 
No doubt the priests hoped that, in this case, it would 
prevent some from ending their lives. Other thoughts, 
no doubt, also were back of it. But apparently when 
despondent men and women came along and saw that 
gloomy looking tablet, thoughts of the trials, failures, 
and transitoriness of life were intensified, goading 
them on to a speedier perpetration of that for which 
they had come. “Here,” they felt, “there is some- 
body who will bring flowers and burn incense if I die”; 
and at once they would wend their way down the 
craggy and steep slope from the highway to the deep 
ocean waters below, and cast themselves away. 

The police at Atami became alarmed over the rapid 
increase of suicides and arrived at the conclusion that 
the contrivance of the Buddhist priests, rather than 
discouraging, decidedly encouraged them. That tab- 
let was not only useless, but absolutely dangerous ; and 
so it was ordered to be removed. 

At this time, a venerable, earnest Christian worker 
— Mr. Doi—went to the police and asked for per- 
mission to write, or print, in large script, Bible pas- 
sages on the massive, dusky-colored, stony mountain 
wall on the inside of the highway, just above Ma-no- 
fuchi. It was granted. At once, with white paint 
and a brush, Mr. Doi had the pleasure of causing that 
wall, silently but most impressively, to speak out the 
wonderful words of the Saviour: “Come unto me, all 
ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give 


you rest” (Matt. 11:28). They were preceded by tlie 
words: “Chotto mate, omoinaose!” (“Wait a bit — 
reflect!”) They are followed by the address of the 
church at Atami. 

The Buddhist priests did not like this “a little bit,” 
and pleaded with the police that those words should 
be ordered obliterated. The police ignored their re- 
quest. Those precious words are still there, read by 
hundreds of people every day. Not only at that point 
but at three other places along that highway Mr. Doi 
made the walls speak forth messages from God’s Book. 

The result is that six men and women, seeing those 
passages, have heard God speak and, instead of hurl- 
ing themselves into the boisterous waters of the ocean 
below, went into the town of Atami and called at the 
Christian church, where Mr. and Mrs. Doi gave them 
hearty welcome. They were most sympathetically 
dealt with and led to an experimental knowledge of 
salvation by faith in Christ as personal Saviour and 
Lord of their lives. They have returned to their 
respective homes, praising God for both physical and 
spiritual salvation. The police and many others of 
Atami are greatly impressed with the power of the 
Word of God, and Mr. and Mrs. Doi, with their little 
group of believers, are praising God for the victory 
of his Word over the power of darkness! Two of 
our dear colporteurs, while canvassing Atami selling 
portions one evening, had the privilege and joy of 
dealing with one of the above-mentioned six, leading 
her to the Lord. And only yesterday one of those 
two workers mentioned in a report to us that, in 
speaking on the “Victory of God’s Word at Atami” 
at a service, thirty-four people at once decided they 
wanted to be Christians. 

On the 12th. of March, as a prayer-meeting at the 
Atami church was closing, a young man about twenty- 
four years of age was found at the entrance asking 
that he might see the minister. The gist of what he 
told Mr. Doi is as follows: 

Fre was a silk merchant. He had met with reversals 
in business, finally utterly failed. Recently he had 
even spent much of his superior’s money, and, in 
order to avoid meeting him again, he decided to go 
to Atami and commit suicide. As he wandered on and 
on upon that mountainside road, high above the sea 
below, about seven o’clock in the evening he stopped 
at a certain point and said to himself, “Here I will 
die!” Having thrown his belongings first into the 
yawning chasm at his feet, he was on the point of 
hurling himself after them, when suddenly he thought 
he heard the sound of footfalls and waited a bit. 
Then again as the fatal plunge was to be taken, the 
same imagined sound of footfalls arrested him. That 
hesitation somehow made him reflect; and at once the 
Bible verses, and a hymn he had seen on the mountain 
wall, flashed before his mind’s eye. The words “Re- 
turn, ye wanderers, return” especially gripped him, and 
he was overcome with unutterable abashment. The 
desire to die passed away, and almost before he was 
aware of it he found himself searching for the Atami 
church. 

After having been earnestly dealt with by Mr. Doi, 
he realized what erroneous ideas of life he had had, 
and sincerely repented of his sins. Borrowing money 
from a friend who lived in Atami, he returned to his 
home, where he wrote Mr. Doi: 

“On the train homeward everything seemed new to 
me, and my heart was full of joy. Christ’s love for 
me seemed so wonderful. By your kind and earnest 
instruction I learned to know him, and by him my 
hardened heart has been entirely changed. That night 
on that high mountain road seems te me now as a bad 
dream. It is entirely due to you that I am not in the 
other world at this time.” 
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voice by faithfully distributing the Word 








Gathering His Other Sheep in Belgium 


While the Belgian Gospel Mission makes known His 


By Edith F. Norton 











it, and as we read the incident, it sounded almost 
incredible to our ears—accustomed as we are to 
displays of spiritual ignorance in our field of Belgium. 

Our new building in Ghent is admirably situated 
near the heart of the city, and a gentleman in passing 
was attracted by the window display of Gospel liter- 
ature and impelled to enter. Mr. Van Lierop was 
happy to engage him in conversation, and soon the 
Bible was mentioned and extracts from it were read 
to the interested listener. The gentleman was astounded 
by what he heard, “Why,” he exclaimed, “I ‘never 
knew that there was such a wonderful book in exist- 
ence!” This man was highly educated, occupying a 
prominent position in the City Hall, and was the sec- 
retary of a large public library. His final remark 
was, “I shall present to our Board the proposition to 
purchase several of these books for our library, our 
people must read this book.” : 4 

Mr. Van Lierop had another conversation with a 
man who had written to him about a New Testament. 
This inquirer had. read a little in a Testament bor- 
rowed from a friend who, in his turn, had received it 
from another. When Mr. Van Lierop went to see 
him, he found him to be a correspondent in foreign 
languages, connected with a large business house in 
Ghent. In his library were many English books by 
well-known writers. Hear what he said to Mr. Van 
Lierop: “In these English books that I read, so often 
I find mention of the Bible as the book in which the 
English people find comfort in days of trial. Why is 
it, I wonder, that the Belgian people are denied that 
book by which the English live day by day?” He 
added, “Here in Ghent the Bible is an absolutely un- 
known book and the people read nothing but their 
newspapers; they have nothing to encourage them in 
the struggle of life, nothing to console them in the day 
of sorrow.” He might have been reminded that he 
and his fellow Belgians had to thank the Spanish 
rulers of the Middle Ages, who, with their infamous 
Netherlands Inquisition, stamped out the practice of 
Bible reading. 

But our joy and rejoicing is that a new day has 
dawned for this land, and again the Bible is finding its 
way into the homes and hearts of this people. Here 
in Ghent, tens of thousands of working men will have 
no more of the superstitions of Rome, and unless we 
reach them quickly Bolshevism and Atheism will claim 
them. At a great factory in this city just recently 
hundreds of these men listened with the deepest rev- 
erence to the preaching of the Gospel at the noon hour. 
At five o’clock of the same afternoon a meeting was 
held for the workers of another great factory. Here 
ene of our workers distributed two thousand copies of 
“God Hath Spoken.” The workmen were wild to 
obtain the little book and lifted him off his feet in their 

erness. How great is the privilege of those who 
man the posts of the Belgian Gospel Mission —men 
like Mr. Teeuwissen of Bruges, Pastor Waelti of Brus- 
sels, Mr. Meyer of Antwerp, Mr. Bolomey of Liege, 
Mr. Newsy, Mr. Bentley, Mr. Meersman, and scores 
of others; but tremendous are their responsibilities and 
problems also, and they bespeak the prayers of those 
who read. If space permitted we should rejoice to 
present to our beloved friends of The Sunday School 
Times all of our hundred workers and wives of 
workers. They have been told many times of what 
the loyal co-operation of The Sunday School Times 
readers has meant to the Mission. 

There is another, smaller group of workers at 
Headquarters in Brussels whose names rarely appear 
in printed articles. But what would the work be with- 
out such men as Charles Grandjean, faithful Treasurer 
and Bookkeeper; Jean Schmid, Superintendent of 
Buildings; Jonathan G. Williams, Business Manager 
of our French paper; A. C. Van Puffelen, Assistant 
Dean of the Flemish Bible School; O. Vansteenberghe, 
Superintendent of Posts, and the editors of our two 
papers, “Notre Esperance” and “Onze Hoop,” Messrs. 
Jung and Monsma; and last of all, John C. Winston. 
Five years ago Mr. and Mrs. Winston came to the 
field, and after the first year it was evident that Mr. 


|: WAS our worker at Ghent that wrote us-about 


- Winston was the divinely appointed helper for whom 


Mr. Norton had been praying. For four years now 
he has been Assistant Director, and the esteem and 
love of the Belgian people and the complete confidence 
in which he is held by the Mission Directors are his 
reward for the intelligent and devoted fidelity he has 
shown in his difficult task. How happy one is, to have 


~ any share, unseen though it be, in such a mighty move- 


ment of God as we are witnessing in Belgium. 

From our post of Soignies comes the story of the 
beautiful conversion of an elderly man, a pensioner of 
the railroad. He had come, as was his custom, from. 
time to time, to visit the home of his nephew in this 


town. Here he met some of the new converts. Here 





also he met the head of the post, Mr. Castiaux. The 
latter spoke to him of his soul’s concerns and gave 
him a marked New Testament. The man read it 
through carefully three times, and as a result truly 
gave his life to the Lord. The fruit of his decision 
was evident from the first. His daughter-in-law’s 
testimony concerning him was striking. “During the 
sixteen years he has lived with us,” she said, “I have 
never seen him so happy and pleasant, and no oaths 
have been heard falling from his lips since his change. 
He often calls to me to come and listen to some por- 
tion of the Scripture that has charmed him. Moreover, 
he never goes now to play cards in the cafés as 
he used to. What a transformation!” Later this 
man said to Mr. Castiaux, “Is it indeed true 
that the Lord pardons freely all our past sins? Oh, 
that I had known you forty years earlier.” And in 
his home his son and wife are also beginning eagerly 
to read the Word of God. 

How simple is the faith of these converts! It 
searches out what is not of the Spirit of God and brings 
the sinful habit or indulgence forth to be destroyed. 
In the difficult post of Marche, in fanatical Luxem- 
bourg, we see a woman convert who brings the 
pack of cards with whith she used to. predict 
the future, that they may be burned. Here in 
the same post is a man finding Christ after long 
seeking. He prays for deliverance from the pas- 
sion of smoking and has his prayers answered, but his 


conscience is not yet at rest, for he is a member of 


the “Liberal” brass band, and feels, as he says, that 
it is a hindrance in his way, and he desires the Lord to 
deliver him from it. So the workers pray together 
with him and deliverance is given and he severs his 
connection with this worldly organization. Now his 
wish is to obtain an instrument so as to aid by his 
playing in our open-air meetings. 

Here is the story of an old woman at another post, 

Enghien. Through another convert she was induced 
to attend our meeting. Her tears that formerly flowed 
incessantly are now checked, her grief of heart as- 
suaged. She has swept all the idols —crucifixes and 
images of saints—out of her house, and her life is 
radiant. Then there is old Maria, poor and suffering, 
a hopeless cripple for seven years. Some one took 
her to one of our tent meetings and her soul was won. 
Now when a worker goes to read the Bible to her, she 
is received as an angel from Heaven, and Maria’s 
worn hands -are clasped in ecstacy during the read- 
ing. Capuchin fathers gave her a loaf of bread each 
week as a dole, but they told her she could choose be- 
tween her bread and attendance at our hall. The 
simple soul hesitated never a moment and decided for 
the meetings, but the bread is still given to her. One 
day she said to the worker, “When one loves Jesus, 
can one go to the movies?” Tenderly the worker re- 
plied, “When we love Jesus we avoid going there lest 
we stain our soul.” “ if well,” was her reply, “then 
for me that’s the end of it. Never will I go there 
again.” 
“Other sheep” are there, but of His sheepfold, and 
He is gathering them from the dark and the cold 
that is without, into the exceeding joy and comfort of 
his presence, into the warmth of the Master’s house. 

Brussexts, Bercium. 


we 
The Diary of a Bible 


This “ Diary” is not new, but its message is such a chal 
lenging one that it is worth repeating in this Bible Study 
Number of The Sunday School Times. 


ANUARY 15.—Been resting quietly for a week. 

The first few nights after the first of this year 

my owner read me regularly, but he has forgotten 
me, I guess. 

February 2—Clean up. I was dusted with other 
things and put back in my place. 

_February 8—Owner used me for a short time after 
dinner, looking up a few references. Went to Sunday- 
school. 

March 7.—Clean up. Dusted and in my place again. 
Have been down in the lower hall since -ny trip to 
Sunday-school. 


April 2.—Busy day. Owner fled League meeting 
and had to look up references. He had an awful time 
finding one, though it was right there in its place all 
the time. 

May 5.—In grandma’s lap all afternoon. She is 
here on a visit. She let a teardrop fall on Colossians 
2: §-7. 

May 6.—In grandma’s lap again this afternoon. 
She. spent most of her time on 1 Corinthians 13 and 
the last four verses of the 15th chapter. 
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May 7, 8, 9.—In grandma's lap every afternoon now. 
It’s a comfortable spot. Sometimes she reads to me 
and sometimes she talks to me. 

- May 10o.—Grandma gone. , Back in the old. place. 
She kissed me good-by. 

June 3.—Had a couple of four-leaf clovers stuck in 

me today. 


July 1.—Packed in a trunk with clothes and other 
things. Off on a vacation, I guess. 


July 7.—Still in the trunk. 


July 10—Still in the trunk, though nearly every- 
thing else has been taken out. 

July 15.—Home again and in my old place. Quite 
a journey, though I do not see why I went. 

August 1.—Rather stuffy and hot. Have two mag- 
azines, a novel, and an old hat on top of me. Wish 
they would take them off, 

September 5.—Clean up. Dusted and set right again. 

September 10.—Used by Mary a few moments to- 
day. She was writing a letter to a friend whose 
brother had died, and she wanted an appropriate verse. 

September 30.—Clean up again. 

“Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? 
by taking heed thereto according to thy word” (Psa. 
119:9). 

“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto 
my path” (Psa. 119: 105). 


A Letter from the Farm Mother 
to Another Son at College 


Skylight Farm. 
Dear Cortrece Boy—Nor MINE, BuT ANOTHER 
MoTHER’s: 

By a rather circuitous route, certain questions of 
yours have come to my attention. The Editors of the 
Times have asked me to make your problem the sub- 
ject of one letter in this series. I do so gladly. This 
“Boy o’ Mine” is no make-believe, but a very real 
person; and therefore I count all college boys my 
friends, and their problems my gravest concern. 

Your immediate question, like that of so many 
students today, is, Shall I join a fraternity? You 
have been, it seems, an outstanding and upstanding 
Christian in your own community. Of course you 
have no thought now of forsaking your colors, and 
the fraternity problem might be no problem at all were 
it not for the prevalence of two practices in which you 
have never engaged, namely, dancing and smoking. 

On the subject of fraternities in the abstract I shall 
say nothing. My own son has joined one, but it holds 
neither smokers nor dances, and is a local in a college 
that takes a very positive stand against dancing. In 
fairness let me say that the fraternities I know best 
do try to maintain a high standard of scholarship and 
to —_- early hours, at least among their pledges 
and athletes. If, however, I were to state my own 
preferences on the subject, my position would appeal 
much more favorably to the people of my own gener- 
ation than to you. You would at once say to me as 
you say to your mother, “I don’t think you understand 
fraternities.” That may be true. One thing I do 
understand quite as vividly as I did twenty years ago - 
is the fact that youth does not like to be left out of the 
fun, to be what you call a social outcast. Yet in the 
college I know best, while most of the students do be- 
long to fraternities, far and away the most popular, 
outstanding man last year was an outsider. He held 
his position by virtue of radiant, consecrated person- 


. ality. 


, Most of what I wish to say I base on two sentences 
in a letter of yours, for here we meet on common 
ground. Yon say, “I don’t see anything so dreadful 
about smoking and dancing anyway. I think that we 
living in small towns get narrow-minded.” 

_I have lived much in a little town, some years in a 
city, and now live out in the open spaces, and I have 
tried to keep my mind and heart wide open all the time. 
And oh, how well I know those two words that my 
Lord once used, broad and narrow. Youth stands at 
the crossroads and cries, “What! Take that narrow, 
rutted, grass-grown trail? Surely this broad, well- 
kept highway is the main thoroughfare.” And experi- 
- answers, “True, friend, but it does not get you 
there.” 

Your own words, Lad, “Not so very dreadful,” show 
you to be on the defensive even to yourself. “Know 
ye not that ye are a temple of God? If any man de- 
stroy the temple of God, him shall God destroy.” It 
is not necessary to bomb a lovely piece of architecture 
in order to destroy it. Simply defacing it a little at a 
time is quite as effective. 

Do you recall the old story Van Dyke has named 
“The Blue Flower”? I think it was Bayard Taylor 


who told it long ago under the title, “The Key Flower.” 
A_man plucks a tiny blossom growing on the moun- 
tainside, whereupon a treasure cave suddenly opens to 
him. Do you remember how in his eagerness to grasp 
the treasures he drops the flower, while a warning 
voice cries, “Take what you want, but don’t forget 
the best.” Loaded with the richest of the gems, he 
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finally emerges from the cave, forgetting the key 
flowcr, but lo! in the light of day his treasures turn to 
dead leaves in his hands. 

We hear ‘so much more about breadth today than 
about depth — and altitude. If you want to become a 
stagnant pond, spread out, be broad, absorb everything 
around you, giving out nothing, and become a breed- 
ing spot for carp and mud cat and lily-pads and 
malaria mosquitoes. Many organizations that were 
once splendidly Christian show that tendency. For 
my part, I find more to admire in the narrow, tumbling 
mountain torrent, fed by the snows of Heaven, where 
cool draughts and flashing trout invite the wayfarer, 
and power is generated to turn the wheels of progress. 
The Platte River is, for its volume, the broadest stream 
in the world—and the driest; yet no one crosses a 
continent to see it. It’s well worth a trip half way 
round the globe to watch the Colorado go raging down 
its narrow bed, cutting a gorge through the solid rock. 

Join a fraternity? I dare not tell you, Lad, but I 
can bid you count the cost. A most revolting murder 
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was confessed the other day. A young wife killed 
her husband with a hammer and then went to a bridge 
party in a neighboring city and played brilliantly. Her 
defense is to be based upon some psychological ques- 
tion of a dual personality, that of the denizen of your 
narrow village and of the city belle. Has our rural 
life, then, become so unbearable? Oh, youth and home 
standards and civilization itself are in the balance to- 
day! Which way will you throw your weight? The 
Captain of your salvation was made perfect through 
suffering. Only a brave soldier dares the narrow, dif- 
ficult way He leads. You and I, Friend, have a ren- 
dezvous with Christ. I want to clasp your hand there 
and hear you say, “I have fought a good fight. I’ve 
kept faith with my Lord and a Christian home.” 


THE Farm MorHer. 





The letter to The Sunday School Times from another 
mother, to which the Farm Mother refers this week, was 
published in “Notes on Open Letters” in the Times of 
January 21. 











of rowdies by telling of ‘‘ The Cow Boy’s Hero.”’ 





David Lester and the Tough Bunch 


When a young World War veteran captured a class 


By Winifred M. New 
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you can sympathize with the superintendent who was confronted, one Sunday, with the problem 


Per 
of what to do with a class of six or seven half-grown, harum-scarum boys 


school since their Primary days. 


that had not been to Sunday- 


David Lester, the superintendent's nephew, knew how to reach them. Whether 


you are teaching boys or girls, you will want to read the series that begins with this article, for its wealth of sug- 


gestion on how to reach and hold your class. 


If you know of teachers who are discouraged and perplexed with their classes, and who may be helped by 


David Lester's experience, you may send them the entire series for 25 cents. 
carry The Sunday School Times to those you may designate 


you will mention “ David Lester and the Tough Bu 
323 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 


tremely troubled. His eyes were on the back 
bench, where six or seven half-grown, and some- 
what rowdy, youths were sitting. 

“Now, whatever made them come to Sunday- 
school?” was his unspoken thought. One of the 
teachers stood by, and following the superintendent’s 
gaze, he said, as if in answer to the question, “I can’t 
think what brought them, but — it’s very gratifying, 
I’m sure.” 

“Oh, very!” agreed the superintendent hurriedly, 
“we want to bring them all in, only, only —.” Only, 
‘vhat to do with them next, that was the question. 
These particular boys were the “touch bunch” of the 
district, or rather, that was their reputation. Most 
of them lived on the outskirts of the town, and spent 
their time in doing chores or working for the ranchers 
there. They were in every kind of wild sport that 
was going, and had never been inside the Sunday- 
school since they had left the Primary Department, 
years before. So it was not to be wondered at that 
the superintendent was surprised and a little dismayed. 
Just then David Lester came in, the superintendent’s 
nephew. 

“Why, Uncle! What’s the trouble?” was his greet- 
ing. His voice was so clear and cheery that you 
would never have guessed that his left arm was arti- 
ficial, and that his left leg was often a center of pain. 
But though his body had been injured by the ravages 
of war, his spirit was unharmed. Long weeks in an 
English hospital had given him time to think, and 
since returning to Canada he had been heard to say, 
“When God took away my left arm, he gave me his 
own right hand, so I am better off than I was before.” 
And so it seemed to be. _ Now, as soon as he noticed 
the boys that were causing the two older men such 
agitation, his eyes lit up. 

“Isn't that great!” he exclaimed. “May I teach them? 
Please say I may. Today’s lesson is, just made for 
them, too.” The superintendent glanced again at the 
lesson title, “The Triumphant Entry into Jerusalem.” 
What interest could there be to those boys in palm 
leaves and children’s hosannas? But Lester got his 
way, as usual, — indeed, it seemed to the puzzled super- 
intendent to be the only solution of the problem. It 
was soon time for the lesson. 

“Say!” began Lester. “Did any of you fellows ever 
ride an unbroken colt?” There was surprise for a 
moment, but decided interest. 

“T did once,” said John Johnson, “for about a min- 
ute and a. half.” The other boys laughed, and Pete 
Smith broke in eagerly, 

“There’s an Indian down at Dawson’s ranch, I 
watched him in the corral yesterday. Say! He knows 


Tes superintendent was looking as he felt, ex- 


how to ride, though.” 

Then Mike Nichol joined in, “He couldn’t beat a 
fellow I know, he could ride and stay on. I saw him 
once with an unbroken colt, and in fifteen minutes he 
could make it do anything —eat out of his hand al- 
most.” 

“Ho!” said a scoffer, “it must have been one-of those 


Such short term subscriptions will 
for ten weeks, and will include the entire series if 


nch,’’ and address The Sunday School Times Company, 


— that are born tame, there are some, I’ve seen 
them.’ 

“This one,” said Mike, in grandly superior tones, 
“had bucked off five other men that had tried to ride 
him, and he tried to buck off one fellow too many, and 
he didn’t get away with it.” 

“I wonder why he didn’t,” said Lester. 

“He couldn’t,” said Mike, “this fellow was like that 
with animals, there was something about him that 
made him so he had to be boss.” 

“Did he hit them?” asked Lester. 

“Hit them!” repeated Mike, with withering scorn 
in his tones. “I should say not. He just, well, I 
don’t know what he did, it must have been something 
inside of him that made the animals mind, and folks, 
too.” 
“I wish he could be down at our place tomorrow,” 
said Dick Tempest, who had been quiet up till now. 
“I have to drive some pigs to town, and that’s a miser~ 
able job.” 

“It’s no worse than driving cattle,” said John John- 
son, “that’s what I have to do.” 

Lester spoke quietly, “Fellows, do you think that 
Jesus ever rode an unbreken colt, or drove cattle?” 

“Do we—what?” There was no mistaking the 
surprise now. 

“Sure he didn’t,” said the unabashed Mike, “he just 
walked about gently and preached.” 

“The lesson I studied to teach today,” said Lester, 
“tells how Jesus both rode an unbroken colt, and 
drove cattle.” 

“Does it truly?” 

“Is it in the Bible?” Lester couldn’t: help smiling. 

“Let’s look and see,” he suggested. This they did, 
and. sure enough the words were there, a colt ““whereon 
mever man sat.” 

“It might have been a quiet one.” 

- “It wasn’t a horse colt, it was a donkey.” 

“What is a donkey?” 

“Something like a mule.” 

“A mule! Gee! An unbroken horse is bad enough, 
but an unbroken mule!” 

“And he didn’t even have a proper saddle!” 

“And it didn’t cut up a bit, even with all those chil- 
dren hurrahing and shouting !” 

“He must have been some rider. 
did it?” 

“How did Mike’s friend do it?” asked Lester. 
looked suddenly more interested than ever. 

“It was something inside of Him,” he said solemnly. 

“If I'd been there,” said Pete, “I’d have shouted one 
of the loudest hosannas of anybody, I guess it meant 
something like ‘hurrah’ in those days.” (And these 
were the boys the superintendent thought would not 
be interested in children’s praises!) 

“You said he drove cattle, too,” said John. “Did 
he ride horseback, or go on foot, the way Father 
makes me lots of times?” 

“We'll look and see,” said Lester again, but this 
time the boys were a little disappointed. 

“He knocked over tables and money, and chased 


I wonder how he 


Mike 
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men out, but he didn’t ride horseback, and the only 
animals there were doves.” 

“Maybe they were that time,” agreed Lester, “but 
another time it was different.” He found John, chap- 
ter 2, and the boys almost shouted when they read 
that he drove out sheep and oxen. 

“I'd like to have been there and helped him,” said 
Dick. 

“They'd have been worse than pigs,” laughed John, 
“sheep and oxen mixed. Why did he do it?” 

“Their owners were using them for profiteering in 
God’s house,” said Lester, and as all these boys, though 
young in years, were almost. mature in much of their 
business knowledge, they understood and appreciated 
the further explanations he gave them. 

“And why did he ride the unbroken colt?” asked 
Mike, going back to the earlier story. “Say! He 
must have had a great time when he was young. That 
fellow I told you about was nearly forty, but you 
wouldn’t have known it.” 

“Jesus was thirty-three,” said Lester,” and less than 
a week later he died.” 

“What a shame!” exclaimed Dick, for the moment 
forgetting the orthodox stories of Jesus he had heard, 
and thinking only of the Jesus he was now beginning 
to admire. 

“Couldn’t he have stopped it, if he was God, and 
able to do everything?” asked Pete. 

“He could, of course,” said Lester; “but he wouldn't. 
He knew, when he rode that unbroken colt, that he 
was riding to his death, and he was glad to do it, for 
you and me.” The boys looked at Lester in silence. 
They were too untrained and inexperienced to appre- 
ciate the greatness of our Saviour’s sacrifice in the 
atonement, but here was something they could under- 
stand—a young man, ready to give up his joy in 
manly strength not only for his friends, but for his 
enemies as well. Already they loved him for it. Just 
then the superintendent’s bell rang. Mike looked up. 

“Say!” he said, eagerly, “if we come again next 
Sunday, will you tell us some more about him?” 


‘(To be continued in next week’s issue) 
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How I Keep My Reference Material 


A “Bible Companion” that preserves invaluable lesson 
help for the busy teacher 


By Ruby Almond 


\ 

INCE we have acquired the habit of putting every- 

thing in writing and trusting nothing to memory, 
we have lost the trick of remembering, and have be- 
come the slaves of our notes. -The obvious solution, 
a complete and thorough file, is exceedingly bother- 
some to the average amateur Bible student, who there- 
fore Icts priceless material slip through his fingers. 

A simple but efficient way to conserve this material 
is to secure two loose-leaf notebooks, with ruled sheets 
seven and three-quarters by five inches, hinged at the 
sides. One serves for the Old Testament, the other 
for the New. Most stationers carry gray or other 
colored index strips in twelve or fifteen inch lengths. 
These are about an inch wide and of double thickness. 
From the folded edge half way out to the free edges, 
the two sides are glued solidly together with a rigid 
filling. The open edges are well gummed for attach- 
ing to the index pages. The strips should be cut into 
pieces about one-quarter inch long. Insert blank 
pages in the book. , e 

Gum one of the cut sections to the outer edge of 
the first page, close to the top. Attach a section to 
the second page so that its upper edge falls just below 
the lower edge of the one above. Continue until the 
bottom of a page is reachéd, then start a second series 
at the top again. On the first tab print with ink the 
abbreviation for Matthew, on the next Mark, and so 
on. These are the title sheets for each book, and 
facilitate quick finding. 

Following the title sheet are inserted as needed sep- 
arate pages for each chapter, labeled, for example, 
“Acts — Chap. 6.” Entries are made beside the verse 
number which is in the margin. These will not neces- 
sarily fall in numerical sequence, but will occur in the 
order of entry. A glance at the margin will reveal 
any other comments on the same verse. This is not 
so logical as might be desired, but any other order 
will require more time, books, and paper. 

When _I read my Bible, I obligate myself to get 
something out of it, and to record the impression at 
once. This necessitates thinking, and obviates the tod- 
easily acquired habit of mechanical reading. Into my 
“Bible Companion,” as I call it, go also brief notes 
from study books and sermons. I give the source and 
date of each entry, so that I may distinguish my own 
from others’ work and give the proper. credit when 
using them. In preparing lessons or talks on given 
passages, I review these notes, add new material, con- 
serve hours of time, and do better work. Lengthy 
entries, where a clipping might be secured, are never 
wise. These I file in ordinary envelopes under either 
book or theme heading. The “Bible Companion,” un- 
der the chapter and verse concerned, bears a reference 
to the field material. Frequent cross references are 
also used to advantage. 
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Lesson for February 12 
Mark 1:14, 15; 4: 1-34 








From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 














And the Pharisees also, who were covetous, 
heard ali these things: and they derided him 
(Luke 16: 14). 


| pend UKTERIZON, derided, is from mukter, the 
nose. They turned up their noses at his teach- 
ing. The word again appears in the account of the 
Passion —“And the rulers also mocked him” (Luke 
23:35). It follows immediately after our Lord’s 
prayer: “Father, forgive them; for they know not 
what they do.” They mocked his teaching, they 
mocked his suffering love, they mocked his prayers, 
they mocked his forgiveness. . 

“Be not deceived,” says the apostle in using the 
word the only other time that it occurs in the New 
Testament, “one cannot turn up one’s nose at God 
unscathed. Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he 
also reap” (Gal. 6:7). 


And they that have done evil, unto the resur- 
rection of damnation (John 5:29). 


T IS not merely “done evil,” but “have practiced 

evil, or vileness,” ta phaula praxantes. So, again, 
in John 3:20: “For every one that practiceth evil 
[phaula prasson] hateth the light.” 

“If ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you,” said Jesus. Trespasses 
are paraptomata, stumblings, false steps. This is not 
the .gait of those who march consciously into sin. 
Jesus was delivered for our paraptomata (Rom. 4: 
25), our trespasses, our stumblings. Sin persisted in 
cannot share in the deliverance. 

The distinction is brought out later in John. “If 
any man willeth [or wishes] to do his will [thele to 
thelema autou poein], he shall know of the teaching” 
(John 7:17). This is he that doeth truth and cometh 
to the light (John 3:21). But those who are of their 
father the Devil wish to do, or willfully do, thelete 
poein, the lustful works of their father (John 8: 44). 
They are practicers of vileness. 

In Hebrews 6:6 the same distinction between will- 
ful and accidental sin is indicated by the tense of the 
verb. “It is impossible to renew to repentance those 
who have fallen away, crucifying to themselves the 
Son of God afresh.” The present tense implies de- 
liberate, insolent, and continuous apostasy. “If,” said 
the Jewish rabbis, “a man has merely touched a 
creeping thing, the smallest drop of water suffices for 
his Levitical purification. But if he keeps the unclean 
thing purposely in his hand, an ocean of ablutions will 
not make him clean.” 

New Hampton, N. H. 








Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 




















Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Phila- 
delphia. No names or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in these 
columns, Mother Ruth will be glad to reply indi- 
vidually if possible, if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: You have stated in your column sev- 
eral times what your attitude toward the movies and 
theater is. I do not attend, as I do not think a Chris- 
tian has a right to give his sanction to that sort of 
thing or help support it. Now the question is: 
Should we as Christians listen to the vaudeville perform- 
ances, the plays, the stage jokes that are sent out over 
the radio when we would not give our presence to them 
in person? Often in our family in hunting stations we 
have accidentally hit some theater that was broadcasting; 
is it right to listen, especially if we are entertaining 
friends whose custom it is to attend the theater, or should 
we hunt for some place that is sending out good music, 
lectures, and such features? We hate jazz, and often it 
is hard to get much else but that and the movie or 
theater programs. So far we never have heard anything 
vulgar or out of the way from these theater stations.— 
RADIO FAN. 


Y DEAR “RADIO FAN”: “Keep thyself 
pure,” we are told in 1 Timothy 5: 22. 
again, in Proverbs 4:23 we are told, “Keep thy heart 
with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.” 
Again the Saviour prayed for us, in John 17:15, “I 
pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the 
world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the 
evil.” We must remember that everything that goes 
through the ear and the eye leaves some impression 
on us, and does it leave us purer or less so? We have 
a right to study the results of these outside influences, 
and know whether we are nearer to Christ when we 
have finished listening or whether we are subtly drawn 
from our closest communion with him. Life is too 
real to allow any of these worldly things to become 
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a part of us,.and especially to cultivate in usa taste 
for the crude and the vulgar. 

If you have those in your company who enjoy these 
things, and they are in your house, it may be an 
opportunity to let them know your stand on such 
things, and a little testimony from you may be an 
enlightenment to them that God can bless with con- 
viction. ‘Be true to your standards, and do not lower 
them for any person, but rather take it as an oppor- 
tunity to let them know what your ideal is. s to 
jazz, I am so sorry for the youth of our land, that 
it is being fed on such trash, under the name of music, 
Let us always be on the side to “lift up” and not 
“pull down.” 

A few Sundays ago, a ‘number of us who were so 
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situated that we could not go to cHurch turned on the 
radio, and began to listen to a sermon taken from 
a great text: “And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, 
will draw all men unto me” (John 12:32). Such 
a sermon and that man’s idea of “lifting up” the 
Redeemer were enough to make me turn off the radio. 
We found that it was a preacher of a Unitarian church, 
and of course you can readily see that the atonement 
was left out, and the whole verse distorted, to meet 
that man’s views. But we could not find it out until 
we had heard some of his remarks. It was a lesson 
that we shall never forget. How we must be on the 
watch to remain true to the Lord we love! But it is 
a privilege to show our colors, and to be unafraid to 
stand up for what is highest and best. 














A New Type Arising in Zion 


What t impressed a British Sec- F 
retary of Stare for the Colonies’ BY Thomas M. Chalmers, Directs: of the New ior 


Jewish Evangelization Society 














HIGH spot of interest connected with the Balfour 
Declaration is the result on the new Jewish 
population of life on the soil. Colonel Leopold 

Amery, British Secretary of State for the Colonies, in 
an address at Johannesburg, South Africa, gives his 
impressions thus: 

“I visited Palestine two yéars ago, and I must con- 
fess that my visit made a very profound impression 
upon me. Let me take the question of the agricultural 
settlements. I motored across that great plain of 
Esdraelon, which only a few years ago was one great 
fever-stricken swamp. I metored across: it in early 
spring; and here from end to end was one field of 
pale green wheat and barley, a beautiful sight between 
the hills surrounding it. I stopped at a little settle- 
ment —I think it was Nahalal —and I talked to the 
settlers there. They had only been established three 
years on the ground. In the first year, I think, be- 
tween sixty and seventy percent of the pioneers who 
worked at draining the ground were stricken down 
with malaria; in the second year, when the ground 
was drained, the proportion was down to something 
like three percent, and in the third year it was down 
to under a half percent. And what struck me most of 
all there, and in the other Jewish agricultural settle- 
ments, was the splendid type of children. The boys 
and girls and young men growing up there in health- 
ful open air conditions were showing that after all, 
given their chance, Jews are not necessarily only a city- 
bred people, but can produce a fine, strong, deep- 
chested, upstanding type of farmer. I think there 
may not be as many of these settlements as the more 
optimistic hope will be established there, but the foun- 
dation is good, with a fine type of native Jewish popu- 
lation beginning to grow up in Palestine, speaking not 
only their own language, but also the Arab of their 
neighbors, getting to understand their neighbors, get- 
ting on well with them.” 

The colony of Nahalal, mentioned by Colonel 
Amery, is west of Nazareth. The settlers have dug 
fourteen miles of drainage channels there, have planted 
60,000 grape vines, 30,000 fruit trees, and 25,000 other 
trees. And this in a region of which the Arabs said 
that not even a bird could live there! This change 
has taken place since November, 1921. 


How a Jewish Rabbi Thinks 


ABBI JOEL BLAU sends forth to the public his 

book, “The Wonder of Life,” pantheistic in spirit, 
yet enchanting in style. Some of his thoughts are well 
worth reading, as exhibiting the thoughts of a modern 
rabbi on an ethical line: 


“Show me your treasure, and I will show you your 
heart. Show me the thing you admire, and I will 
show you the thing you are. Show me the spread of 
your wings, and I will show you the peak of your as- 
piration. Show me the cleft of your feet, and I will 
show you the depth of your native moor. Disclose to 
me the nature of your hunger, and I will reveal to you 
the nature of your gratifications. You are what you 
seek, and what you seek is the image of your spirit — 
is you. Show me what you praise and prize, and I 
will show you your God.” 
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A Noted Yiddish Poet Dies 


EWISH journals bewail the fact that three Jews 

of eminent name have been lost to Jewry in re- 

cent months. First, Israel Zangwill died in Eng- 
land, then Asher Ginsberg in Palestine, then Solomon 
Bloomgarden, whose pen name was Yehoash, died at 
his home in New York at the age of fifty-six. 

While not unacquainted with other languages, Yeho- 
ash wrote almost exclusively in Yiddish. He glorified 
that peculiar conglomerate language by his poems 
and sketches of modern Jewish life. He was consid- 
ered. one of the greatest Jewish poets of the present 
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time. Coming to America from Poland when he 
was barely twenty, he soon grew into the life of Jew- 
ish America. He studied Oriental tongues and trans- 
lated much of the old Arabian literature, including, 
portions of the Koran, for the Yiddish press. Among: 
his translations into Yiddish were the Rubaiyat of 
Omar Khayyam, Hiawatha, and a new version of the 
Old Testament, which cost him fifteen years of hard 
labor. Some authorities consider this one of the finest 
translations of Holy Writ. It came out as a special 
supplement to The Day and is not in book form. An- 
other work was his “Dictionary of Hebrew-and Chal- 
dean Words in Yiddish,” of great value to students of 
Yiddish. 
w 


Intermarriage Between Jew and Gentile 


[NT ERMARRIAGE between Jews and Gentiles in 
Soviet Russia is increasing greatly, according .to 
figures compiled by the Jewish Scientific Institute in 
Berlin, dealing with the situation in fifty-six of the 
largest towns in the Ukraine during the year 1924, 
says the Jewish Tribune. Of the total of 10,806 Jew- 
ish males who were married during that year, 490 took 
Christian wives. Of a total of 10,909 Jewish women 
who were married in these towns during the same pe- 
riod, 593 married non-Jews. The largest percentage of 
intermarriage in the Ukraine was found in Elizabeth- 
grad, where the intermarriages amounted to ten per- 
cent. In two other towns of large Jewish population, 
no intermarriages were recorded. An interesting de- 
tail is disclosed by the figures concerning Leningrad 
(St. Petersburg). During the first years after 
the Bolshevik revolution, one-third of the marriag:s 
of Jews were with non-Jews; in 1924, the number of 
intermarriages was only fifteen percent. 


+3 
The Latest Statistics of Zionism 


HE Zionist Organization submitted in June, 1927, a 

memorandum on the development of the Jewish Na- 
tional Home in 1926-1927 to the Secretary-General of 
the League of Nations for the information of the 
Permanent Mandates Commission. It gives most im- 
portant figures relating to Jewish activities in Pales- 
tine in 1926. 

A computation made by the Government of Pales- 
tine shows that on September 1, 1926, the Jews of 
Palestine numbered 158,000, or 17.6 percent of a total 
population of 887,000, as compared with 83,794, or 
II.I percent of a total population of 757,182 by the 
census of October, 1922. 

The Jewish immigration in 1926 numbered 13,056, 
and the departures reached a total of 7,340. This leaves 
a net immigration, for the year, of 5,716, as com- 
pared with 31,650 in i925, 10,819 in 1924, and 3,955 in 
1023. The total net Jewish immigration into Pales- 
tine since the war (excluding pre-war residents re- 
turning to their homes in the land) was approximately 


,000, 

It is further stated that agricultural colonization 
made steady progress during 1926. The total number 
of Jewish agricultural settlements in the country ‘s 
over 120. The Jewish rural population increased dur 
ing the year by 7,000 (including labor transferred from 
the towns to the colonies), and at present numbers 
about 32,000. 

There is much else of great interest in the mem: 
randum that cannot be summarized here. It is publish: . 
in full in The New Palestine of June 24, 1927 ¢— 
York). 

New York City. 


A helpful book on the Primary Department illus- 
trating the work of an actual Sunday-school is “Our 
Primary Department,’ by William D. Murray. It 
may be had from Harper and Bros., 49 E. 33rd Street, 
New York City, at 75 cents. 








50 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


JANUARY 28, 1928 





wee ne 


—— 





LESSON 7. FEBRUARY 12. JESUS PICTURES THE KINGDOM OF GOD 


International Uniform Lesson.—Mark 1: 14, 15; 4: 1-34 


Golden Text.—Thy kingdom come. 


Thy will be done, as in heaven, so on earth.— Matt, 6 : 10 








The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 


66 HAT which was to Isaiah the exalting of 
every valley and the bringing low of every 
mountain and to Daniel the overthrow of a 
mighty image whose aspect was terrible by a stone 
cut without hands was to Jesus but the sowing of a 
grain of mustard seed.”—Bishop Chadwick. 


Verse by Verse 


Mark 4: 26.—Note the omission af the words, “to 
them,” of verse 21. It indicates that this parable 
formed part of an address to the people in general 
and not merely to the disciples. 

The parable of the seed growing secretly is related 
only by Mark. Let us take some details of the parable 
for consideration first, reserving until later the study 
of the lessons of the parable as a whole. A man. We 
need not inquire too minutely who the sower is. Pri- 
marily it is the Lord himself. But it may include any 
worker for the kingdom of God, not omitting your- 
self, dear Sunday-school teacher. 

Verse 27.—Should sleep and rise. The sowing is 
only one part of the farmer’s activities. When that 
has been accomplished, he has other things to attend 
to. He must perforce leave the seed to itself. He 
cannot be like the little child who plants a seed in 
the garden and then wants to keep taking it up to see 
what is happening. 

Verse 28.—Of herself, i. e., spontaneously. This does 
not mean, of course, that the deistic view of the uni- 
verse is true. God did not first create the world and 
then leave it to run by itself. ‘Still less does it justify 
the materialistic view that matter is everything and 
that’ God can be left out. God is actively engaged in 
all the processes of nature (cf. Psa. 104:14). It 
means that only God can make the seed grow. Man 
can do nothing but obey the laws of nature, that is to 
say, the laws of God. When man obeys God’s laws he 
can be sure of the result. But the result itself “is 
not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but 
of God that sheweth mercy” (Rom. 9:16). The same 
law holds for the physical as for the spiritual. Man 
may water and dig and manure the ground. Or, as 
is being tried today, he may even apply central heat- 
ing to his crops. But in the long run, all his efforts 
are ‘successful only in so far as they conform to the 
law of the plant’s growth. The Greek word used 
here is the same as our word “automatic.” It occurs 
elsewhere in the New Testament only in Acts 12: 10. 


Verse 29.—When the fruit is ripe, literally, when- 
ever the fruit permits. The form of the sentence is 
perhaps intended to give us an idea of the eagerness 
with which the divine Husbandman awaits. the harvest 
time. Putteth forth, literally, sendeth forth. It is 
the verb from which our word “apostle” is derived. 
Dispensationally, the sickle is the angels (cf. Rev. 14: 
16 with Matt. 24: 31). 


Verse 30.—And he said. Again the teaching is to 
be understood as public and géneral. How shall we 
liken? The way of beginning with a question was 
the metied continually adopted by the rabbis. We may 
well note it for our own use in the class. A wise 
pedagogue has said that in teaching “you must first 
question the knowledge into the children, and then 
question it out of them again.” It is not an easy 
method, but a method abundantly worth while acquir- 
ing, as a little experiment with your class will quickly 
prove. But never, if you can help it, ask a question 
that needs only a simple “yes” or “no” for an answer. 

Notice the gracious and condescending plural here, as 
if the Lord would include all the disciples with himself 
in the endeavor to find out the best way of setting 
forth the truth. 


Verse 31.—A grain of mustard seed. The applica- 
tion of the parable here seems to be different to that 
in Matthew 13. There the idea is suggested that the 
kingdom of God has grown into something monstrous 
and unnatural. Here the underlying thought seems to 
be rather the contrast between the small beginning and 
the vast ramifications of the Gospel. It is not in the 
least unlikely that the Lord Jesus used the same parable 
over and over again. Every expert teacher does so 
without hesitation. Nor is it unlikely that he may 
have sometimes drawn one lesson and sometimes an- 
other from the same parable. The growth of a worldly 
kingdom had already been represented in the Word of 
God under the figure of a tree (Dan. 4: 10-12; Ezek. 
17: 22-24; 31: 3-9). 

Mustard. The conditions to be fulfilled by the plant 
named in the parable are: (1) That it should be a 
familiar plant; (2) Sown in the earth, that is. an- 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 145: 7-13. 

Primary Topic : w God’s Kingdom Grows. 

Lesson Material : Mark 4 : 26-34. 

Memory Verse: Thy kingdom come.—Matt. 6: 104. 
iY ‘opic: How God’s Kingdom 

Lesson Material: Mark 4: 26-34. 

Memory Verse: ‘lhe kingdom of God is at hand.—Mark 


3 8g. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: How the Kingdem Grews. 
Tope for Young People and Adults: The Growing Kingdem of 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 


and rise night and, day, and the seed should spring up and 
grow, he knoweth not how. 28 The earth *beareth fruit 
of herself; first the blade, ther, the ear, then the full grain 
in the ear. 29 But when the fruit 2is ripe, straightway he 
® putteth forth the sickle, because the harvest is come. 

30 And he said, How shall we liken the kingdom of God? 
or in what parable shall we set it forth? 31 ‘It is like a 
grain of mustard seed, which, when it 
earth, though it be less than all the 
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great 
branches; so that the birds of the heaven can lodge under 
the shadow thereof. 

33 And with many such parables spake he the word unto 
them, as they were able to hear it; 34 and without a parable 
spake he not unto them: but privately to his own disciples 
he expounded all things. 

2Or, yieldeth. *Or, alloweth. 
*Gr., As unto. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 


®Or, sendeth forth. 








nually; (3) Growing rapidly; (4) Attaining a size 
greater than any other garden herb. These conditions 
are fulfilled by the wild mustards of Palestine, of 
which there are several kinds. Some of these mus- 
tards are common weeds growing in every part of 
the country. There is also a cultivated variety. The 
seed is well known for its minuteness. The plants are 
annuals, and the seed reproduces itself with remarkable 
rapidity wherever it can find lodgment for itself. In 
suitable soil the plants often grow ten or twelve feet 
high. They have spreading branches, and are at- 
— to the birds which love the bitter taste of the 
seeds. 

Less than all the seeds. Not necessarily the very 
least of all, but the least of all that are used by horti- 
culturists. 


Verse 32.—Lodge. This does not imply that the 
birds build their nests in the tree, but that they settle 
down upon it, they perch upon its branches, 

A Lesson Outline 

1. Historical 
{3 The beginnings in Palestine 
2) The development in all the world 
2. Dispensational 
{% Christ the sower, the Christ of history 


(2) Christ the reaper, the Christ of proph the 
Lord of glory , ne 





7 The Kingdom at Hand 
By Amos R. Wells 


\areateves the kingdom of Heaven may be, 
whatever its glories exalted, divine, wherever 
it waits on the infinite sea,—"twas the hope of my 
Saviour, so let it be mine. The kingdom of Heaven 
is precious and fair; how brightly its radiant splen- 
dors unroll! how sweetly it gleams to the welcom- 
ing air, the charm of the eye and the joy of the 
soul! I see it expanding from little to large, from 
the tiniest seed to a widespreading tree: no prophet 
may vision its ultimate marge, or know what the 
height of its triumph may be. The kingdom of 
Heaven is faintly afar, the kingdom of Heaven is 
closely at hand: it shines in the sky as the point of 
a star, it speaks in today’s least considered demand. 
The kingdom is growing, and no one knows how: 
the blade, and the ear, and the full-fruited grain; 
or dim in the future or splendidly now,— who sees 
it? who knows it? who dares to explain? This only 
I know, that the kingdom is here, and the King of 
the kingdom on intimate throne; that the hope of 
his calling is blessedly near, and open and offered 
and may be my own. I hark to my blessed Re- 
deemer’s command, his promise and power I humbly 
receive: ** The kingdom of Heaven is closely at hand! 
Repent ye! Repent ye! And grandly believe!”* 











3. Personal 

(1) The new birth the work of God 

(2) The growth to which all circumstances are co- 
operant 

(3) The perfected 


consummation — character 
through grace 


Golden Topics 


1. Observe the dispensational teaching of these two 
parables. Miraculous intervention is predicated at 
the beginning and at the end of the process. The 
farmer intervenes amid the processes of nature, first 
at seedtime and again at harvest. The Lord Jesus 
came to inaugurate the great work of establishing 
the kingdom of God, and he will return to finish it. 

Then, too, note the large results that flow from such 
a tiny cause. The first preaching of the Gospel re- 
sulted in the gathering together of a very few. After 
his resurrection, the Lord Jesus appeared to “above 
five hundred brethren at once” (1 Cor. 15:6). Jo- 
sephus tells us that at Passover time some millions 
of visitors gathered at Jerusalem from all over the 
world. This was in addition to the normal popula- 
tion. Yet out of these millions only a few hundreds 
had believed on the Lord Jesus, though multitudes 
had seen the miracles and heard the teaching. Yet 
the seed was cast into the ground. “Greater works 
than these shall he [the believer] do” (John 14: 12) 
had been Jesus’ own statement to his disciples. So 
consider the missionary implications of the. second 
parable. “A little one has become a thousand” (Isa. 
60:22). The tiny group of believers in the obscure 
Roman province of Palestine has become the Church 
of God scattered throughout every country of the 
world. The other fact that in thus expanding the 
Church would become corrupt does not emerge here, 
though it is foretold elsewhere in the New Testa- 
ment (Matt. 13). 


2. The grain is reaped solely according to its ripe- 
ness. “The harvest is dated not by the farmer, but 
by the grain” (Panton). And what is true of the 
Church as a whole is true of the individual Christian 
who may be alive and remaining unto the coming of 
the Lord. 


3. An important corollary to this is that, whether 
as pupils or as teachers, we are not to be content 
with the new birth alone. Birth should be followed 
by growth. We are not to be content to remain spir- 
itual babes, immature believers. For the life that does 
not develop is an unhealthy and unnatural one. So 
the immature believer who is content to remain im- 
mature does not stand still, but becomes a carnal 
Christian (1 Cor. 3:3). 


_ To trace God’s working in history. 
To learn the facts as to the relationship bet 


God’s grace and our personal responsibility. Com- 


pare Philippians 2:12: “Work out your own salva- 
tion... for it is God who worketh in you.” 
Final Word 
“Yea, through life, death, through sorrow and through 
sinning 
Christ shall suffice me, for He hath sufficed; 
Christ is the end, for Christ was the beginning; 
Christ the beginning, for the end is Christ.” 
Tunsrivce WELLS, ENG. 


« 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


Wwre Gospel writer most emphasized the parables 
W of Christ? owt — : 
2. Name some parables recorded by Luke alone. 


3- What other parables are recorded in Mark, besides 
these in chapter four of the growing kingdom? 


4. What other kingdom parables can you name, besides 
these in Mark 4? 


5. In which Gospel should we expect to find the great- 
est number of kingdom parables? 


6. Where do we find the individual characteristics cf 
members of this kingdom? 


7. What does the natural seed represent in the spiritual 
world? 


8. Who was the first sower of the Word? 

9. Who are the sowers today? 

10. What are the “fowls of the air’? 

11, Who may we think of as the “fowls” today? 
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Lesson for February 12 
Mark 1:14, 153 4:1°34 


12. What principles of the kingdom are outstanding in 
this lesson? 


13. In the first parable of the sower, what characteristic 
activity of Satan is shown?~ 


14. Is Satan still using this method? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice- President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE OF CORRELATION.—Connect the 
lesson with related truth from other sources. 











Lee the lesson limits itself to the picture of 
the kingdom of God as drawn by Jesus, and 
therefore not by others who may even by inspiration 
describe it, yet it is apparent that not all that Jesus said 
concerning that kingdom is given us in the Scripture se- 
lected; hence the suggestion of a larger correlation of 
his teachings on the subject. 

When Jesus began his preaching he proclaimed that 
the kingdom was at hand. And it was, for the King 
was there; but alas, those who were his own received 
him not, and whatever manifestation of his kingship 
might be conceivable then was postponed. But they 
could not dethrone the King. Though they saw it not, 
that kingdom which came not with observation was in 
their midst, and into it those who did receive the re- 
jected King were entering. The Lord Jesus told 

icodemus what the religious rulers of the day needed 
that they might see the kingdom of God, but even he 
did not understand what Jesus meant. And so they 
gave him a cross instead of a throne, but even as they 
did so they proclaimed him King, as he said he was 
when a denial might have saved his life. The King 
is absent from the earth, but not from his world; and 
one day he is coming back to reign. 

Huntinopon, Pa. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The New Red Apple.—So is the kingdom of God, 
as if a man should cast seed upon the earth .. . and 
the seed should spring up and grow, he knoweth not 
how (vs. 26, 27). When my materialistic scientific 
friend gets skeptical on the Bible miracles, I hand 
him a seed of the fruit I may have at hand and say, 
“Old fellow, you’re a scientist, just tell me how this 
seed. can grow into a tree with its many bushels of 
fruit.” My scientific friends have never yet told me 
Gen. 2:9). Some time ago in New Jersey, the 
vernor of the State and great horticulturists from 
all over the land met at a farm near Mullica Hill. 
They came to see an apple tree that had a branch 
upon it that bore red apples. Not just a red skin, 
but red meat to the very core. It is said that these 
red apples are the most delicious things ever pro- 
duced in a fruit. A nurseryman has paid six thou- 
sand dollars for the use of the single branch. A big 
iron fence has been built around the tree. The nur- 
seryman is taking off grafts. Now will some one tell 
us why the other apples on this tree produce white 
meat apples and this one branch produces red~ meat 
apples of special deliciousness? How does an apple 
seed grow? Were those red apples back there in the 
seed somehow? It is of course a*mystery. A horti- 
cultural miracle. If a horticultural “accident,” how 
did the accident happen, Professor? We can all eat 
and enjoy. these wonderful. red meat apples when they 
come on the market, but the why of them is the mir- 
acle of the orchard. Now Jesus tells us that the 
kingdom of God is just like that. As a Frenchman 
has said, “Anyone can know God if not called upon 
to define him.” And just note this—nobody is go- 
ing to keep me from getting a taste of those new 
sweet and delicious red meat apples just because it 
cannot be figured out by a smart one how they 
came about! 


Kindliriess.— The earth beareth fruit of herself; first 


the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear 
(v. 28). Last week I heard Dr. Petty of Pittsburgh 
lecture upon “Character” at Clearfield, Pa. His 
“bones” for character were: Funny Bone, Breast 
Bone, and Backbone, which, being translated, are a 
sense of humor, kindliness, and courage. As I told 
you the other day, the editor of the Philadelphia 
Ledger said to the girl who wrote to ask how to 
make herself attractive and popular, “Cultivate these 
four qualities, kindliness, tolerance, graciousness, and 
a sense of humor.” Now, supposing the minister and 
the editor are right, which quality or virtue would you 
give the first place always? That is to say, which is 
the seed from which the strong man and the sweet 
woman grow? Yes, I think so, too. And from 


whence comes this kindliness? (Rom. 12:10; Col. 
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3:12.) I have browsed more or less over all of the 
world’s history that has been put into English, from 
Herodotus down to Wells’ “Outlines,” and I have dis- 
covered little you might call kindliness before the 
advent of Christ. Herod was not out of style with 
his own and preceding times when he coolly went baby- 
killing out the Bethlehem way. Before Christ, neither 
baby nor mother had much appeal. Kindliness was a 
scarce article. Caesar didn’t mind in the least killing 
off his mother. Kindliness is the seed of many good 
things, blade, ear, and full grain. Successful busi- 
ness, for example. Kindliness makes friends, and 
friends make business. Carnegie liked the friendly 
Schwab, and “Charley Schwab’s” friends will tell you 
he is the “sweetest and kindliest” man they ever knew. 
And ditto with other successes. Old Sour Ball does 
not often get far, to stay. So the first thing the man 
who wants to grow into a success and the girl who 
wants to grow into a belle should do is to get the seed 
of “the greatest Lover in the world” into the heart. 
Then comes the blade, the ear, and the full grain. 


Some of the “Birds,”’—/t is like a grain of mustard 
seed (v. 31). This is exactly how it has turned out. 
Christianity had the smallest of beginnings. A young 
country carpenter of an obscure family and a mean 
village — from which no good thing was supposed to 
come! Some‘ordinary, hard-fisted working men. 
politician, one Matthew. A crook, one Judas. Then 
over in Europe a tramp mechanic, one Paul. A lone 
woman down by the water side, one Lydia, the ped- 
dier. That was then. Now look at us. We cover 
the earth and the seas. Some mustard tree! As for 
the “birds” nesting in this mustard tree, just try count- 
ing them! Dr. William H. Tolman some years ago, 
when Mr. Robert Ogden and Walter H. Page and 
other notables used to meet for supper in “The Get 
Together Club” in Brooklyn, N. Y., gave me a copy 
of his book, “The Better, New York.” Here is a 
great fat book of three to four hundred pages, telling 
of the hundreds of good and useful institutions of all 
kinds in a single great city. Hospitals, schools, societies 
for help, and the like, every one of which is a “bird” 
nesting in this mustard tree. There is not only a 
society for prevention of cruelty to children, but one 
for animals. Antiquity would laugh its head off at 
the Dog and Cat, Horse and Cow one. But right 
there is your kindliness seed, just the same. If you 
will concentrate upon this lesson a little you will see 
why it is that the Corner earnestly urges upon all 
Christian girls the importance of selecting a Chris- 
tian man—real one—for a husband. He will have 
in him the seed of kindliness which grows and flowers 
beautifully when watered by the love of a noble Chris- 
tian girl. And remember this, too, when you are 
tempted to come back at me—if he isn’t uniformly 
kind it is a_sure sign he is not a real Christian (1 
Cor. 13:4; Rom. 12:10; 2 Pet. 1:7). 


CoaTESvILie, Pa, 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 


department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
pee accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
ut rea 


r rs are urged not to send anything without first 
securing .and reading carefully _a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
- IHustrations must reach The Sunday School Times -three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 
Preference will be given to illustrations.on that pertion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 


-word “Print.” 


Ilhistrations on other versee than the Gelden Text are 
one desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
ne 


Can’t Be Pushed Out.—So is the kingdom of God 
(4: 26). A little boy had been to Sunday-school, where 
he had listened open-@yed to the teacher’s explanation 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year. may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 aedozen. 


First Quarter 
1, January 1.—John the Baptist and Jesus ..... Mark 1: 1-13 
2. January 8—Jesus and the Sick ......... Mark 1: 21-45 
3. January 15.—Jesus and Sinners ........... Mark 2:1-17 


4. January 22—Jesus and the Law (May be used 
with Temperance Applications.) ...Mark 2:18 to 3:6 
g. January 29.—The Growing Fame of Jesus 
Mark 3: 7-12; 6 . 53-56 
6. February s.—Jesus Misunderstood and Opposed 
Mark 3: 19b-35; 6: 1-6 
7. February 12.—Jesus Pictures the Kingdom of God 
Mark 1:14, 15; 421-34 
8 February 19.—Two Miracles of Power. Mark 4: 35 to 5 : 20 
9. February 26—Other Mighty Works of Jesus. 
Mark 5: 22-43 
10. March 4.—Jesus and the Twelve 
Mark 1 : 16-20; 2:13, 143 3 : 13-193 6 : 9-13, 3¢ 
11. March 11.—Jesus’ Feeds the Multitudes 
‘ Mark 6: 31-44; 8: 1-10 
12. March 18.—Jesus Teaches Sincerity ........ Mark 7: 1-23 
13. March 25.—Review: Jesus Proclaims the Kingdom of God. 
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of the kingdom of God. As he went down the street 
he saw several boys playing, and as he came up to them, 
they pushed him out into the mud. He jumped up 
and brushed the dirt off, and with a smile said, “Well, 
there is one thing you can’t do. You can’t push me 
out of the kingdom of God.”—Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. 


What the Cowboy Found.—And the seed should 
spring up and grow (v. 27). A Christian worker in 
Arizona tells of a fierce looking cowboy who came to 
him asking for copies of Mark’s Gospel, and who told 
him this story: “I went to San Francisco and threw 
away much money in rough revelry. I slept late after 
a night of dissipation. When I awoke I saw a little 
Book on the table near my bed: the Gospel of Mark. 
I angrily threw it on the floor. I did the ——s 
the second morning. Awaking the third morning, 
saw that same little Book. This time I took it with 
me to a near-by park and began to examine it. I 
spent the day reading it. I heard the Son of God say 
to a leper, ‘Be thou clean.’ I heard him say to a 
paralytic, ‘Thy sins be forgiven thee.’ I heard him 
commend the widow for her mite. I saw him take 
little children in his arms and bless them. I heard 
him say, ‘Couldst thou not watch one hour?’ I saw 
him die. It broke my heart and changed my life. I 
am a different man. Now, Stranger, I spend much 
time giving away copies of the Gospel of Mark.”— 
From Winona Echoes. Sent by Emily McFarland, 
Newark, Ohio. 


Burning Up the Bible.—The seed should spring up 
and grow (v. 27). A South American missionary says 
that a priest gathered together the Bibles that he and 
a helper had been distributing in a certain town and 
made a bonfire of them in the public square. It was 
a very windy day and the wind picked up some of the 
charred leaves and carried them across the street. One 
of the leaves was carried through a window into a 
room in which a woman was working. She picked 
it up, read it, and showed it to her husband when he 
returned home. He was so much interested in what 
he read that he went out to see if he could obtain a 
Book like that from which the charred leaf came. 
He succeeded, and as a result the members of that 
family were converted, and there is now in that town 
a church of over fifty members.—From the Sunday 
School Chronicle. Sent by J. A. Clark, Hempsteads, 
Bacup, Eng. 


The Missionary’s ‘“Failure.”’—First the blade, then 
the ear, then the full grain in the ear (v. 28). A 
Moravian missionary, named George Smith, went to 
Africa. He had been there but a short time and had 
only one convert, a poor woman, when he was driven 
from the country. One day they found this man dead. 
He had died praying for the Dark Continent. Fail- 
ure? And yet when they celebrated the one-hundredth 
anniversary of the founding of that Mission, they 
learned that a company, accidentally stumbling upon 
a place where he had prayed, had found a copy of 
the Scriptures he had left. They also found one aged 
woman who was his convert. They sought to sum up 
the fruit of his brief life, and reckoned more than thir- 
teen thousand living converts that had sprung from 
that life which seemed such a failure—From The 
Dawn. Sent by Mrs. M. J. James, Toronto, Ont., Can. 


The Two Lenses.—Thy kingdom come. | will 
be done, as in heaven, so on earth (Golden Text). 
The spiritual field glasses through which we come to 


-see God’s will for our lives are double-barreled. Side 


by side are two lenses: the one, “I trust,” the other, 
“J will.’ When a man can hold both of these to his 
eyes, he will see God’s will with unclouded clearness. 
But suppose a man says to God, “I doubt.” Then a 
veil falls over that lens of faith. And suppose he says, 
“I will ‘not.’ Then a veil falls over the other, the 
lens of the will, of choice. Straightway that man’s 
spiritual vision is in eclipse—From James H. McCon- ° 
key. Sent by Mary E. Watson, Hartford, Conn. 


When We Surrender.—Thy will be done (Golden 
Text). A lady who had an only child said to Mrs. 
Pearsall Smith, “I do not dare to pray, ‘Thy will 
be done,’ because I am afraid God will take away my 
little boy or will send me some heavy trial.” To which 
Mrs. Smith replied, “Suppose your child should come 
to you and say, ‘I want to be and do just what you 
desire today,’ would you say to yourself, ‘Now is my 
opportunity to make this child do all the disagreeable 
duties I want done; I will take advantage of his will- 
ingness to please me by cutting off his pleasures today, 
and will keep him at hard discipline’?” “No, no, 
said the mother, “I would give him the best day I 
could possibly plan.” “And can you think that God 
is less just and loving than you?”—From The Quiver. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. Prize 
illustration. 

Do We Want It to Come?—Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, as in heaven, so on earth (Golden 
Text). A story is told of old Rastus, a Southern 
Negro, who used to pray every night, “O Lord, take 
me up to Heaven tonight.” Some of his friends who 
knew this decided to test his sincerity. So they 
climbed up on the roof of his cabin one night and 
called down the chimney, “Rastus!”” No answer. “Ras- 
tus!” Still no answer. And again, “Rastus!” From 
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somewhere in the cabin came the smoth- 
ered sound of a man’s voice saying, 
“Who's there?” “It’s God, come to take 
you up to Heaven,” the jokers answered. 
“Say, boss, Rastus done left three days 
ago, and he ain’t come back yet.” Do 
we pray, “Thy kingdom come, and really 
mean it, or are we in Rastus class ?— 
Sent by Ethel Laros, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


w 
From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father 
and our God, we thank thee for thy power 
in the lives of men, Thou knowest in what 
human hearts thy will is in welcome con- 
trol. If any of us here today have been re- 
bellious, have been unwilling to yield to thee 
as obedient servants, may we give over our 
pride, our love of worldly things, or whatever 
may be keeping us trom thee, and give thee 
full loyalty, through thine only begotten 
Son, our Lord Jesus, in whose name we pr y. 
Amen, 


After the Lesson.—Have you ever 
thought what it would really mean if this 
prayer’ were answered in your own life, 
“Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as 
in heaven, so on earth’? Well, it might 
mean some changes, not only outwardly, 
but in the inner life especially. For it 
is in that life that only God and ourselves 
know where the kingdom of God does 
its work. Think a moment. What 
changes would the will of God, if carried 
out, make in your life and mine? Would 
impatience have to go? Would any of 
our thoughts, any of the pictures in the 
mind need changing? Any difference in 
our talk? Our ambitions and purposes? 
“Thy will be done” is a pretty big prayer, 
when you think of even a little of what 
the answer would mean. But we do pray 
it, and we know that only by that holy 
will can life be what it ought to be. Let 
us now rise, stand with bowed heads in 
silence, and then the pastor will lead in 
the Lord’s Prayer. Let us pray. 





KINGDOM COME 
THY Ware pe 


MY PRAYER ? 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Ye Must Be Born Again.” 
“Jesus Calls Us.” 

“One Day.” 

“Crown Him With Many Crowns.” 
“Victory Through Grace.” 

“Thy Kingdom Come!” 

“Christ Shall Be King.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,"’ published 1 - 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“His Constant Care” (296 : 1-3). 
Psalm 145 : 10-21. 
“My Anointed” (268 : 1-3). 
Psalm 132: 11-15, 17, 18. 
“The Lord Unto His Christ Hath Said” 
(222: 1-3). Psalm 110: 1-6. 
“Christ Shall Have Dominion” (152: 1-4). 
Psalm 72: 1-19. 
$8 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Mark 4: 1-34. Let the children 
tell as much as they remember of 
last week’s lesson. After the mother and 
brothers of Jesus tried to hinder him in 
his Father’s work, he left ’.the “house 
(Matt. 13: 1) and went down to the sea- 
side wHere it was quiet. There again he 
taught the multitude from a ship, while 
the people stayed on the shore. 

Jesus explained his Father’s kingdom 
to the people by telling them that it was 
like the things they saw around them. 
Perhaps it was a beautiful spring day 
when he told the parable of the sower. 
No doubt all of the people had seen men 
sowing seed, from which they expected 
to get a harvest of grain. Among the 
multitude there may have been farmers, 
who had themselves sowed wheat or 
barley in their fields, and had watched 
the tiny green blades when they first came 
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out of the earth,.then the unfolding blades 
showing the stalks, and later, the heads 
with their wealth of golden grains all 
full and ripe, ready to be cut and used. 
It may help the children to understand 
the lesson text if you tell them that the 
“corn” of the Bible was probably what 
we know as wheat. Perhaps some of the 
children have seen beautiful fields of 
grain. If so, let them describe them to 
you. Then tell them that not one of the 
great wheat growers of today, or the 
wisest farmers of long ago, have ever 
known how the grain grows. They pre- 
pare the soil, sow the seed, watch the 
growth, and reap the grain. But it is 
God who causes: it to grow. 

Now tell the children that Jesus came 
into the world to sow the seeds of God’s 
kingdom in the hearts of people. His 
words about God are these good seeds, 
and if one believes these words of Jesus, 
God causes the seeds to spring up and 
grow. The more fully one believes, and 
obeys, the more the little kingdom plant 
grows. We cannot tell how any more 
than we can tell how the wheat grows. 
We do not have to understand it, or be 
anxious about it. But it is so precious 
to know that; as we trust,.the Father in 
Heaven who gave the seed will cause it 
to grow. So let us take the words of 
Jesus into our hearts, and believe them, 
then as surely as the seed of wheat sown 
in the earth makes a stalk of wheat with 
its head of grains, so surely will the 
words of Jesus taken into the heart spring 
up and grow and bring forth the golden 
grains of love, peace, unselfishness, pa- 
tience, thankfulness, and joy. This was 
the picture that Jesus gave of God’s 
kingdom in each heart that believed the 
words he taught. Perhaps the little folks 
will get a more personal lesson if all the 
time is devoted to this one parable. 


Loving Jesus, gentle Lamb, 

In Thy gracious hands I am; 

Make me, Saviour, what Thou art, 

Live Thyself within my heart. 

I shall theti show forth Thy praise, 

Serve Thee all my happy days, 

Then the world shall always see 

Christ, the holy Child, in me. 
CLINTON, Si &. 

we 


A helpful book on the Primary De- 
partment. illustrating .the work of an 
actual Sunday-school is “Our Primary 
Department,” by William D. Murray. It 
may be had from Harper and Bros., 49 
E. 33rd Street, New York City, at 75 
cents. 





Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. Interpreting parables. 

2. The growing kingdom. ° 
3. Are you of this growing kingdom? 





“PYID you understand Dr. R—_to- 

night?” asked a young girl (a Pri- 
mary teacher) of another, as they were 
leaving the weekly study class for 
teachers. “Oh, well —no!” was the hes- 
itating reply. “I wish somebody would 
teach me the plain meaning of those 
parables. Jesus could not have meant 
that great crowd of listeners to think of 
all those hidden meanings. He must 
have had one big thing for them to un- 
derstand each time he told them a 
parable. Would he have talked to them 
so much in parables just to mystify 
them?” 

Teacher, help your girls to find the 
great central teaching in each parable, 
spending little, if any, time upon the min- 
ute details of the parallelism so thor- 
oughly disagreed upon by perfectly sin- 
cere and reverent Bible students! Only 
difficulties and confusion result, in im- 
mature minds, from such a conflict of 
voices. Steer to the main issue, and drive 
it home. 


2. What then is the great central teach- 
ing of this group of kingdom parables, 
in Mark’s fourth chapter? Surely it is 
the growth of the kingdom of God — that 
kingdom not of this world, but that Jesus 
came to bring in and preached so con- 
sistently throughout his earthly ministry ; 
that kingdom for which he taught us to 
pray that it might “come,” through the 
doing of God’s will on earth. His Church 
(the instrument used of him to bring this 
kingdom in) needs indeed to study closely 
the “how” and “when” of its complete 
coming. But these girls of yours, its 
youngest members (or possible members) 
need first to believe the great fact that 
Jesus opened the kingdom of God to all 
believers, here, on earth, and taught its 
members that growth was the great law 
of that kingdom. 


3. Are your girls of that kingdom — 
that growing kingdom? Have they all 
entered it, upon the sole condition of en- 
trance — acceptance of Jesus Christ, its 
King, as their own Saviour? This grow- 
ing kingdom is not an organization of 
mechanical parts devised for efficiency of 
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operation, but is a living organism, grow- 
ing, individually and collectively, as a 
seed grows or a plant, from within, from 
that new life given by God and nurtured 
by him, to full fruit in his service — even 
to a hundredfold. What evidence of 
growth in the kingdom can you find in 


your girls? 
Home Study 


Read Matthew’s thirteenth chapter for 
comparative study, with this one in Mark, 
Read also Luke’s tenth, fifteenth, and 
sixteenth chapters for other beautiful 
parables. 


Decatur, GA. 
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Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Mystery. : 

Discussion: Name the things of com- 
mon use and see how near to their original 
source they can be traced understand- 
ingly. For instance, this paper: w : 
pulp, tree, seed, germ of life, God. Or 
if paper made from rags: cotton rags,’ 
cotton plant, seed, germ of life, God. 
Wool rags, wool, sheep, lamb, germ of 
life, God. 

Objective: Taking God at his word. - 











AY, fellows, our Lord presents ‘a great 
mystery today, as he talks about the 
kingdom of God —telling of its growth, 
He brings us right up to the edge of the 
mystery and allows us to look at it. He 
does ‘not explain it, but shows us how to 
deal with it; and mark you, it is far bet- 
ter to know how to deal with a thing 
than it is to understand it. 
Let me illustrate: Here’s a loaf of 
bread. There is an unexplainable mys- 


tery in it. Grains of wheat in the ground, 


softened by the moisture and warmed by 
the sun, swelled and burst and sent up 
green shoots. At the top of the shoots 
the grains were reproduced a hundredfold. 
These were threshed out and ground into 
flour, which was made into bread. The 
bread looks good and smells good, but it 
cannot do the hungry man any good until 
he takes it into his mouth and eats it. He 
has learned that the bread is good for 
food and will satisfy his hunger and nour- 
ish him. But he. could still know that 
and starve to death. He might even: un- 
derstand the principle of the germ of life 
in the grain of wheat, and starve, unless 
he eats the bread. Now, if you had the 
choice of the two—to understand the 
tnystery or to deal with it — which would 
you choose? I think I know. You would 
say, “Let me eat the bread, and the mys- 
tery of the germinating grain can take 
care of itself.” Doubtless you will be 
interested in the mystery; but if you 
should be unable to understand it, you will 
not be so foolish as to reject the bread. 

All through the twenty-four hours of 
the day we are dealing — and happily deal- 
ing — with unfathomable mysteries. We 
rise in the morning to rejoice in the day- 
light which comes from a sun with its 
overflowing abundance of warmth and 
light. What sort of stepladder did God 
use to hang it there in bewildering space? 
How did ‘he start our earth. twirling 
and running? No man can tell. We 
turn a spigot and get water to bathe 
without ever a thought about the mys- 
terious gravity that stores it in the moun- 
tains and hauls it to our lavatory. 

We quaff a cool, crystal-clear drink, not 
realizing the purifying processes of evap- 
oration and filtration — without ever.-an 
atom of moisture lost through the ages. 
It is possible you washed your hands this 
morning in some of the same water that 
bathed the mortal wound of Julius Caesar, 
or that gushed forth from the rock that 
Moses struck; or that Rebekah poured 
into the lips of Eliezer and into the 
trough for his Master’s camels; or that 
David’s three brave friends brought 
through the enemy’s lines from the well 
at Bethlehem’s gate; or even some of 
the water John the Baptist used to bap- 
tize our Lord! Yet -we take our plunge, 
heedless of all the uses God has made of 
the water or how he preserves it. 

We use the telephone and the radio 


ee 








ee 





Lesson for February 12 
Mark 1: 14, 153 4: 1°34 


with as much unconcern as our grand- 
fathers felt in handling a hammer or an 
ax or a quill pen. Every day we drive 
with the great forces of the universe. 
They are our servants — our playthings. 
Yet we have never penetrated to the bot- 
tom of their mystery or to their origin 
to understand them. 

But we do know that God is the 
Source, the Author, the Creator. There- 
fore, when the Lord Jesus tells us in his 
Word as recorded by Mark that “so is 
the kingdom of God, as if a man should 
cast seed into’ the ground,” and that “it 
is like a grain of mustard seed,” he points 
us to mystery and shows us how to deal 
with it. Let us do with this as we do 
with the bread, fellows; let’s accept it. 
It is only as we receive it in faith that 
we shall be blessed in it. Ths is that 
bread which came down from Heaven, 
even God’s Word of truth. We find 
health and strength and peace in it. 
Therefore our faith is justified, and we 

iw. 


GREENSBORO, N. C. 
we 


“Is the Higher Criticism Scholarly?” a 
searching study by Dr. Robert Dick Wil- 
son, of Princeton Seminary, may be ob- 
tained from The Bible Institute Colport- 
age Association, 843 N. Wells Street, 
Chicago, at $2.50 a dozen, postage 20 
cents; or 25 cents each, postage 2 cents. 





(Littte Jetts Teach the Lesson 


ie By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jette Telling Bible Stories” 
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Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of February 5) 


1. It is in Luke 2: 49, when he was “lost” 
and found in the Temple at twelve. Do not 
his first recorded words reveal that he felt 
his parents had not understood? Is it 
significant that his very first words (in the 
records) are a child’s wistful questions, in 
self-explanation ? 


2. Despite knowing that her son was also 
God’s Son, Mary shared the misconceptions 
of her people and time concerning the life 
and work of the expected Messiah, and so 
was slow to accept his chosen plan, siding 
with his brothers in thinking him “beside 
himself” during the busy, self-denying 
months of his Galilean ministry. But we | 
find her at his cross, and among the faith- 
ful few who waited, in prayer, for the ful- 
fillment of his promise of the Holy Spirit, 
after -his ascension, with full faith in his 
person and mission as the Son of God. 


3. His own family, his townsmen, the 
rulers of the Jews, some of his disciples. 

4. It brought with it opposition. 

5. In the home group, misunderstanding 
may have been the sole cause, but among the 
geen rulers, envy, pride, anger, due to 

is exposing their sins, all lent strength to 
the opposition. 

6. In the family it took the form of in- 
difference in withholding of encouragement 
and support; in his townspeople it was an 
unbelief that paralyzed his working of many 
miracles; in the rulers it was a definite re- 
solve and effort to stop his work and words 
and to take his life. 


7. Jesus had to reprove Peter and John, 
repeatedly, for misunderstanding him or his 
teaching; and, among women, Martha and 
Salome. At times the whole group met 
rebuke from him (note Mark 10: 14). 


8. Was it not Mary of Bethany who alone 
understood his teaching concerning his death 
sufficiently to anoint his body beforehand for 
the burying, and who was warmly de- 
fended for so doing by the Lord himself? 

. “Will ye also go away ?” (John 6: 67); 
“Have I been so long time with you, and 
yet hast thou not known me, Philip?” (John 
14:9); “What, could ye not watch with 
me one hour?” (Matt. 26:40.) Note the 
circumstances in each of these cases. Note 
also Luke 19: 41-44 and 22: 31-34 with 54- 
62, and especially 61. 

10. By calling him Beelzebub. 

11. Let us be very cautious about criti- 
cizing others who may be doing a good work, 
lest haply we be judging a work of the 
Holy Spirit. 

12. Unbelief (Mark 6: 5, 6) 

13. Personal. 


14. Because they did not believe on him, 
and could not understand him. Perhaps 
they thought it strange that he should choose 
disciples, or maybe they were disturbed on 
account of his great popularity with the 


“common people,” while the rulers were con-} 


stantly finding fault. 


15. “Wist ye not that I must be about 
my Father’s business?” (Luke 2: 49.) 
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Bobby Makes a 
Supreme Sacrifice 


By P. B. Prior 


T WAS sports’ day at school —the 

first sports’ day for ten-year-old Bobby 

Duncan, and he was feeling very proud 
and happy. 

First of all, he was going in the hun- 
dred-yard race, and Patterson, the captain 
of the school, had watched him at prac- 
tice and actually told him he ought to 
win. 

Secondly, the prize was a camera, 
which Bobby wanted more than anything ; 
and, lastly, his own brave Daddy who had 
fought in the Great War, and won several 
honors, had brought Mother and little 
Joan to see the sports. 

It was because Daddy was there that 
he wanted so much to win the race — he 
felt that he would hate to be beaten. He 
knew that there was only one boy who 
might beat him, and that was Jack Fel- 
lows — the “rather silly,” shy boy — who 
was standing just in front of him with 
his mother. Jack’s father had been killed 
at the Front. Bobby felt very sorry for 
him, but he was timid and nervous. 





“There you are, Son,” said Daddy, as 


the bell rang out in preparation for the | 














Colporteurs going into Biblelese districts of Siam 


_A gift that pays an 
income to the giver 


T’S A SIMPLE STORY;; so simple that 
many people do not realize its possibili- 
ties. It’s as plain as A.B.C. 











A. You give us a sum of money, 
$100 or $100,000. 


B. We pay you an income for the 
rest of your life, the rate de- 
pending on your age. 


C. The principal is ours. 


| 

| 

OUR handling of this money: makes the | 

arrangement absolutely safe. During | 
your lifetime we keep the entire principal 
invested. ‘Then it becomes available for car- 
rying on the great work of Bible translation, 

publication, and distribution ; to send a group 


a 


a 


of colporteurs with the Gospel into Siam, 
for example. 


OR over 50 years we have been issuing 
Annuity Bonds, paying many givers as 
high as 9%, and no one has ever failed to 
receive the semi-annual income when due 
—and no one ever will. We would like to 

/ tell you all about the plan. 


A request for Booklet 16 Z will bring full information. 


American Bible Society 


Bible House, Astor Place 
New York City 


ee ee ee ee 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York, N. Y. 


Gentlemen: Please send me without obligation on my part your Booklet 
No. 16 Z, entitled ‘‘ Bibles and Bonds.”’ 
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Hi Schools: Every subject covered 
Certificate awarded. Write for free folder. 
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' (Dept. 821) 34 Union Square New York City 
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mention The Sunday School Times. 
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Five Points of 


Value 


in M. B. I. LIFE 
ANNUITIES 


( 1 ) The stability of The Moody Bible 











Institute that issues the con- 
tracts. This has been in success- 
ful operation for over forty years. 


v 
The security of the annuity 
2 funds. These are-invested and 


held intact during the annui- 
tant’s entire life. 


v 
The rates of return on each 
3 dollar of annuity taken are at- 
tractive—especially for those of 
mid-age and past. 


v 
The entire freedom from bother 
4. im getting the income ; noowner- 
ship certificates required for tax 


;income paid prom 
| soe Doses paid promptly 


e 
The abiding value of such in- 
vestment, which helps to carry 
on the gospel teaching and train- 
ing in which the Institute’s 
founder, D. L. Moody, was so 
successful. 


For full information send your request, 
with birth date, using coupon below, to 


THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
areuu of Annuities, $14 
153 Institute Place, Chicago, lilinois 
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THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE, 
Bureau of Annuities, S 14 
153 Institute Place, Chicago, Illinois 


Without obligation to me, send information on 
your Annuity Contracts. 
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next race. “Clear off and get ready, and 
mind you win.” 
Bobby nodded and ran over to Jack. 
“Come on, Jack, it’s time for us,” he 
said, and then stopped, for he sav that 
Jack was shaking with nervousness. ‘He 
turned away, but heard Jack’s mother 
say: 
“Don’t be nervous, Jackie. Remember 
Dad would expect you to win.” She 
smiled at Bobby, and the two boys ran 
off together. 
“Don’t you hope you'll get the camera, 
Jack?” said Bobby. 
“Yes,” said Jack. “Dad promised me 
one when he came home, but, you see, he 
never came back.” ; 
“Never came back!” Supposing his 
Daddy had never come back? Bobby’s 
freckled face was very serious as they 
took off their sweaters in the big tent. 
“Say, Jack,” he said, “will your mother 
buy you one if you don’t win?” 
“No,” said Jack shortly, “we can’t af- 
ford cameras now,” and he walked out 
of the tent. aa 
They were ready to start, waiting in a 
long line for the pistol shot, and Bobby 
was conscious of only two things: Daddy 
sitting just over there by the shrubbery, 
and Jack waiting beside him— Jack, 
whose Daddy never came back. 
Then Patterson passed quite near: 
“Run as hard as you can, Duncan, and 
don’t stop to look back,” he said. 
Bang! They were off. Bobby shot 
ahead at once, running as hard as he 
could, and he could hear Jack just behind 
him. 
Perhaps Jack would pass him, and then 
— but Jack didn’t, he kept just behind and 
they were getting near the winning post 
now. Bobby would win easily. Every 
one seemed to be shouting and cheering. 
Why, oh, why didn’t Jack come along? 
He slackened his pace ever such a little, 
but still Jack wouldn’t come up to him. 
Then he made up his mind, and just as 
they were at the post Bobby tripped and 
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They walked back to the tent together 
— Jack flushed and happy — Bobby very 
quiet. 

“You'd have done it easily if you hadn’t 
fallen, Bob,” said Jack. “Was it your 
lace?” 

Bobby shook his head and struggled 
into his sweater. Daddy, didn’t say any- 
thing except, “Better luck next time, Bob. 
I thought you were going to win it, 
though.” 

It was very difficult then to keep back 
the tears, and the ribbons on Major Dun- 
can’s breast looked all misty and funny 
for a minute-or two, but after a while 
he felt better and was able to get very 
excited over the tug-of-war. 

Presently Patterson came up. 

“I can’t think why you fell, Duncan,” 
he said. “You were winning easily.” 

Bobby nodded. 

“T’ll try again next year,” and that was 
all he would say. 

It was later on, when the prizes were 
being given away, that Daddy took hold 
of Bobby’s shoulders and turned him 
round, 

“Look at me, Son,” he said. 

Bobby obeyed and looked straight into 
his father’s face. 

“Did you fall over anything in the 
race?” 

“No, Daddy,” said Bobby truthfully. 

“You could have won?” 

“Yes, Daddy.” 

“Jack wanted the camera, didn’t he?” 
Bobby fidgeted. 

“Yes, Daddy.” 

“Would his mother have bought him 
one if he’d lost?” 

“No, Daddy,” he said, “she couldn’t af- 


ford it.” 
“H’m!” Then Daddy held out his 
hand. “Shake, Bobby,” he said. “You 


are a true-hearted little gentleman.” 

And Bobby didn’t mind losing after 
that, because he knew Daddy understood 
—but, then, brave men like his Daddy 
always do. 





fell, and Jack raced past — first! 
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Every proper name at each place of 
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Edersheim’s Life and_ Times of Jesus, 2 vols. $3.75 
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Orr’s Bible Under Triat ($2. ¥ 1.45 
Schaff’s Person of Christ ($1.29) ad 40 
Mauro’s Chronology of the Bible ($1.00) only .40 
Wianing the Children for Christ ($1.75) “  _.48 


Many other similar bargains 
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Children of the Second Birth 


Being a Narrative of Spiritual Mir- 
acles in a City Parish. By Samuel 
M. Shoemaker, Jr. (Fleming H. Revell 
Co., New York and Chicago, $1.50.) 


to. Rector of Calvary Church, New 
York City, has written an unconven- 
tional and refreshing book on personal 
work th:t"every Christian ought to read. 
Ministers need it; laymen need it. It will 
convict most Christians and send them 
into the dust, —or it ought to. It shows 
how to reach people with that which they 
will know is reality, not form’ or cant. 
There is no theory here; the entire book 
is a series of narratives in an actual clinic 
bod spiritual transformation of individual 
ives. 

Thus the case of a young Englishman 
who came to New York is described. 
His father is an active Christian worker. 
“Religion has always been the climate of 
his life. Yet no one ever took thought 
for the son’s own relationship to God and 
Christ. He talked privately with two 
clergymen in London: one gave him a 

k and one gave him nothing. ‘It is 
extraordinary,’ he added, ‘that they do 
not get at a fellow’s real problems. I 
suppose I have really been interested in 
this sort of thing for a long time. But 
none of them ever helped. me to find it 
out.” The story of how that young 
fellow was brought to Christ is pro- 
foundly beautiful and convincing. 

Shoemaker stabs us with such sentences 
as these: 

“T would like to remind such preachers 
as say they do not find time for personal 
work, that the Saviour of the world found 
time for it.” 

“Some men in the ministry, today, are 
parched and living at secondhand... slav- 
ing over great organizations and missing 
the needs of the elevator-boy who takes 





them to the office; touching thousands at | 


arm’s length from a pulpit, but coming 
to close grips with almost none. I know 
that such men are not satisfied.” 

“For sheer, blank tragedy I know noth- 
ing like a man for whom the Gospel has 
gotten cold, and who has taken refuge 
in activity round the fringes of it.” 

Yet the book, and the werk it ye pen 
have dangerous weaknesses. Its chief ap- 

al to those with whom personal work 
is done is that they should come to God 
for help in right living, for guidance, for 
power in their lives; nothing is said as 
to their being lost without Christ as Sav- 
iour. The emphasis throughout is on fol- 
lowing Christ, accepting his leadership, 
being loyal to him, seeking and following 
God’s guidance in every detail of life; 
but there is silence concerning that which 
the New Testament makes so prominent 
and vital, the work of Christ on our be- 
half: his death and resurrection as the 
only way by which men can be saved. 
Here and there are quotations from Scrip- 
ture; but intelligent Bible study, while 
mentioned in passing, does not have the 
place it should. 

There is an overemphasis on the natural 
psychology of men; an occasional thrust 
at creed and theology; the dangerous 
teaching that experience must come first, 
then creed, and that feeling must come 
ahead of knowledge. 

It seems probable that some of the in- 
dividuals whose transformations are re- 
corded were really born again by faith 
in Christ as Saviour; and that other in- 
dividuals, with remarkable experiences | 
and deep changes in their lives, were not 
born again, or saved, but had a natural 
transformation, resulting from the applica- 
tion of certain psychological laws, such 
as often occurs through other means than 
that of the new life from above. 

With this caution, the discriminating 
Christian reader can get a vast- blessing 
from» Mr. Shoemaker’s book. Such a 
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A Preview of the Millennial Kingdom 


By WILLIAM A. COREY, B.Sc. 
Member Southern California 
nnial Association 
This book is unusual. Its writer not only knows his 
Bible and has the vision of the prophet, but he brings 
to his writing the skill of many years in the newspaper 
and magazine field before his conversion. ‘The bcok 
is a trumpet call to action. After you have read (and 
reread) it you will want to gid yourself and go out 
and tell others that Jesus is Coming Again. Order 


your copy today. - 
—35 cents, 5 for $1.00, 


plethal. Adare 
WILLIAM A. COREY 
484 S. Gage St., Los Angeles (Belvedere), Calif. 


OOKED RUG BOOK FREE 


You can make quaint Hooked Rugs at 
home in odd moments. Easy and fasci- 
nating. Alli the rage. Seil at good prices. 
Costs little to start. Write for 32-page 
FREE K and learn all about this 
wonderfully profitable new art. 


MASS. HOOKED RUG INDUSTRY BUREAU 
Dept. 6. Mitton, Mass. 








A Whole Year for $1.00! 
mae ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday school teaching interesting 


Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: ‘There is 
no other I like as well.” Sample copy free. 


“THE ILLUSTRATOR. 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 
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Pasting 


Lesson for February 12 
Mark. 1:14, 158; 4: 1°39 


The D. L. Moody | 
Anniversary Number 


OF THE 


Moody 824. Monthly 


(February Issue) 


Will be one of the most delightfully 
interesting and —— illustrated 


issues ever published. 
—_—oOo- 
Take advantage of the Trial Subscrip- 
tion offer to 
Sunday School Times readers: 

4 months for 50c. 
Beginning with the February issue. 
—o-— 

(Yearly subscription, $2.00.) 
—o—- 

MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE MONTHLY 
150 Institute Place, Chicago, Hil. 





Bible Institute of Pennsylvania 


(Formerly the National Bible Institute of Philadelphia) 
1418 North Sixteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Fifteenth year. Interdenominational. Homelike 
atmosphere. 

Excellent faculty of well trained men. Comprehen- 
sive curriculum of Bible and related subjects, together 
with training in practical Christian work in rescue 
missions, hos itals, shops and factories, open-air 
meetings, and work among seamen. Two year 
course leading to the diploma of the Institute. 

No charge for tuition, the work being supported by 
the voluntary contributions of consecrated men and 
women. 

Upwards of two hundred 
and Evening Schools, forty 
home mission field. 

Catalogue sent on request. 


ORMOND RAMBO, President 


LEW WADE GOSNELL, Dean. 
W. W. RUGH, Associate Dean. 
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Government, are suitable for the small class-reom 
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1000 watt incandescent lamps and suitable lenses. 
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are superficial, or misleading, or unscrip- 
tural; but he will also find a consecration, 
a devotion to the task of winning men, a 
common sense, a naturalness, and a reality 
that are sadly lacking in much Christian 
profession and service. 

Two more gold nuggets to take away: 
“We must be transformed ourselves 
before we have that wherewith to trans- 
form the life about us.” 

“It will be a great day for the Chris- 
tian cause when the world begins to real- 
ize that ‘Thy will be done’ does not be- 
long on tombstones, but ought to be 
graven into the lives of eager men and 
women who have enlisted in God’s war- 
fare beyond return and beyond recall.” 


Myself and Other Problems. By J. 
Paterson Smyth. (Fleming H. Revell Co., 
New York, $1.50.) Between modern ex- 
tremes of belief and unbelief a_ third 
group exists, which, while consenting to 
relinquish many of the facts of Chris- 
tian revelation, will not, for a variety of 
reasons, go the whole way with unbelief. 
The writings of those who belong to this 
group are a curious compound of con- 
flicting attitudes toward the Word of 
God. At one moment they may write 
patronizingly of large portions of the 
Bible as being creations of ‘“‘child-men” ; 
while almost in the next paragraph they 
argue against “proof texts” by appealing 
to the “main trend of Scripture teach- 
ing.” They have cast off the Word as an 
infallible authority, but, shrinking from 
the naked alternative of taking personal 
experience and reason as the guide of life 
(which logical Modernism demands), 
they attempt a union between belief and 
unbelief. Its offspring are stillborn. Be- 
tween truth and error there is no. via 
media. 

Dr. Paterson Smyth attempts this mid- 
dle course. He essays it with mental 
endowments and scholastic equipment of 
the highest order. Were success possible 
he would succeed. The keen logic with 
which he defends the historicity and the 
credibility of the Virgin Birth is at once 
simple and profound. His reverence for 
the Lord Jesus Christ is unmistakable and 
sincere. Yet through most of his book 
the attempt to combine irreconcilable 
views of the Bible leads him into im- 
possible position after position. 

But the saddest flaw in this scintillat- 
ing book is one of omission. The title 
is “Myself and Other Problems,” yet 
to the greatest of all problems of self: 
“What shall I do to be saved?” there is 
no answer. It is only the reflected light 
of the Gospel that illumines these pages. 
The direct radiance is not there. A great 
deal is written about Christ, much Chris- 
tian truth is finely stated, but the offense 
of the cross is removed. The best en- 
couragement we receive is: “Only pray 
on. Only struggle on. And God will 
take care of the results of the struggle. 
And to him that overcometh he will give 
to sit with him in his kingdom.” There 
is no Gospel there. 


The Rosary. By Cornelius Howard 
Patton, D.D. (Fleming H. Revell Co., 
New York, $1.) To the average evan- 
gelical Christian, the word “rosary” as- 
sociates itself immediately with the Ro- 
man Catholic communion. No doubt there 
are many, both within and without that 
church, who suppose it to have originated 
there. To all such this book will be an 
interesting study in antiquities. The use 
of the rosary in different forms was 


widespread in pre-Christian times. The 
book is a fascinating study, and anti- 
quarians will be thankful for this 


research if a little-traveled field. It is re- 
grettable, however, that the author was 
not able to eliminate his modernist pre- 
suppositions in writing such a book. Had 
he limited himself to the antiquarian 
phase, the book would be much more 
effective. He accepts the popular view 
that religion is man’s search after God, 
and thus he finds much to commend in 
the use of the rosary. While he does 
not endorse its use, the last chapter of 
the book is far from satisfying in its 
setting forth of prayer as a spiritual ex- 
ercise. In the judgment of Christians 
‘who accept historical Christianity this 





book will be a decided disappointment, 















55 





gummi =FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 
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An Exposition of I Corinthians 13. 
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on Christian love. Boards, $.75 
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By William Evans, D.D. 
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Selected questions answered by a well-known 
Bible expositor during many years of preaching 
and writing. The questions cover a wide range 
of intellectual and spiritual inquiry. Dr, Evans’ 
replies are direct, concise, and informing. $1.50 
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numbers. 


Issued in round notes only. 


55 cents single copy, postpaid. 


PRAISE and SERVICE SONGS 


COMPILED ESPECIALLY 
FOR USE IN YOUR SCHOOL 


A 256-page song book compiled especially to meet the steadily grow- 
ing demand for a song book suitable for general adoption and use in 
all departments of the Sunday school. 


Every requirement of the modern Bible school has been met from 
that of the Primary and Junior departments to the adults. 
splendid collection of special Easter, Thanksgiving, Rally and Christmas 


A customer ordering 125 copies of the book refers to it as follows : 


“I regard this as one of the best books of its kind that I have seen.” 


Price : $45.00 per hundred, not prepaid, in full cloth binding ; 


$30.00 per 100 in tough jute manila binding ; 40¢ single copy. 


It is always a pleasure to send a free returnable sample 
Order direct from us and save time 


TABERNACLE PUBLISHING COMPANY 
352 North Waller Avenue, Chicago, Ill. 


There is a 

















THE “CHRISTIAN LIFE” SERIES 


~ Sunday School Literature 


Unsectarian and True to the 
of the Christian Faith 


THE LESSON HELPS are real helps — comparing Scripture with 
Scripture, enlightening on spiritual and dispensational lines. 


THE PAPERS are interesting and spiritual. 
of life, comfort, and blessing. Well illustrated. 


Helps for Teachers and Scholars 
A Sample Pack of the FULL LINE will be sent FREE 


on request 


UNION GOSPEL PRESS, Box 680, CLEVELAND, OHIO 


Fundamentals 


They bring messages 























despite its real excellence as an arche- 
ological investigation. 


The Nest of Spears. By F. W. Bore- 
ham. (The Abingdon Press, New, York, 
$1.75.) There is possibly no writer of 
religious books read in America who has 
obtained and held such an enthusiastic 
following as this minister from the Anti- 
podes. Mr. Boreham combines a prose 
of disarming simplicity and freshness 
with an almost uncanny insight into the 
desires, weaknesses, and aspirations of 
humankind. So inevitably is the reader 
taken with the writer, and so engaging is 
his kindliness, that it is exceedingly diffi- 
cult to point out what seems a real de- 
fect. The author appears to be so anxious 
to avoid the controversial that he has 
not included, save by implication, the great 
affirmations of the Gospel concerning the 
death of Christ as the only ground and 
hope of the sinner’s pardon and newness 
of life. This would be no weakness in a 
book whose-subject did not call for it, but 
it can hardly be questioned that to leave 
out this tremendous fact in a book deal- 
ing with Christian life and experience is 
to leave it without a beating heart. How 
much more real the transformed lives 
and experiences of men become to us 
when we know the majestic source from 
which they spring! This book is beau- 
tiful and keen, but it has not portrayed 
the highest beauty nor fathomed what 
depths there are in the heart of regener- 
ate man and in God's eternal purpose. 


Beyond the Sunset. By Herbert Booth 
Smith, D.D. (Fleming H. Revell Co., 
New York, $1.50.) This suggestive title 


-| verse. 
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has beer given to a series of studies on 
the life beyond. The human heart yearns 
for knowledge on this subject, and the 
Bible gives sufficient light to satisfy this 
craving. This book discusses the great 
questions of Christian eschatology in a 
helpful manner, arid brings together the 
teachings of Scripture and the findings of 
science in an interesting fashion. The argu- 
ment for the resurrection of the body, and 
the case for and against the bodily resur- 
rection of Christ, are among the strongest 
short defenses of the Christian view writ- 
ten in late years. It is refreshing to 
find a man of evident scholarship and 
acquaintance with scientific thought so 
firmly committed to the New Testament 
position on these questions. There is 
only a single brief mention of evolution 
in the book, and it is so introduced as 
to make it difficult to say whether the 
author accepts that hypothesis, or only 
uses it by way of illustration. There is 
also a hint of the popular view that re- 
ligion is man’s struggle to find God. In 
the light of the main teaching of the 
book, it is difficult to see how the au- 
thor can really hold positions so incom- 
patible. It is to be hoped that these two 
references do not set forth his true views. 


To Comfort Thee, and Other Verse. 
By Mrs. Frank A. Breck. (Mrs. Frank 
A. Breck, 384 N. E. Forty-second: Street, 
Portland, Ore., $1.25,- postpaid.) The 
restfulness of green pastures and _ still 
waters is suggested by Mrs. Breck’s 
A wholesome Christian atmos- 
phere pervades the wide range of topics. 
There are songs of home: an old rocking- 
chair, .babies’ shoes, children’s toys, father 





and mother, partings and reunions; songs 
of nature: a robin’s song, a morning- 
glory, trees, and the sea. Passages of 
Scripture furnish many themes; particu- 
larly striking are the lines on Peter’s 
denial of the Lord Jesus. There are also 
supplication, thanksgiving, and _ praise. 
Readers of The Sunday School Times 
will be glad to find many verses that have 
already appeared in its columns. The 
author includes several of her own hymns 
that have become familiar to many of us. 
Among them are, “Face to Face,” “Nailed 
to the Cross,” “Go to the Deeps of God’s 
Promise.” The dominant note of the book 
is one of comfort and cheer, based on 
faith in God and his Word. 


Balanced Burdens. By Stuart Robert- 
son. (Hodder and Stoughton, Ltd., War- 
wick Square, London, $2, net.) A col- 
lection of more than fifty brief addresses 
to the young, most of them based upon a 
text of Scripture, is full of suggestion 
and rich in graphic illustration. The au- 
thor is a Glasgow minister and a_ master 
of the art of preaching to children. The 
addresses are especially happy in those 
qualities that make the really well-done 
sermon to children quite as acceptable to 
the adult listener; that make the grown- 
up wonder, in fact, why the average 
preacher does not realize that “men are 
but children of a larger growth” and 
never outgrow their taste for brevity and 
piquancy. They are so full of illustra- 
tion and suggestion that each furnishes 
food for thought and elaboration, and at 
the same time each is a masterpiece of 
brevity and good marksmanship. The 
volume will drive home in a lasting way 
many wholesome truths to the young 
reader, and prove a treasure trove of 
clever illustrations to many an older one. 


Rainbows of the Soul. By A. Douglas 
Adams, M.A. (Marshall Brothers, Ltd., 
London, 5 shillings.) It is not the 
legendary pot of gold, nor the spec- 
trum, nor even the marvelous blend- 
ing of colors that occupies a thought- 
ful Christian as he looks at the 
rainbow. He remembers the promises of 
God. Yet many Christians see only the 
earthly end of a trial, or its component 
parts, or its total effect. -This need 
not be the believer’s attitude. One’s 
heart is warmed as he reads Mr. Adams’ 
thoughts upon strength and peace and joy 
in the midst of tribulation. The pages 
glow with sunshine and cheer from God's 
Word. The dedication of the book adds 
weight to the author’s words, for there 
we read that his wife “ ‘fell asleep in 
Jesus’ Sept. 18th, 1926, aged 29.” 


The Christ of the Gospels. By Henry 
Clay Morrison, D.D. (Fleming H. Revell 
Co., New. York, $1.) It is refreshing 
to read the testimony of men who have 
no uncertainties or doubts concerning the 
eternal verities of the Christian faith. 
There is a ring of certainty about such 
testimonies that carries with it genuine 
conviction. In Dr. Morrison’s sermons 
there is a fresh and vigorous setting forth 
of the Gospel as “the power of God unto 
salvation.” They are clear and emphatic, 
and they do not neglect to emphasize the 
fact that Christ not only saves from sin’s 
penalty, but also creates in the redeemed 
that holy character “without which no 
man shall see the Lord.” Only intense 
conviction could produce such utterances 
as abound in this 


Mollie’s Quilt. By Mildred Hill. (H. 
R. Allenson, Ltd., London, two shillings 
sixpence.) Another charming mission- 
ary story comes from the author of “His 
Little Bit o’ Garden.” Two childhood 
sweethearts, separated for years, at last 
find each other deep in the forests of 
Africa. The happy conclusion is brought 
about in large part through a chapel built 
by a chief in payment for a beautiful 
quilt given the missionary by an old wo- 
man back in Ireland who was willing 
to part with her dearest treasure. 
Through the thrilling, terrifying experi- 
ence of the pretty Irish nurse is revealed 
heathenism in its misery and cruelty, 
groping for God and light, which come 
at last in the person of the missioriary 
with the Gospel. 


The Fine Art of Living Together. 
By A. W. Beaven, D.D. (George H. 
Doran Co., New York, $1.50, net.) With 


JANUARY 28, 1928 


instructive frankness and true delicacy 
Dr. Beaven discusses the problems of 
courtship and married life from the 
Christian point of view. He deplores 
the conditions existing among young peo- 
ple today that lead to unhappy marriages. 
But he is not a pessimist, for he sets forth 
effective remedies. Some of them are: 
the proper friendships, good manage- 
ment of income, correct ideas of the mar- 
riage vows, the right attitude toward chil- 
dren, family worship, and above all giving 
the Lord Jesus Christ pre-eminence in all 
things. Every home about to be estab- 
lished or already formed would be made 
happier and better if the engaged couple 
or husband and wife would follow Dr. 
Beaven’s advice. 


The Seven Finalities of Faith. By A. 
Z. Conrad, Ph.D., D.D. (Harper and 
Brothers, New York, $1.50.) The pas- 
tor of the Park Street Church in Boston 
presents clearly the teachings of Scrip- 
ture and the contrasting tenets of Mod- 
ernism on seven great doctrines: the ex- 
istence of God, the creation of the world, 
the inspiration of the Bible, the incarna- 
tion, the atonement, the omnipresence of 
God, and the second coming. Quotations 
from leading Modernists enable one to 
see what they are teaching. The absurd- 
ity and fallacies of their positions are dis- 
closed, while the principal doctrines of 
the Bible are set forth in a way that is 
encouraging to Christians. 


The Ten Greatest Sayings of Jesus. 
By J. C. Massee, D.D. (George H. 
Doran Co., New York, $1.50, net.) The 
well-known pastor of Tremont Temple, 
Boston, has taken up, not the ten most 
popular nor the ten most famous sayings 
of our Lord, but what he believes are 
the ten greatest sayings from the stand- 
point of eternal values. The fundamental 
conceptions on which these sayings are 
based are that holiness is a matter of 
relation, and righteousness is .a matter of 
conduct proceeding from that relation. In 
developing this thought our Lord’s Deity 
and Saviourhood are emphasized. These 
meditations are stimulating to thought 
and quickening to the spiritual life. 


Handbook of All Denominations. By 
M. Phelan. (Cokesbury Press, Nashville, 
Tenn., $1.25.) In one convenient sized 
volume of some 200 pages is given a brief 
sketch of the different denominations, and 
also of the various cults that pass under 
the name of “church.” It is a compen- 
dium of information on all religious 
bodies, how and when founded, by whom 
and where, what they stand for as to 
doctrine or principle, and their present 
status and standing, as nearly as this can 
be briefly given. It is the kind of book 
that is wanted by busy people. More 
than eighty principal groups are given, 
with many minor or subdivisions, and the 
book is well indexed. 


King John. A Tale of the South. 
By George F. Robertson. (Lowell Pub- 
lishing Co., Lowell, N. C., $1.75.) A 
chronicle of the life and happenings in 
the happy, devoted, and earnestly Chris- 
tian family of John King, lovingly known 
to his neighbors and friends as “King 
John.” There are pretty romances, and 
an interesting study of church affairs, 
with a clear call to know the Lord and 
yield the life in full consecration and 
surrender. The book is notable for its 
delineation of the character of the old 
negroes of the South. Their quaint say- 


religious life, and faithful devotedness to 
those they have loved and served, are 
pictured with fidelity. - 


The Eternal God. By John Thomas, 
M.A., Gorden B. Watt, _M.A, and 
Robert Caldwell, F.R.G.C. (Morgan 
and Scott, Ltd. London, two shill- 
ings sixpence.) A correct doctrine 
of God is of the greatest importance to 
Christians, even though in some quar- 
ters doctrine is set aside as of little value. 
In this collection of essays there is an 
exposition of the great fact of the Trin- 
ity, each of the three authors contribut- 
ing one section. The chapters are clear 
and concise, and are written in that fin- 
ished style which is one of the admirable 
features of British work. The thoughtful 
presentation of truth will be appreciated 





by all lovers of the Word of God. 
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- Hymnal for Joyous Youth. 


~ other schools. We'll 








Lesson for February 12 
Mark 1:14, 15; 4: 1-34 
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A Hymnal for Joyous Youth 


——mm—m——=m=mm=m=—=s, A new All-purpose 
Hymnal for Young 
People. Suitable 
for every kind of 
religious services. 
The subjects in the 
book that appeal to 
aspiring youth are 
abundant. To those 
who are interested 
in good, new music 
on the vital subjects 
of religion—subjects 
that voice the call of Christ to loyalty 


AFumnal 
Joyous Hoult 














* and heroism —songs that stir the heart 


and soul to action, should possess the 
Prices: 
Cloth, $40 per 100; $4.80 per dozen, not 
prepaid; single copies, 50 cents, post- 
paid; high-grade manila, $25 per 100; 
$3.00 per dozen, not prepaid; single 
copies, 30 cents, postpaid. Returnable 
sample copies sent for examination. 


FILLMORE MUSIC HOUSE 
528 Elm Street Cincinnati, Ohio 


N. B.—If in need of some special vocal music we 
may be able to supply it. 








Mr. Superintendent !!! 


YOU KNOW that a school that sings peactily, will- 
ingly and earnestly is THE SCHOOL LHAT WINS. 
If the singing in your school is not up to your ideal, 
if the interest lags, or attendance shows signs of de- 
creasing, buy a new song book and BUY IT NOW! 
(Please read it again—perhaps you missed something.) 


DON’T STAND STILL! 


You need not pay  mapeonemangge We are helping 
elp yours, gladly, and will com- 
‘ply with any reasonable request in the matter of 


. terms of payment. 


** MAGNIFICAT’’ AND ‘‘ JUBILATE”’ 

Are two best Sunday School Song Books, approved 
unanimously. Send for returnable copies, purchase 
either, and everybody will be satisfied. 
BOTH have orders of worship. 
BOTH have beautiful easy orchestrations. 
BOTH will be sent on selection (returnable in 30 days) 

Prices to suit—Manila, $30; Art boards, $40; 
cloth Vellum de Luxe, $45. 


Hall-Mack Co., 21st & Arch Sts., Phila., Pa. 


National Music Co., Western Selling Agents, 
218 S. Wabash Ave.. Chicagoc lll. 





$2.00 the Set Retail 


AMERICAN VERSE 


By A. MORE 
Scotch Thist! tries Mhashrock 
isties Ti amr 

For Sale ot All Bookstores - 


For Fifty-three Years 


Select Notes 


LON KR WEEES, bared 
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LORENZ TRAVEL BOOKS 


The New Mediterranean Traveller 


“Takes the place of half a dozen Baedekers.” 


The Round-the- World Traveller 


* All the information necessary to a world-cruise,’* 
At alt Booksellers. 


1 eo INe Be 
F. H. Revell Co., iRaSY a’. a 


= COMING GREAT WAR 


The Greatest Ever Known in Human History 


By eminent bible teachers,and edited by Rev. A. Sims. 
Full particulars are given from the Bible as to when 
and where this war will take place. The great un- 
deriying cause of this terrific struggle is shown, and 
the particular nations which will - engaged in it. 
Antichrist wil! play a tremendous part in the deadly 
combat. Its awful supernatural + hn ting and the 
vast deluge of human blood which will be shed will 
make it infinitely more horrible than even the late 
European conflict. The sure and certain way in 
which this war will end is already definitely foretold. 
Price, 25c. Ten copies, $2. 


A. SIMS, 5 Simpson Avenue, Dept. S; Terente 6, Ont., Canada 
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To the Editor: You will grieve to hear 
that my brother Henry was called suddenly 
to his heavenly. Home on December 1. 

Unknown to me, he had been failing phys- 
ically for several. days previous. Others 
had noticed a redness that would suddenly 
come into his face, last a few seconds, and 
disappear. A young man who was rooming 
with him told me that on one of these occa- 
sions he went over and touched his face, 
but instead ot being hot it was cold. 1 also 
learned that, for a number of days pre- 
vious, it was almost impossible for him to 
fasten his collar in the morning. 

My brother never said a word to me about 
either. of these conditions, but heroically 
went on with his work just as usual. On 
Thursday morning soon after awaking he 
remarked to his roommate, Mr, Fenn, that 
either in a dream or a vision, he had seen 
the Lord. It was the Lord’s call to him to 
join the heavenly throng, for on Thursday 
evening, at the close of the day's work, he 
told his roommate that he was feeling rather 
tired, and would retire early. He had been 
in bed only a short time when he became 
unconscious, and a few minutes later passed 
on to his eternal reward to be with the Lord. 

Oh, how beautiful and unselfish and heroic 
: In spite of bodily weak- 
ness, and failing health, he has labored on 
for years in quiet, sacrificial service. Here 
in China, the chief comment that ~ people 
made about him was that he worked too 
hard. He lived almost a year at one home 
in Shanghai, and the lady in charge of it 
declared that she had never once heard him 
utter an impatient word. 

A few weeks ago, through a beautiful 
providence, he met a Chinese young man 
on the street one Sunday morning. The 
young man had recently come from Peking, 
and had taken an American name, Albert 
Fenn. My brother engaged him to help in 
the work, and later asked Mr. Fenn to share 
his room. 

Twice a day they read the Bible together, 
and Henry explained the difficult passages, 
and the way of salvation. Before long Mr. 
Fenn opened his heart, and accepted Christ 
as his Saviour. Henry formed a strong 
attachment for Mr. Fenn, and felt that the 
Lord might graciously use him in His serv- 
ice. Mr. Fenn is now taking up part of 
my brother's duties. 

How beautiful that Henry had the joy 
of leading this soul into the light of the 
Gospel, and of helping unwittingly to pre- 
pare him for some of his duties. What a 
wonderful Saviour! Blessed be his holy 
name forever and forever ! 

Henry’s sudden call has made Heaven 
seem dearer and nearer to me. Oh, that 
each one of us may be inspired to greater 
love and nobler heroism through Henry’s 
beautiful devotion to his Lord and Master. 

With love and best wishes, I remain, 

Yours in our risen Redeemer, 
Georce T. B. Davis. 


Acts 1: 8. 
SHANGHAI, CHINA. 





To the Editor: In the November 26 
issue of The Sunday School Times under 
the heading ‘New Books for Winter’s Long 
Evenings,” you review a book, ‘The Chris- 
tianity of the Epistles,’ by Canon Arthur 
W. Robinson, of which you find it necessary 
to say in substance that it is not a book 
that can be safely read by any but a mature 
Christian, and that it contains much that is 
false. Then why call it one of “a choice 
company ... waiting to be introduced to you 
by The Sunday School Times”? 

In the December 10 issue under your 
book reviews, you call attention to Dr. Fos- 
dick’s “A Pilgrimage to Palestine.” After 
praising it in several respects you say, 
“What Dr. Fosdick says . . about the 
Bible is largely destructive.” 

a warm friend of The Sunday School 
Times, and having recommended it to many, 
it seems proper to ask if you are changing 
front, or if not, then why are you recom- 
mending books by authors whom you know 
repudiate all the fundamental facts of 
evangelical faith ? 

Aren’t there encugh sound books by 
scholarly and devout men, true to the faith, 
to keep your readers busy during long win- 
ter evenings without ‘listing under “choice 
company” books likely to instill doubt and 
undermine faith?—A New Jersey reader. 

(The Sunday School Times is’ indeed 
glad to say that it has not changed front. 
On the contrary, it is more carefully 
discriminating in book reviews and in the 
character of the books advertised than 
ever before. 

However, in these days when so many 
books are published that contain a great 
deal of true and helpful material, yet in 





which may be found unscriptural or harm- 





ful teachings, The Sunday School Times 
believes it has a real stewardship and min- 
istry and obligation to let its readers 
know about such books. In reviewing 
them, it is felt that it is only just and 
proper to call attention to the strong 
points of the books, and equally to call 
attention to their unsound or harmful 
points. After reading a discriminating 
review in The Sunday School Times any 
reader should be able to decide whether 
the book is one that he does or does not 
wish to have. With it all, it is the pur- 
pose of the Times to mention a large 
majority of books that can be unquali- 
fiedly recommended, and it will be noted 
that most of the books reviewed in the 
recent Books and Reading Number were 
free from harmful teachings. ) 





To the Editor: I get my knowledge of 
books printed by reading all the book re- 
views in our papers, but the reviews in the 
Times tell me the character of the books and 
help me to inform our boys about lots of 
the books recommended by their teachers. 
A book may be written in fine style and good 
language, but it also may teach evil. I de- 
pend on the reviews I find in the Times to 
tell the right and wrong of a book.—A 
Pennsylvania reader. 

To the Editor: I read with great in- 
terest and pleasure the Times, and realize 
that you are doing a great work for God, 
the Bible, and the world. Among other 
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things, I like the list of books that you 
give, and have ordered severai of them from 
your recommendation. Our people need such 
information, as so many worthless and 
vicious books are so widely advertised, and 
varioug magazines, formerly of much higher 
tone, ate giving much publicity to all kinds 
of attacks on the Bible-—An Alabama pastor. 








AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 





At work in East and Central Africa 30 years. 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 


500 African teachers. Literature on request. 


Pray for This Work of Faith 
SAVE A SOUL: FROM DEATH 


This is being done in Africa, China, India, by Native 
Evangelists and Bible Women who are being sup- 
orted for from 77 cents to $2.00a week. $40 to $100 
or a year. Write Rev. H. A. Barton, Box V, 
473 Greene Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y., for free 
literature. 




















To the man or woman 
~ who seeks 
to perpetuate the @ 
memory of a loved one 


W hen the Great Shadow has fallen upon acher- 
ished one, and Time has assuaged the first sharp 
pangs of grief, it is human to seek to express the 
love and devotion that our hearts hold for the de- 


parted one’s memory. 
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A Memorial—but what type of Memorial will 
the deepest and most beautiful 
sense? What type of Memorial would the loved one have de- 
sired? What type of Memorial will be stately and dignified and 
yet be an active and permanent influence for good? 


serve its sacred purpose in 


aa 8 


Hundreds of thinking men and women ponder- 
ing over this problem have found a satisfying solution in 
GOLDEN-VOICED DEAGAN TOWER CHIMES. 


a0 8 


Installed in the Campanile of the church, with a 
their purpose, Dea- 
gan Chimes ring out their message of peace and inspiration _ 
every day of the year—and every day a grateful community is | 
reminded anew not only of the stérling qualities of the one 
commemorated but, as well, of the wholehearted generosity of 


suitably inscribed bronze tablet setting forth 


the donor that made possible such a regal gift. 
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Instances are at hand {and will be described on 
request} of confirmed wrongdoers restored to righteousness and 
respectability by the compelling but sweetly musical appeal of 
Chimes Concerts have brought 
to “shut-ins;” of the increased church attendance that Chimes 
have engendered. They become, as their donors quickly dis- 


the Chimes; of the solace that 


cover, a real community asset. 


e$¢99 


More than that, they become the voice of the 
church. -And, somehow, as the Sunday morning air becomes 
vibrant with the sacred notes of familiar old melodies, they also 
become the voice of theone whose memory they honor. Never 
does the absent one seem nearer. Nowhere does the 
donor find such peace, comfort and consolation as in the 
thought that the memory of a loved one has been hal- 


lowed by ‘The Memorial Sublime.” 


ae2f08 


We have just completed a most interesting 
file of letters expressing the opinions of pas- 
tors and donors concerning ‘“The Memor- 
ial Sublime.’’ A copy will gladly be sent on 
request. Asking for it incurs no obligation. 


J.C. Deagan nc. 
185 Deagan Building - CHICAGO 


Deagan Tower Chimes played 
direct from organ console. 


Standard Sets, $6000 and up. 


DEAGAN TOWER CHIMES ;+:- THE MEMORIAL SUBLIME 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Let me say to the 18,000 
who do not take it— 


who do not take The Sunday School Times and 
who will receive a personal copy of this issue— 


Let me say that all of us in the management 
are exceedingly glad to have the paper tested, 
in every way, by a specimen copy of any issue. 


This copy is sent to you for that purpose, and 
it is to your own and your fellow workers’ 
advantage to know, and to have The Sunday 
School Times regularly, z—and only if—it is 

the paper you and they really need. 


A Massachusetts teacher says: 





“I find The Sunday School Times is invalu- 
able to me in my Sunday-school work. 
There is scarcely any question that arises 
in Sunday-school management or Biblical 
study for which I cannot find some help in 
my files of The Sunday School Times.” 


But it remains to be seen whether you would 
agree with that, or not. 


So please do us, and yourself, the favor of ex- 
amining ¢/zs issue a bit critically,—its editorials, 
special articles, lesson helps, book reviews, ad- 
vertisements. Zhen if you are zmclined to think 
that here is a paper about which you would like 
to know more, and one that the teachers and 
officers in your school perhaps ought to have, 
for the sake of better work all around, just slip 
a quarter into the enclosed coin-carrier, mail it 
to our office, and try the paper for ten weeks,— 
(it won’t come a day longer than that unless you 
order it continued). At the same time just write 
on the dack of the coin-card the number of /ree 
specimen copies you would like to have us send 
to you for distribution among your teachers and 

officers. 


A California Bible Class teacher says: 





“‘I have been a Bible Class teacher of adult 
men and women for about thirty years, and 
I get more help in preparing lessons from 
The Sunday School Times than from any 
other source except the Bible.” 


And, by the way, if the coin-carrier has fallen 
out of your copy, don’t bother about it, but send 
25 cents in stamps for a ten-weeks test of the 
Times and tell us in your letter how many 
specimen copies you can use. 

The subscription rates are given on page 59. Very likely 


you will want to arrange for a club in your Sunday-school right 
now. So much the better! 


Lbb, ZlefowarB, 


PRESIDENT 


AREAELTELFAaccdtAAERLAAEELLLEE 


ANT 





Lh 





OO 


ANANTH NNN 


WENVNIILIVVNVNULINVINUE UHL WIHVUNIIVVUUUAHNIOLVUITUUU ELA 





























For Family weet 


By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


“Thy Kingdom Come” 


 - kingdom of God is universal, all- 
inclusive, eternal, not synonymous 
with the kingdom of Heaven or the 
Church, but including both. The king- 
dom of Heaven is that special earthly do- 
minion that God promised to his Son who 
came down from Heaven, but that, re- 
jected, is now in abeyance while the King 
is absent, but is to be set up and estab- 
lished in power when he shall return. 
The Church is an elected, selected body 
which is working out God’s purposes and 
plans in the interval while the kingdom 
of Heaven is in abeyance during the 
King’s absence, but which shall be taken 
up from the earth to meet him and reign 
with him when he returns. Perhaps no 
better condensed study of this subject can 
be found than “The Kingdom of God, the 
Kingdom of Heaven, the Church,” by the 
late William H. Bates, D.D., to be had 
from the Philadelphia School of the 
Bible, 1721 Spring Garden Street, Phila- 
delphia. 





Mon.—Mark 4 : 26-34. 


Jesus Pictures the Kingdom of God. 


The kingdom of God “cometh not with 
observation” (Luke 17:20), not by 
worldly pomp, but by inward power. You 


' cannot hasten it by digging up the seed 


to examine it. Its growth is unconscious. 
Evil may have an impact upon it, as when 
birds of evil lodge in the branches of the 
mustard tree, but God cares for it through 
all seasons and against all hazards till 
harvest time. 


PrayER SucceEstions: Join earnestly 


with the hosts of martyrs, from apostles | 


to present-day missionaries, who have 
prayed this two-thousand-year-old prayer, 
“Thy. kingdom come.” No prayer ts 
more in accordance with God’s will, for 
the Lord Jesus taught it. The golden 
censer in Heaven is filling with this 
prayer of the saints, fragrant to God, 
which the signs of the times indicate will 
soon be answered. 
Tues.—Matthew 13 : 1-9. 

The Parable of the Sower. 


All the parables must be interpreted in 


harmony with this one, which our Lord 
explained. He himself is the Sower (v. 
37), and he goes out, after Israel’s fail- 
ure in its mission, to sow in a field which 
is the world. Only one-fourth of the 
sowing yields fruit, “the sons of the 
kingdom.” Do three-fourths of mankind 
always reject the Gospel? We are fail- 
ing the Lord Jesus if we are not in some 
way sowing. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
sowers of the Christian church —the 
home missions and the foreign missions 
of your own denomination, and the inter- 
denominational agencies for getting out 
the Gospel into the world-wide field. Pray 
for the early and latter rain of the Holy 
Spirit to water the seed sown, and for 
hundredfold harvests. Pray for revival 
everywhere. 

Wed.—Matthew 13 : 24-30. 
The Parable of the Tares. 


The Sower never slumbers nor sleeps, 
but “while men slept” counterfeit seed — 
denial of the Virgin Birth, the atonement, 
the bodily resurrection, the infallibility 
of the Word of God—was sown by 
Satan. The product is “the sons of the 
wicked one,” even though they may some- 
times hold chairs in seminaries, fill pul- 
pits, and look like wheat —till harvest 
time. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for “the 
elect” who are in danger of being de- 
ceived, that the Holy Spirit of truth may 
deliver them; pray for young people in 
colleges whose. faith is in danger of 
wreckage; pray for those enmeshed in 
the many false cults of the day, that they 
may be able to see that truth once..mixed 
with error makes all error; pray-for re- 
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vival to run parallel with the prevailing 
apostasy, that it may reach over into this 
last “falling away” and pluck many 
brands from the burning. 
Thurs.—Matthew 13 : 31-35. The 

Parables of the Mustard Seed and the Leaven, 


The mustard seed pictures the quick 
but unsubstantial growth of the kingdom 
in its mystery form, in our Lord’s ab- 
sence, between his comings. The leaven 
is evil doctrine (Matt. 16:11, 12; Mark 
8:15) mixed, by an apostate church, with 
meal,—a food for priests (Lev. 6: 15- 
17),— or true doctrine. 

PraYER SuGGEsSTIONS: Pray that the 
Lord. who came.to set captives free may 
be unlocking the prisons of doubt and 
despair wherein Satan is holding his fol- 
lowers; pray for the many Christians 
who are victims of unhealthy: introspec- 
tion, who fear they. have committed the 
unpardonable sin, and who are failing to 
see that the Holy Spirit always speaks 
to the human spirit of Christ, not of self, 
with its failings and limitations. 
Fri.—Matthew 7 : 15-27. 

Subjects of the Kingdom. 

Camouflage and counterfeit in the pro- 
fession of Christianity cannot deceive men, 
for mere professors cannot bring forth 
real fruit; still less can they deceive God, 
for he knows “his own.” 

PRAYER SuGGEsTIoNs: Pray for the 
New England Christian Fundamentals 
Association, the newest member of the 
World’s Christian Fundamentals Asso- 
tiation, organised recently in the People’s 
Church of. Christ at New Britain, Conn., 
representing Springfield, Mass., Torring- 
ton, Hartford, New Haven, Bridgeport, 
and New Britain, Conn.; pray for the 
Secretary, Pastor H. O. Olney, of New 
Britain, and for the Chairman, Pastor 
John Hunter Stearns of Torrington; 
pray that God may give it a great testi- 
mony in this old country of the Pilgrims 
and Puritans. 

Sat.—Psalm 145 : 1-13. 
The Everlasting Kingdom. 

We live in an era of toppling thrones, 
but, thank God, we who are -but pilgrims 
and strangers down here are citizens of 
a kingdom whose King is the self-exist- 


ent One, “who was and is and is to come, 
the Almighty.” 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
countries of Europe where there is real 
need for the Gospel; pray for the Belgian 
Gospel Mission, for the European Fellow- 
ship of Christian Oneness and Evangel- 
ization, for the Christian Testimony to 
Jews, and for all Christian work being 
done on the Continent. 

Sun.—Joshua 11 : 15-23. 
Joshua Emancipates and Saves Israel. 

Joshua is the Old Testament name of 
Jesus —“Je-hoshua,” §Jehovah-Saviour. 
Christ is the Captain of our salvation 
(Heb. 2:10). He comes after Moses ; he 
leads to victory ; he is our Advocate when 
we have suffered defeat (cf. Josh. 7: 559 
andi John 2:1); he allots our portions 
(Eph. 1: 11, 14; 4: 8-11). 

Prayer SuGcEstTIons: Pray that God's 
children may put on the whole armor of 
God, and, being so panoplied, may be 
“able to withstand” in a day when Satan’s 
assaults are unprecedentedly fierce be- 
cause he knows his time is short. 


1,000,000 Gideon Bibles 


Distribution to be concluded June 30 
Results unquestionable. Testimonials furnished. Funds 
icited. $x places Bible in any U.S. hotel. Write 











GIDEONS, 140 S. Dearborn St., Chicago, Il 
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Lesson for February 12 
Mark 1:14, 153 4: 1-34 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





February 19. Are the Teachings of Jesus 
Up to Date? Matt. 7 : 24-29. 

February 26. How Much Does the World 
Want Christ? Acts 16: 8-15; 17 : 32-34 
(Missionary meeting.) 

March 4. What Is It in Jesus That Attracts 
Young People? John 12 : 20-32. (Consecra- 
tion meeting.) 

March 11. How Can I Help Others to Fol- 
low Jesus? 1 Pet. 3.: 8-16. 


Sunday, February 12 


Ideals for Choosing a Life-Partner 
(Prov. 31:10-31) 








Mon.—Love (Gen. 24 : 67). 
Tues.—Home-makers (Tit. 2: 1-8). 
Wed.—Similar interests (Acts 18 : 1-3). 
Thurs.—Industry (Ruth 2: 4-12). 
Fri.—Pliability (Gal. 6:2). 
Sat.—Spiritual interests (2 Tim. 1 : 3-7). 











Why, in choosing a life-partner, should we 
put character first? ; 
What are some causes of divorces? 


N A Y. M. C. A. shop meeting, a 

speaker was talking to a group of 
workmen about Theodore Roosevelt. He 
gave as some of the sources of the great 
man’s power five “wells,” — “well bred, 
well fed, well read, well wed, and well 
led.” He explained what was meant by 
good breeding, physical fitness, the well- 
stored mind, a happy home life, and above 
all being led by the Spirit of God. As 
he concluded his explanation of being well 
wed, a young Italian-American spoke up: 

“Say, boss, where can I find such a 
girl? I am looking for her.” 

“Where have you been looking?” the 
speaker asked. “Have “you tried your 
church socials, or the prayer-meetings ?” 

“No, sir,’ was the somewhat discon- 
certed reply. 

“Have you not been looking for her 
on the dance-ha]l floors? Well, you can’t 
find a prayer-meeting girl on a dance-hall 
floor. The trouble is you have been look- 
ing for the right thing in the wrong place. 
Suppose you slip around in your own 
church crowd and see if the same fine 
woman about whom you have been think- 
ing is not in the same fine place where 
she has always been.” 

b 

There are two verses that will be 
especially helpful to us as young Chris- 
tians in thinking about choosing a life 
partner. One is negative and the other 
positive. The first is 2 Corinthians 6: 
14, “Be ye not unequally yoked together 
with unbelievers: for what fellowship 
hath righteousness with unrighteousness ? 
~ and what communion hath light with 
darkness?” The other is Ephesians 2: 
10, ‘For we are his workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus unto good works, which 
God hath before ordained that we should 
walk ih them.” 

The first verse defines very clearly the 
realm from which we are not to choose 
our life partner, if we are Christians. It 
makes plain, too, that such a yoke will 
be an unequal one, and that there cannot 
be true fellowship or communion in such 
a union. “Paul paints a horrible word 
picture, which, though. repulsive, .truly 
représents the marriage state of a Chris- 
tian-and an unbeliever. He pictures him- 
self chained hand to hand, foot to foot, 
and face to face with a dead body (Rom. 
7:24). The believer who is married to 
an unbeliever is in just such a predica- 
ment, for one is alive in Christ, whereas 
the other is dead in trespasses and sins 
and, unless new life is received through 
belief in the Lord Jesus Christ, some day 
will suffer the second death, — eternal 
separation from God and eternal separa- 
tion from the one to whom married. 

we 


God has not spoken lightly when he | 


enjoins us not to be yoked with unbe- 
lievers. He alone knows the heartaches 
and sorrow that must inevitably attend 
such a union. Few of us have any real- 


averted if-they had been 
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of some Christians that might have been 
more willing to 
heed: God’s admonition on this point. 

We often hear it said by a young per- 
son about to marry that the one they 
have chosen for a life partner is not a 
Christian but has promised to become one 
after they are married. How easy it is 
for Satan to fool us when we insist upon 
having our own way. Could we but know 
how many such promises have been made 
and broken, it might help us to see the 
utter foolishness of taking such a chance. 
God knows the human heart so well that 
he would not have us entrust ourselves to 
anyone who is not a child of his, regard- 
less of his or her fine character er excel- 
lent home connection or high moral ideals. 
Only one who is washed in the blood of 
the Lord Jesus Christ is a safe partner 
for a child of God, even for a _ w weeks 
or months. ™ 


Our other verse, Ephesians 2: 10 takes 
us out of the realm of what God would 
not have us do and shows us that he has 





are to walk, his plan must include our 
choice of a life partner. He has told ! 
us that if we lack wisdom we are to | 
ask of him (Jas. 1:5). Can we think } 
| of anyone who is better able to choose 
for us our lifelong companion than God 
himself who alone knows what the future 
holds ? 

Dare we trust him for this, the most 
important step, next to conversion, in our 
Christian life? We say we are willing 
to trust him in other things. Are we 
afraid to let him handle this vital de- 
cision? We may be assured that if we 
put ourselves unreservedly into his_ hands 
he will select for us one that not only 
will be pleasing to us in the fullest sense, 
but the one that will mean the most for 
our spiritual development, and into whose 
life we may bring just that contribution 
we hope to make to a life partner. 

We have his promise tfat, if we delight 
ourselves in him, he will give us the de- 








sires of our heart (Psa. 37:4). Let us 
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a definite plan for our life. Since he has ] determine then to choose his choice, and 
ordained the good works in which we] to have his “best.” 


ye 
Am I honestly willing that God showd 
select my life partner for me? 
Am I willing to tell him that, before I 
know what his choice is? 
Suppose his choice differs from mine ? 
PHILADELPHIA, 


Victorious Life Hymns, edited by 
Charles M. Alexander, is the ideal 
book, not only for Victorious Life meet- - 
ings, but in Young People’s Societies, 
church prayer-meetings, the Sunday- 
school, Sunday preaching services, evan- 
gelistic services, and for almost every 
form of Christian gathering. It may 
be ordered from The Sunday School 
Times Company, 323-327 N. 13th St., 
Philadelphia, at 40 cents a copy, or $35 
a@ hundred in manila binding, and 60 
cents a copy, or $55 a hundred in cloth 
binding. 























This book is the h 


to style of binding selected. 








song book ever issued by our company. Between its 
covers are contained 289 of the choicest gospel hymns . 
of all the favorite older authors whose songs are dis- 
tinguished because of their devotional character and 
the newer songs that have real merit. Of course, the 
standard hymns that are always needed are there. 


In addition to this there are eighteen very good se- 
lections for Responsive Reading and a special group 
of eight programs of Orders of Service. 


Price: $25.00 to $40.00 per hundred, according 


Complete orchestration for fourteen instruments 


Two Sunday School Song Books 
of Unusual Merit 


Hymns of Praise (fe 
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“Outclasses all others” KIS 
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ighest class gospel 


generation. All 


(Established 1892) 


5703 West Lake Street, - - -s. « 


‘Hymns of Praise 
Nos. land 2 Combined 


The Moody and Sankey Gospel Hymns 
. bear an honorable and revered name 
in Christian hymnology. 
of the Biglow and Main Company and the Hope Pub- 
lishing Company has made it possible to publish now 
this worthy successor to that famous series. 
Within this new book will be found gospel hymns 
that have endeared themselves to generation after 


tained in Hymns of Praise and Hymns of Praise 
Number Two (duplicates omitted) will be found in 
this double volume. 


beautiful common cloth, and is unquestionably the 
greatest value obtainable. 


Complete orchestration 


Price: $60.00 per hundred, not prepaid; 75 
cents single copy, postpaid. 


Our new and improved method of binding adds a great deal to the length of 
time our books may be used. 


It ts always a pleasure to send a free returnable sample 
ORDER DIRECT FROM US AND SAVE TIME 


HOPE PUBLISHING COMPANY 


The merger 


the gospel hymns and songs con- 


464 pages, strongly bound in a 
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Discusses the pilgrimage of evolution and : 
the tails our ‘‘ ancestors’’ won and lost. 


THE TOADSTOOL AMONG THE TOMBS 


Showing that self-sufficient human brain 
may be a liability rather than an asset. 


cousins of apes, six evolutionary 
a toad, you need these books. 
subject ever had more friends and enemies. We 
have hoped some leader among evolutionists would 
try to answer them. If your ancestors were all hu- 
ou will want the others. 


to loan) tor $1, postpaid. 
Do it before vou lose this ad. 
Author’s reply to Brisbane, ‘‘When Snakes Begar |. 
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Teachers of Evolution’’ (each 8 pages) free with 
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Thompson’s 
Chain 
Reference 
Bible 


Equal of over 
800 pages of 
up-to-date 
Bible Helps in 
addition to Text 


Thompson’s 
Chain Reference 


Bible 


turns the searchlight of knowledge and understand- 
ing on the pages of the Holy Scriptures. 

Leads you to the truths you seek and makes their 
meaning clear. 

Gives you complete in one volume, full Bible text, 
King James version, and a comprehensive reference 
library. 


Text Cyclopedia 


Bible Texts and related information classified 
under easy subject headings. A condensed ref- 
erence library in itself. Combines over 100,000 
individual references with general Bible infor- 
mation, dictionary material, Bible readings and 
comprehensive treatment of doctrines, persons, 
places, manners and customs. 


Chain Reference System 


Enables you quickly and easily tc follow any 
thought, topic, or character straight through the 
Bible. ONLY Reference System in existence 
that entirely does away with letters, figures and 
confusing signs in the text. 


Topical Index 


Arranged alphabetically so that any subject de- 
sired can be located immediately in the Text 
Cyclopedia. Preserves the unity of this great 
work by assembling all reference topics and their 
collateral subjects into one general index. 


Expository Verse Analysis 


Substantially every verse in the Bible is analyzed 
into topics—some into as many as seven thought 
subjects. These are printed in the reference 
column directly opposite the verse. 


Bible Atlas 


Twelve revised, up-to-date maps in as many as six colors with all markings: clear, ac- 
curate and legible. Also gazetteer of Bible lands, etc., arranged alphabetically and fol- 


‘ lowed by numbers indicating location on maps. 


Also Complete Standard Bagster Concordance of 88 pages. 


Mail Coupon NOW and be sure of your FREE copy of 
Smith’s Bibie Dictionary 


B. B. Kirkbride Bible Company 


Dept. S-932, Meridian Life Bldg., Indianapolis, Ind. 


Most Helpful 


Bible Published 


Smiuth’s 


in 500 Illustrations 


Bible 


gers Dictionary 





Smith’s Bible Dictionary 


Revised and Edited 
by F. N. and M. A. Peloubet 


Every one acknowledges the value of 
Dr. William Smith’s Bible Dictionary. It 
is practicaily the foundation, or father, 
of all other Bible Dictionaries. This late 
edition has been brought down to the 2oth 
Century, and thoroughly revised by the 
distinguished Doctors Peloubet. It has 
been adapted in its present form to the 
convenience of Sunday-School Teachers 
and Scholars. This edition also contains 
a new chronological harmony of the Gos- 
pels and History of the Apostles, together 
with Four Hundred and Forty Hand- 
some Illustrations and Eight Colored 
Maps made from the latest geographical 
surveys. Over 800 pages, with 8 colored 
maps and 400 illustration. 











Both for the 
Price of One - 


This limited special offer brings you a copy of 


Thompson’s 
Chain Reference Bible 


at its usual low price and with it FREE a complete 
copy of the indispensable standard Smith’s Bible 
Dictionary, bound in cloth, which usually sells for 
$2.00 alone. 


_ Scholars, students, pastors, teachers and all Bible 
lovers know the need and value of easy quick Bible 
reference. The Thompson Chain Reference Bible, 
plus Smith’s Bibie Dictionary, covers every single 
need of the most intense Bible study or reference and 
provides for the Bible reader just the right combina- 
tion for the most practical, helpful, complete under- 
standing of the Holy Scriptures. 


Mail Coupon Today 
Send No Money 


Take advantage of this offer now. You can al- 
ways get a Thompson Chain Reference Bible. You 
may have wanted one for a long while. Act now 
because you will not have another opportunity to 
secure this perfect. Bible you have always desired, 
with Smith’s Bible Dictionary free. Ask your pas- 
tor. He will heartily endorse both books. 

The Bible has our standard French Morocco bind- 
ing, Divinity Circuit with special fine linen lining, 
head band and marker, thin Bible paper edition, with 
Denison Patent Thumb Index that enables you to 
turn immediately to any desired book of the Bible. 
Regularly priced at $9.25 cash. 


A Year to Pay 


_. You need not be excluded from this unique offer 

if it is not convenient to pay the full amount now. 

Read special offer in coupon below. The Dictionary 

7 i ate for and is delivered to you with the 
ible. 


Fill in and Mail Zoday} 







B. B. KIRKBRIDE BIBLE COMPANY 
Dept. S-932, Meridian Life Building, Indianapolis, Ind. 


Gentlemen: Please send me postpaid Thompson’s Chain Reference 
Bible as described in this advertisement, with complete stindard copy 


of Smith’s Bible Dictionary FREE of charge. 
C1) I will pay postman $2.so and $1.00 a month for eight months. 
Gi I enclose in full payment $9.25. 


C) Please send me complete descriptive booklet with sample pages and 


full particulars. 
Name 














Address 





City State. 
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